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DETECTIVE’S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 


TRAINING MANUAL 


Thousands of detectives were trained by this compiete home study 
text, which was originaliy published for a weii known detective acad¬ 
emy. Now you can undertake the same training course for a fraction of 
its original cost. A fascinating and useful selection, it offers all the in¬ 
side information, tricks, and techniques used by the professionals. Covered are 
such topics as bodyguarding, skip tracing, missing persons, surveillance, disguises, 
le gathering, bad check techniques, and much more. With the aid of this manual, and 
four comprehensive tests (also provided), you can quickly qualify to work as a private de¬ 
tective. 8 X 10, softcover, 160 pp. illus. $i 2.95 


By William Patterson 
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Sole Man's 
GUIDE 



Safe Man’s Guide 
Vol. I & II 

"The practical tricks 
and techniques 
used by profes’ 
slonal safesmiths 
to open and service 
safes and vaults.** 

Vol. I.$6.00 

Vol. II.$6.00 


Get Tough 

by Capt. W. E. Fairbairn 

Written by a legendary self-defense 
theorist, this classic manual was origi¬ 
nally used to train British and American 
commandos how to destroy the enemy 
with their bare hands. Covers ail types 
of unarmed combat. Illustrated, hard¬ 
cover. $9.95 



Techniques Of 
Harassment 

**A virtual encycio- 
pedia of dirty tricks 
the underdog can 
use to get even with 
lust about any¬ 
body.** For enter¬ 
tainment purposes 
only! Softcover $4.95 


Black Bag Owner’s Manual 

Part One 
“Spookcentre’* 

Published for the first time, the inside 
story of the deadly business of inter¬ 
national espionage! Includes all the 
sordid details only a special agent 
could know. Softcover $6.00 


DEVIL DOGS 

Attack and Guard 
Training 


Devil Dogs 

by George Carpenter 
**An all new guide 
to buying and 
training your own 
guard-attack dog, 
like the experts 
do.'' Softcover 

$4.95 


Black Bag Owner’s Manual 
Part Two 
“The HU Parade” 

Written by an anonymous secret agent, 
this is a detailed and explicit study 
of ."termination” techniques used to 
induce death by secret police and 
intelligence agencies the world over. 

Softcover $6.00 



Mantracking 
by Roland Robbins 
"Learn the ‘step 
by step* tracking 
method as used so 
successfully by the 
U.S. Border Patrol 
to track criminals 
over any type of 
terrain. **• $8.95 


How To Kill I, II, & III 
by John MInnery 

An incredible three volume set that 
stands alone as the definitive study of 
modern assassination techniques. 
"The most controversial books of the 
year." Violent World Magazine. Each 
volume: $5.00. Three volume set: $15.00 

NOT AVAILABLE IN CANADA 
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Quick or Dead 
by William L. 
Cassidy 

"The most impor¬ 
tant book on com¬ 
bat handgunning of 
the decade!" Many 
Illustrations. 
Hardcover $10.95 


HOM£ WORKSHOP GUNS 


POA DEFENSE AND RESISTANCE 

rt^T 

Volum« Ons TH* SuDmncH.nt Cun 
B, Bill Holffltv 


Home Workshop 
Guns for Defense 
and Resistance, 
Vol. 1, The 
Submachine Gun 

by Bill Holmes 

"Step by step pro¬ 
cedure, completely 
illustrated." $6.00 



Black Medicine 

by N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 

"A thorough analy¬ 
sis of the human 
body's vital points, 
and how to use 
them." Illustrated. 
Softcover $8.00 


Home Workshop Guns For 
Defense and Resistance 
Vol. II: The Handgun 
by Bill Holmes 

Presented are all the diagrams and 
information necessary to construct a 
safe, accurate auto or semi-auto pistol 
or single shot handgun in your home 
workshop. Softcover $6.00 


OTHER FASGINATINQ TITLES 

• Silencers, Snipers, and Assassins.$15.95 

• Ranger Handbook . $ 5.00 

• Special Forces Handbook.$ 5.00 

• Financial and Physical Survival . $ 9.95 

• Deal the First Deadly Blow .$ 9.95 

• German Combat Weapons of WW II . $12.95 

• The Complete Book of Knife Fighting .$10.95 

• Underwater Demolition Training Handbook ...$ 9.95 

• Silencers For Hand Firearms.$ 9.95 

• Principles of Personal Defense . $ 4.00 

• Small Arms Ammunition Identification Guide ..$ 6.00 

• Assassination, Theory and Practice . $ 6.00 

• Secret Weapons of the Third Reich ..$ 8.95 
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Send $2.00 for the 
fascinating 1979 
PALADIN CATALOG! 

Catalog free with any 
order. 



Please include $2.00 for postage and handling. 
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TAKE COMMAND! 


IVs your move—relive the life~and‘death decisions 
of America’s military leaders on land, seat and aitj through 
this oiftstanding collection of military hooks. 


*WORLD 

V\^ll 




APOORIAl 
HISTOWrOFTHE 
CC 1923-1945 


AJKWAR 


07X1 UlM 




ARMIES 

or THE WORLD 

1S541914 


SILENT 

VICTORY 
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OFFSHORE 

WHENWriES 
SIWCK AMERICA 
EdwinP.Hoyt 


1107 $12.95 1321 S9.95 






KESSEUIPK 


nsiM st2.a(i 

S1D.9S 

■ESSES 

BBQl $10.00 


Any 4 for only 98< 

with membership 


Direct a squadron of Merlin P5Vs over China. Keep your 
eyes peeled for enemy periscopes in the North Atlantic. 
Direct the Okinawa Invasion force minute by minute. Relive 
the agony, the tragedy, the victories of tank commanders, 
pilots, tough dogface soldiers-in Africa, the Pacific, Europe, 
Korea, Vietnam. 

The raging battles of WWII and America's other hard- 
fought wars live again->with you in command-through 
these outstanding, heart-pounding accounts of military 
strategy. They're yours through the MILITARY BOOK CLUB, 
which offers big savings on the kind of books you love. You're 
invited to choose any four of these volumes for only 98c, plus 
shipping and handling, with membership in the Club. 

How the Club works. 

After your membership’s accepted, you’ll receive your 
four books for 98c plus shipping and handling. If you are not 
satisfied, return them within ten days, cancel your member¬ 
ship, and you owe nothing. 

Once you’ve purchased just four more books during your 
first two years of membership, you may resign at any time. 

About every four weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive, 
free, the Club's magazine describing the coming selection and 
alternates, which will save you up to 30% off publishers' 
edition prices. 

If you want the selection, do nothing; it will be shipped 


to you automatically. If you want an alternate, or no book at 
all. indicate your preference on the order form and return it 
by the date specified. That date allows you 10 days to decide. 
If you receive an unwanted selection because you had less 
than 10 bays, return it at our expense. There is a shipping and 
handling charge on all books shipped. 

The Military Book Club offers its own complete, hard¬ 
bound editions sometimes altered in size to fit special 
presses and save members even more. 

Note: Prices shown are publishers' edition prices. 

FREE! When you join. 

2 Giant Full-Color World War II 
Strateav Maps. 



Military Book Club 

Dept. TR<454. Garden City. N.Y. 11530 

Please accept my application for membership in the Military 
Book Club and send me the four books whose numbers 1 have 
printed in the boxes below. Bill me only 96tc plus shipping and 
handling, I understand that I need buy only four more books 
at regular low Club prices during the first two years of my 
membership to complete my purchase commitment. My 
membership will be subject to the terms and conditions pre¬ 
sented in this ad. Also send me the two free WWII Strategy 
Maps, mine to keep whether or not I remain a member. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining 
my four selections. I may return the books within ten days. 
My membership will be canceled, I may keep the two WWII 
Strategy Maps, and I wilt owe nothing. 

Note: If you select AIR WAR, write the number in two 
boxes, then choose two more selections. 


Mr, 

Mrs_ 

Miss 

AddreK______AH No- 

City_ 

State- Zip -- 

Members accepted in U.S.A, and Canada cniy. Canadian members will 
be serviced from Toronto. Offer slightly different in Canada. 04-M125 


I. 

























































JULY/1979 


VOL. 4, NO. 7 


E&tTDRJPUftU^HfH 
LL Coi. kolm\ H. Brawn 
A9S1ST4KT MAIfAQllia EflirOfl 

Fkiblfi l_ Hfld' ' ^ ' 

AssociATc Eorrcms : 

M. L. iotiq$ 

Thomna 

N*. E. MncOoiigald 

CfTffn^lBUTING EOnORB ' 

Smstf Affirt ] 

. Lt Car. Jsll Cacfpef 
Chiuc^i Tailor 

HnrfidI Urt4 ' " . 

MiUJw Affairs ' 

CoJ. DMiel L BtUdwIn 
C^. John ^arly 

AIcKBiKlef HcCoM ” 

Ma|. Lflwla ri. "MIIW' m^ivm 

■Lfifl'E. I ' 

Smptrt^fCountw SaifUtig ] \ 

C^t. J. Lflalhsrwoad \ ■ 

FarsmeOic ' 

Dr. John Tatars 
Kft/ifflftWtwca yvrvfKfw 
DaM Slaala 

JAv Mahln j 

Atficu I * 

Al J, Vofrtflf ' 

£urvM/ I 

N. E. MacDovgald | 

AiVddfdD I ' 

Caol. John Ead> 

Aviation 

Walt Darran 

Dana DrefihDwakl ' 

Ftookv Karnp 

Specie/ WwofK & TadlpE 
Robert Aiirifhin 
Ludwig NbchoUw Lad^s [\- 
EKpiozfvwstDamo/ition \ 

John Donovan 
WSINESG MANADER 
JwnTO H. Shuhs 
ART [MBECTOR | 

Craig R. Nunn ' 

CRRAtrVE DmECTQR I ^ 

ScrFffigacitjr JHMOflsI / 

PHOTOGRAPHER *M ' ' 

Dsryl T ud(.er | 

ADVEFTnSINa OIRECTOn 
Vllhiam il. Garev 
OFFICE MAHAOER 
M&raA. PawHowald 
HAIL BMFEmRSOH 
Donrsa Cdns^ 

TTPOaHAPHEH 
T. Edwin V- 

PUBLIQ RELATtOHS I 

E. | 

6UBSCHIPTION FULFILLRKHT 
DATA FIUES INC- 
TKiO North Harilond Str««1 
Afllngldo, VA ^2301 

Tog^za-Doas 

SOLDIER' OF FORTDNE (ISSN OH5-67B4iUSP& 
is publialiKi mnnlhly by Om^ iSraup 
Umiiedi, ST34 ArafHfiaa Avenue, BnuUof, Cniofadd 
B030D. ISO'SO a4R^T5Q. &eoDhd Claaa POalago Is paid aJI 
' BouldM, CdlOctdp^ and addiHonal mailing of* 

Itcea. $1D.DD Tor 5in.*laaLie Sub4drlp44gnrsiBJOO for 
TwelvelBsua SiABCFfprion. For Slii-rsaLsa Svbacripitlon 
add i7.» — Domestic First Class; $S.ms — Air Carwla 
& Uffidco: ilS-OQ- — Air Europe i. Laliln AmarlcB; 
SISXW — Ai:r A|j 0[hir ComtlnenfB. Fo^ TwelMe-isaue', 
SulBcrlpllcin add SU.W — DomoSlk Hrit dass; 
(Q.QD — Air Ganads L HoKlao; $Z4jfK) — A|r Europe $ 
Latin Amsdca; ¥».«] — Air AH 0|hef ConLlnenle. 
Single Issue Frlca — ^Z.QOl 
GONTH iRLJraflS; ManuKripce, phMogrA^, 

Ing^ ^ »rbmi:ttod al ms ccnlFlbulora own risk. 
Material Btwuld be mailad tn SOLDIER OF FOT^UNB. 

' P.D. BOX 693. BguInleT. Cotorddo 00306^ and Canriol bfl 
returned iinlass acccmpaoled by sulllciafn postage. 
An^ malenal accepted le a^jecl td aucli tevialpn ts 1$ 

' necessary lo msfil the sdllorol redalremsnis □! SOF. 
Ah manuBcrlots muat be typed double-epaned. All 
photographs s^uld be eccempenlud by cepliona. 
Peyowfii will be mpdfl at rotes cuneni at tirne of 
pubHoallon. 

CHANCE Of ADDRESSiSUBSCRlFtlON PROBLEMS^ 
San wee*e nolito ia roqgiif*| on AH chonges ol! ad¬ 
dress. Send ctd address as well as new to: Cene 
Bednsf, DATA FILES INC.. izgoNorlh Hartlord Street. 
Arlptwton, VA 2^1. 

CopyHtiht |C| ty Ofnega Group Limited 
AJI Rcghta Reeofved 


SOLIHKR OF 


1 ^ 



Table of 


Contents 


COVER: 

Shangaan trackers inspect terrorist spoor near Rhodesia-MozambIque 
border Civilian African Tracker Unit has proven highly affective in locating 
terrs. Jack Lott's article on C.A.T.U, begins on page 46; 

6 FLAK 

GUEST EDITORIAL 

10 SYMBOLS OF IRRESOLUTION 

WALL ST. JOURNAL 

11 TERRAIN & SITUATION 

JERRY AHERN 

12 BULLETIN BOARD 
14 FULL AUTO 

CHUCK TAYLOR 

16 STEELE ON POLICE WEAPONS 

DAVID E. STEELE 

20 COMBAT PISTOLCRAFT 

JEFF COOPER & KEN HACKATHORN 

22 ADVENTURE QUARTERMASTER 
24 IN REVIEW 

PIERCING THE REICH 
HOUR OF REDEMPTION 

‘*Gls IN VIETNAM WERE HEROES" 

26 SOF INTERVIEWS EX-VC SYMPATHIZERS 

JOHN HOVilARD 

NEW SOUTH AFRfCAN 9MM SEMI-AUTO PISTOL 

30 EXCLUSIVE: THE HAWK 

BILL BUYS 

LAWYER EXPOSES ENTRAPMENT TACTICS & TECHNIQUES— 
CONCLUSION 

32 BATF GESTAPO 

DAVID T. HARDY 

WW II BRITISH COMMANDO STYLE 

35 THE ART OF SILENT KILLING 

WILLIAM L CASSIDY 
UN TROOPS STRIKE OUT 

40 COMBAT IN LEBANON 

AL J. VENTER 

RHODESIA'S CIVILIAN TRACKING UNIT: "RUN THE BASTARDS DOWN!” 

46 C.A.T.U. TRACKS TERRORISTS 

JACK LOTT 

HOWTO TRACK YOUR ENEMY 

52 COMBAT TRACKING TECHNIQUES 

CAPT JOHN EARLY . : . ‘ a 

SOF STAFF VISITS MARINE MILITARY ACADEMY 

56 TURN A FEW GOOD BOYS INTO A FEW 
GOOD MEN 

N.E. MacDOUGALD 

MILITARY APPLICATIONS OF THE PHYSIOLOGY OF HUMAN NIGHT 
VISION 

60 WE SEE AT NIGHT 

CAPT DONALD C. SKIPPER 

SOF INTRODUCES NEW MARTIAL ARTS EDITOR 

64 FIGHTING FOR KEEPS 

M-l, jone§., 

TONY CUEStA’S STORY-PART I 

67 MY FIGHT AGAINST FIDEL 

TONY CUESTA 













DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

1 

Combat Bookshelf 


NEW DESERT PUBLICATIONS 1979 CATALOG 
We are proud to present our large new catalog for 1979, Loaded with many new 
and exciting titles, of which, a few are listed below. Our new catalog contains 
more titles than ever before, so send for your FREE copy today. A catalog is 
included with every order. You can’t lose at this price. 

Catalog 79-1.FREE 

— Dealer Inquiries Always Welcome — 





NEW TITLES 











TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT 
— How The Underdog Gets Justice — 
by Victor Santoro 

In today's society there exists a large “grey area" 
of justice where the average good-guy gets 
screwed, blued & tattoed. Many wrongs fall short 
of being criminal — hence, no police help! In this 
book. Victor Santoro brings forth a virtual ency¬ 
clopedia of "dirty tricks" the underdog can use to 
get revenge. This is guerrilla warfare reduced to the 
lowest common denominator — where one man 
can become an army, striking from the shadows, 
to reduce his target to a mental basket case. No 
legal or moral assessment is made and the reader 
is cautioned that this book is for entertainment 
reading only. 

213.$4.95 

STREET FIGHTING 
— America’s Martial Art — 
by George Carpenter 

This book turns the spotlight back to fighting 
skills that have put more opponents in the hos¬ 
pital or grave yard than alt the Oriental skills 
combined. Written by a man who has “been and 
done," this book compares hand-to-hand fighting 
techniques as to what works and what dosen't. 
This is not the book for “fair fighters" or “dojo 
ballerinas," but is an invaluable handbook for 
anyone who wants to be able to punch, kick and 
claw his way to victory or safety under great odds. 
Hardcover edition only, loaded with photos. 

428.$12.95 

THOMPSON SUBMACHINE GUNS 
This great book puts under one cover the most 
complete compendium of practical and technical 
Tommy Gun information ever published. Five 
complete volumes reprinted under one cover, 
uncut: "The Thompson Submachine Gun Model 
1928 .45 Calibre" (British), "Basic Field Manual 
Thompson Submachinegun, .45, M1928A1"(U.S. 
Ordnance), "Thompson Submachine gun .45, 
M1"(U.S. Army Ordnance), “Thompson Ultra 
Modern Automatic Arms" (Auto-Ordnance Cata¬ 
log). Over 230 information-packed pages, brim¬ 
ming with exploded view illustrations and photos. 
031.‘.$6.95 

SHOOTOUT 
— Modern Gunfighting — 
by Tony Lesce 

This refreshing new book separates fact from 
fiction on the subject of combat & defensive 
shooting. Chapters cover such subjects as: 
Gunfighting and Some Misconceptions; Guns 
and Equipment; Ammunition; Psychological 
Factors; Shooting Stance and Style; Tactics of 
Gunfighting; Gunfight Situations; Questions & 
Answers; Setting Up Practice Situations. A vital 
source of information in a field where correct 
knowledge can give you that life saving edge over 
an opponent. 

427.$4.95 


HOW TO OPEN HANDCUFFS WITHOUT KEYS 
by Carl Roper 

A great companion volume to Handcuffs, U.S., 
Vol. 1, Written for the locksmith, handcuff col¬ 
lector, and professional magician, this book covers 
picking techniques of the most antique cuffs — up 
to and including how to pick modern cuffs, such 
as the S&W high security cuffs used by the U.S. 
Marshall Service. Well illustrated with many 
drawings and photos. 

120.$4.95 







BLOODY IRON 

by Harold J. Jenks & Michael H. Brown 
"Bloody iron” is a revolutionary new book on 
knife fighting, written by men who have “been 
and done.” Many never before told, secrets of 
knife fighting are revealed, including: life saving 
techniques, moves and tricks, all illustrated by 
dozens of large clear photographs. "Bloody 
iron" is a radical departure from alt the previously 
taught techniques. You don't have the full story 
on knife fighting until you have this book! Hard 
bound. 

424.$12.95 


DEVIL DOGS 

— Attack & Guard Dog Training — 
by George Carpenter 

A great new source of Information on how to buy 
and train your own attack dog or, in some cases, 
train your existing pet dog. Chapters include: 
The Dog as a Weapon; Choosing the Right Breed; 
Obedience Trianing; Training the Watchdog; 
Gun Training; Attack Dog Training; Guarding 
Prisoners; and final chapter on the legal aspects 
of owning guard dogs. Written and illustrated with 
many photographs by a man who has done hat he 
tells you how to do. 

426.$4.95 


AGENT’S HANDBOOK OF 
BLACK BAG OPERATIONS 
A book the "Watergate 5" should have read! A 
detailed study of a very controversial subject 
matter. All Intelligence operation, whether 
governmental, commercial or private, utilize 
"Black Bag" techniques at one time or another. 
The author of this book has gleaned much Infor¬ 
mation from agents who have “been and done." 
Also included is a sample plan of action excerpted 
from an actual F.B.I. memorandum detailing a 
"for real” Black Bag Job! 

212.$5.95 
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AN/COM ELECTRONICS 

INTRODUCES 
THE SUCCESSOR TO 
THE AN/PRC-6 
THE AN/PRC-6T 
AN ALL SOLID STATE VERSION 
OF THIS WORKHORSE 
PORTABLE THAT SETS A NEW 
STANDARD OF PERFORMANCE 
& RELIABILITY 



• UP TO TEN TIMES THE LIFE OF 
OF THE BATTERY/TUBE MODEL 

• TAKES STANDARD OR 

ALKALIDE 'D'CELL 

• UP THE RANGE OF STANDARD 

AN/PRC-6 

• GREATER RECEIVING 

SENSITIVITY 

• RUGGED WATER PROOF CASE 

REBUILT TO MIL SPEC 
• ACCEPTS STANDARD PRC-6 
CRYSTALS 

REFINISHED TO GOV'T SPECS 
CONVERTED TO ALL SOLID 
STATE 


$150.00 

ALL ITEMS SHIPPED PREPAID 

AN/COM 

ELECTRONICS 

5521 CLEON, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, 
CA 91601 (213)769-5518 


FLAK 


H ard-hitting 

REALISM ... 

Sirs: 

,. .Your magazine gives credence to the 
word “professional” which is exemplified 
in people such as yourselves and the late 
Michael Echanis. Tve always tried to live 
by the standard that “to be an optimist or 
a pessimist is to be a fool, but to be a 
realist is to be truly enlightened,” and' 
your magazine gives a hard-hitting realism 
that shows what is really going on in this 
world of ours and helps those who under¬ 
stand it to be survivors rather than sheep 
heading headlong into wolves.... 
Respectfully. 

Lance S. Edwards 
Newburgh, Indiana 

P OLICEMAN SPEAKS 
OUT ... 

Sirs: 

Hot damn, finally a good, straight-for¬ 
ward evaluation of a weapon. I refer to 
Chuck Taylor’s article covering the “LES 
P18” (SOF, Apr. ’79). Taylor, unlike 
some other gun writers, calls an ace an 
ace, and a piece of junk just that. 

As a police officer, and an avid hand- 
gunner, I think it’s high time we see more 
honest handgun evaluations. In my pro¬ 
fession, the weapon I carry is a matter of 
life and death — cut and dried. Your ex¬ 
pert field tests with no snow jobs and no 
technical B.S. come right to the point. 
You don’t need a slide rule and an en¬ 
gineer’s dictionary to comprehend and 
digest the information.... 

Sincerely, 

M.D. Addison 
Garland, Texas 

R hodesia 

CARRIES ON ... 

Sirs: 

During March, I visited Victoria Falls 
(an armed enclosure), Salisbury, and Um- 
tali. In each city, I was impressed by the 
tenacity and ingenuity of the Rhodesian 
people! They are definitely struggling to 
maintain a pleasant lifestyle in the face of 
adversity. 

Victoria Falls is very slowly being chok¬ 
ed by lack of tourists. The hotels are 
almost empty and the casinos deserted on 
any given night. On arrival at the airport, 
troopies convoy everyone into town to the 



hotels. The residents are holding up well 
despite the obvious tension. Sitting on the 
veranda of the “Vic Falls” Hotel and 
watching the trains pass to/from Zambia 
was an obvious example of the failure of 
international sanctions! Flying out of Vic 
Falls in a Viscount was exciting as we 
circled the airport to gain height to avoid 
. SA-7s'. 

Salisbury continues to operate well al¬ 
though it’s dead after 2200. The place for 
local Americans and foreign meres to stay 
now is the WVS Forces Canteen ($1.25 
per day and three squares). Also, a British 
ex-RLI veteran states that unit is now half 
foreigners. He recommended not joining 
that unit but freelancing or riding shotgun 
for convoys as the Rhodesian officers 
treated “us foreigners like dirt.” 

Umtali, on the Mozambique border, 
continues to be a hot spot! The favorite 
T-shirt is a beer bottle with fins (mortar) 
saying “Come to Umtali and get 
bombed.” The troopie barracks is the old 
Cecil hotel and they can be found at the 
Stirrup and Cup Pub or the bar at the 
Wise Owl hotel. I was able to visit a 
Rhodesian Wattle Co. coffee plantation 
which adjoined the border. The 
manager’s house took small arms fire the 

As all reserves are called up to prevent 
“gook” (shades of ’Nam) attacks preced¬ 
ing the April elections, employment op¬ 
portunities for foreigners are increasing. 
Anglo-American is offering RS1,0(X) per 
month for riding shotgun on the Umtali- 
Melsetter logging convoys. This doesn’t 
include bonuses each time all vehicles 
make it through. The convoy boss is an 
ex-Marine, by the way. 

Overall, I was impressed with the coun¬ 
try and the people. They feel abandoned 
by the West and intensely dislike Presi¬ 
dent Carter and hate Dr. Owen almost as 
much as the British are embarrassed bv 
him. They are eager to welcome tourists 
and foreigners to assist them in their 
struggle. All race laws have been eli¬ 
minated and I feel they are on their way to 
a relatively efficient turnover to majority 
rule. This may be thwarted by U.S./U.K. 
lack of support for the April elections. 

Sincerely, 

T.M.K. 

San Francisco, California 
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f\eld 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL 

.O.D. GREEN — $44.95 

CAMOUFLAGE — $49.95 
(Add $1.50 per jacket for shipping.) 

These are the latest G.l. issue Nylon/Cotton con¬ 
struction with exclusive government quarpel water 
repellent. Complete with hide-away zipper hood. 
ORIGINAL G.l. M-65 COLD WEATHER FIELD JACKET 
LINERS. 

Sizes S.M.L, XL.$15.95 ppd. 

M-65 Jacket Alaskan Hood. 

O.D. Green.$ 4,95 


W.W. f 

KNUCKLE KNfFE $19.95 each 

Exact reproduction — brass handle, 6 ” blade. 
Truly a collector’s Item. Check local laws before 
ordering. You must be over 21 years of age to order. 

‘Special 2 for $35.00 + $1.50 per knife for shipping. 

BRITISH COMMANDO BATTLE 
JACKET 

This attractive jacket is 
brand new British government 
surplus. A lightweight, rugged^ 
all-purpose jacket made of 
O.D. color, heavy-duty denim. 
vA May never be available again. 

1 Sizes:S,M,L.... Only$9.95 

jgjk (plus $1.50 shipping) 

‘Please send height, chest 
j: and waist measurements 
' for an exact fit. 


VIETNAM JUNGLE HAT The soft, 
collapsible hat made famous by our 
troops in Vietnam. Very comfortable. 
Sizes: S,M,L. XL..O.D. GREEN — $3.95 
CAMOUFLAGE — $4.95 
(Add 75* per hat for shipping.) 








BRAND NEW FACTORY FRESH 
COMBAT & TARGET MAGAZINES 


1. German Luger, 9mm.$ 6.95 

2. AR-15/M-16 20-shot G.l.$ 4.00 

3. AR-15/M-16 30-shot G.l.$ 5.95 

4. AR-15/AR-18040shot steel clip... $21.95 

5. Roger Mini-14 30-shot .223.$ 9.95 

6. Colt .45 Auto, all models, 7'Shot.. $ 5.00 

7. Colt .45 Auto, all models, 15-shot. $15.00 

8. Colt .38 Super auto, all models... $ 7.50 

9. Colt .45 Auto, all models, stainless_$10.00 

10. Colt Gold Cup, Nat. Match. .38 Special, S-Shot 

...$18.00 

11. Browning 9mm Hi-Power, 13-Shot.$12.00 

12. Browning 9mm Hl-Power, 22-shot 
.$20.00 

13. Waither PP and PPK/s .380 w/fingerest $10.95 

14. Waither PPK .380 (pre 1968) w/flngerest $10.95 

15. Colt .38 Super auto, stainless . $12.00 

16. FN/FAL Assault Rifle, 20-shot $24.95 

17. M-14 (M-1A) Rifle 20-shot, 7.62mm...... $12!50 

18. Thompson SMG, 40-shot drum.$59.95 

(Add 50* per magazine 
for shipping!) 




SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 


% T M 

NEW S.W.A.T. COMBAT MAGAZINE 
EXTENSIONS FOR YOUR SHOTGUN 

Increases shell capacity to 7 (18” bbis.) 8 (20” 
bbis.) or 10 (26" bbis.). Made for Remington 870,1100; 
Winchester 1200; and Browning 5‘A. Installs easily 
without alteration. Full warranty. Now used by the 

P B.I. 7 or 8 Shot Model...$20.00 

10 Shot Model.$36.00 

{Please add $2.00 per unit for shipping!) 

COLT .45 AUTO MAGS. & 
CLIP POUCH SET 
G.l. Canvas pouch with 
2 Brand New G.l. .45 auto 

magazines_Only $9.95 

(Add 75* per set for shipping.) 

NEW AR-15 & M-16 
30 RD. MAGS. & NYLON POUCH 

Now G.l. Nylon pouch with 3 30-rd. magazines. 

Only...$21.95 

(add 75* per set for shipping.) 

S.W.A.T. NIGHT FIRING DEVICE 

Night firing device... for Colt'M-16/AR-15, SIG- 
AMT, Heckler & Koch 91 and 93, AR-180. AR-18, FN-49 
and G-3 Rifles. Please specify.$16.00 

RUGER MINM4 

FLASH SUPPRESSORS ... $26.00 
(Add $1.00 for shipping) 

BRAND NEW! MILITARY EQUIPMENT! 



^ All 


“THE LITTLE BLACK BOX” 


Warning this device Is not to be used for 
surveillance! Automatically starts recorder when 
telephone Is picked up. Records entire 
conversation... Then automatically stops recorder 
when phone is hung up! Can be attached anywhere 
along the line — plugs into ANY recorder and causes 
absolutely no interference or noise on the phone.. 

Extremely useful around the home or office for 
making ACCURATE and PERMANENT records of all 
incoming and outgoing calls. MINIATURE! Only 1” x 

^ '‘ftMClal Satei Now Only . $29.95 

plus $1.00 shipping 

Quick-Release Vietnam Issue Pistol Belt. 
. $4.95 plus 75<t shipping. 


All Items are brand new — Direct from the U.l 
Gov’t. Contractors. The most rugged dependable, 
Combat-Proven items available! Do not confuse 
these genuine Items with cheap, inferior imports of¬ 
fered elsewhere! 

1. U.S.A.F. MA-1 Nylon Flyer’s Jacket, Fully rever¬ 

sible, O.D. and Internatfonal Orange. Sizes: S, 
M. L, XL. $39.95 

2. U.S. Army D3-A Black Leather Gloves . $ 9.95 

3. U.S. Army O.D. Wool Gloves.$ 2.95 

4. U.S. Army O.D. Plastic Canteen with latest 

issue canteen cover...$ 5.95 

5. U.S. Army Original O.D. Flashlight.$ 4.95 

6. G.l. Pineapple Grenade, w/detachable lever and 

pin, de-activated type.$ 6.95 

7. Military Police Nightstick, 22” long-$ 5.95 

8. Military Police Handcuffs, Peerless ... $17.95 

9. G.l. 1st Aid Kit, all emergency items in O.D. 

case that fits on belt.$ 4.95 

10. M-17 Gas Mask w/filters and bag.$39.95 

11. U.S. Army .45 auto belt holster.$14.95 

12. U.S. Army M-7 .45 auto Shoulder holster 

.....$19.95 

13. M-1949 Mountain Sleeping Bag, latest issue, 

mummy style, over 6Va feet long.$49.95 

14. Used, G.l. Sleeping Bag Covers... $ 7.95 

15. G.l. Wool Blankets, O.D. Green.$19.95 

16. U.S.M.C. Camouflage Ponchos.$24.95 

17. G.l. Vietnam Combat Pack, used.$ 4.95 

18. Late issue U.S. Government C-Rations, 12 mix¬ 
ed meals, case. . $34.95ppd. 

19. Vietnam Jungle Boots, Genuine G.l. — NOT 

Korean imports. Full sizes only 6-14, regular or 
wide .$29.95 

20. Genuine G.l. Black Leather Combat Boots, 
these are the standard issue for all branches of 
the U.S. Armed Forces, Sizes: 6-14, reg. or wide. 
.$29.95 

21. U.S. Army M72 Nylon Pistol Belt.$ 7.95 

22. G.l. O.D. "T” Shirts S.M,L,XL, 6 of same size for 
.$15.00 

23. G.l. OD Boxer Undershorts, Sizes: 34, 36,38,40, 

4 2.8for$12.00 

24. U.S.M.C. Camo Poncho liners, ... .$24.95 

25. U.S.A.F. Pilot’s Survival Knife with leather 

sheath and sharpening stone.$11.95 

26. U.S. Marine Corps Combat Knife, 7" blade with 

leather sheath. $12.95 

27. U.S. Army Stainless Steel Pocket Knife, 

4-blades, knife, bottle-opener, screw driver, and 
hole puncher...$ 8.95 

29. U.S. Army Machete, 18” blade with O.D. canvas 

sheath .$8.95 

*Ali items are genuine, not import junX! 

(Please add $1.00 shipping for 1st item, 
for additional items add SO*.} 

THE BLACK BOOK OF DIRTY TRICKS 

"Improvised Munitions Handbook”, is the most 
sought-after, here-to-fore Impossible to obtain Army 
manual. Includes revealing chapters on: Improvised 
Explosives and Propellants; Mines & Grenades; 
Small Arms Weapons & Ammo; Mortars & Rockets; 
Incendiary Devices; Fuses, Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Plus how to manufacture Rocket Laun¬ 
chers, Pistols, Shotguns, and recoiless Rifles from 
easy to obtain materials and much, much more! New 
expanded edition! Limited Number Available! 
ORDER NOW!.ONLY $10.00 postpaid 


29. L 





U.S.M.C. CAMOUFLAGE 
FATIGUES, 

100% COTTON 

Genuine — Latest issue. Sizes 
small and medium only. Jacket 

and pants, set.$39.95 

O.D. G.l. FATIGUES 
100% cotton, 4-pocket style 
trousers. Sizes 28-42. 

Lengths: 30, 32, 34. Only .$12.95 
Jackets to match. Small, medium, 
large, and X-Large. Only .. $12.95 

Complete Set Only.$24.95 

(Add $1.00 for shipping) 

“PARALYZER” 

TEAR GAS WEAPON 

"Paralyzer” stops muggers, robbers and rapists 

Instantly.A heavy spray of tear 

gas shoots out to a range up to 18 feet. Causes 
violent coughing and sneezing and a tremendous 
burning sensation to the eyes, nose and throat and 
skin. Completely disables the assailant for 10-15 
minutes without causing permanent injury. 

You must be over 21 to order. 

POCKET MODEL.$4.95 ea. ~ $36.00 dozen 

(fires 50 one-second blasts) 

POLICE MODEL.$6.95 ea. — $46.00 dozen 

(fires 70 one-second blasts) 

(Add 75* per unit for shipping.) 

6 SHOTTEAR GAS/STARTER 
REVOLVER 

Fires 8 — .22 cal. tear gas 
or blanks in seconds. 

Heavy-duty metal. Checkered grips, 

BLUE — Reg.$11.95 NowOnly. $6.95 

CHROME — Reg. $12.95Now Only. $7.95 

Hip Holster.$1.50 

Tear gas cartridges — (10 per pack)...$1.50 

Extra-Loud Blanks — (100 per pack).$2.50 

(Add $1.00 per gun for shipping) 




NEW PARATROOPER 
FOLDING STOCKS 

for the M-1 Carbine and the Ruger 10/22! Walnut with 
blued ordnance steel, ready to install. Fits alt G.l. and 

commercial Carbines. (Specify mfg.).$49.95 

plus $2.00 shipping 
(Specify M-1 Carbine or Ruger 10/22.) 

BRAND NEW 

M-1 CARBINE ACCESSORIES 

5-shot magazine... $2.00 

15-shot magazine.$2.00 

30-shot magazine.$3.50 

60-rd. Jungle Clip — (Clips 2 30-rd. mags, together) 

.$2.95 

Sling & Oiler. $2.95 

Mag. Pouch — hoids215-rd. mags.$1.50 

Mag. Pouch — holds 2 30-rd. mags.$5.95 

Flash HIder.$9.95 

Muzzle Brake.$9.95 

Ventilated Steel Handguard.$3.95 

Piston Nut Wrench — (Double-ended).$2.95 

Scope Base, no drilling or tapping.$9.95 

Carbines, Cal. 30, Technical Manual _$5.95 

(Please add 50* per item for shipping.) 

ORDERS 800-323-3233 ask 

for Operator # 

$25.00 MINIMUM PHONE ORDER! 
Information Number (312) 598-4466 
C.O.D. FEE - $3.00 EXTRA 
MINIMUM MAIL ORDER — $10.00 
U.P.S. Delivery Only on C.O.D.’s. 

PLEASE NOTE We usually shio 95 ol ou» ordefs wHhin 10 days 
Money orders arxl cert checks shipped lirsl. oersonal checks held 3-4 
wkb Bui because o( the unique service we provide and the new taw re¬ 
quiring us to stale specific delivery times which m some cases we 
carwnt do we can only accept orders with the buyers unders¬ 
tanding ol an unspecified delivery dale and the buyers waiver ot an ex¬ 
act delivery notification We will advise you on any backordered items 
and will rekjnd you immediately upon your request Thank You AddSDv- 
per order Ipr insurance to avoid postal thett s III res addS' sates tax 

ORDER TODAY! ’Y" copvuight wa 


PARELLEX C0RP. 


Dept, S-7 P.O. Box F 
Chicago Ridge, III. 60415 
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

To order by mall, send check or money order or 
fill in the credit card information below. 

Please charge to my Visa/BankAmericardNo. Q 

Master Charge No. □ Exp. Date _ 

card No____ 

Signature __ 

























































































Latge: Handle 5 - 1 / 8 ” 
j. Blade 6-7/8” 

^ Overall IX” 

^ False edge X-3/4” 

Made from V4” tool steel, both these double- 
quillioned knives have Armorhlde-covered 
aluminum alloy handles. 


Small: 

Handle 4 ” 

Blade 5” 

Overall 9” 

False Edge X-3/8’ 


INSTRUCTIONS 


WIN THESE KNIVES 


Gerber’s two new knives have everything but 
great names. Name one, and win it ^ name both, 
win the pair! 


1't All entries MUST -be on postcard, andcont 

following- PRINJ&O or TYPED information 
^ (enveiopes wilt'fie disqualified). 

2 \ Your jjarTfe and address. 
i^-Gofitest code SOF-JUL. 


4. The name you choose for the knives. 

try p er household. 

6. Deadline; 1 July 


This contest is sponsored by SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine and GERBER LEGENDARY BLADES. The winner will be 
, announced in the September issue of SOLDIER OF FORTUNE (in case of multiple winners, earliest post-marked entry 
wins). Send entries to: 


GERBER LEGENDARY BLADES 
Dept. SOF, 14200 W 72d 
Portland, OR 97223 







Something for The Men Among Men 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MEDALLIONS FROM “SKYSTALKER ENTERPRISES” 






BE THE FIRST - ORDER NOW 


0l?lcn 

TDKo ®c£ieC€ Sn — ($n3 §>cvie. ^oi ^/leedom 


SOFRING -14KSOLIDGOLD- 
SOF RING - STERLING SILVER 

SOF MEDALLION 1V 4 inch dia. 
pure silver .999 —^- 

SOF MEDALLION V 2 inch. dia. 
pure siiver .999 - 


QUANTITY 


EACH 


TOTAL 



Send $1.00 refundable with first order for brochure of other SOLDIER of FORTUNE 
medallions available, including key chains, tie tacks, lapel pins. Medallions are available in 
24K solid gold, (pure), 10K gold, and bronze. Brochure includes variations of Soldier of For¬ 
tune rings available including even ones for your lady friend(s). 

(Shipped postpaid including duties and insurance) TOTAL AMOUNT OF ORDER ■■ ^._ (enclosed) 

SEND MONEY ORDER, CERTiFIED CHEQUE OR BANK DRAR TO: 


U.S. ORDERS 

flex’d 

P.O. BOX 355 
DERBY LINE. VERMONT 
05830 



CANADIAN ORDERS 


0rii:e^i(i\Ue& Item'd 

P.O. BOX 390 

STANSTEAD. QUEBEC. CANADA 
JOB 3E0 


ALLOW FOUR TO SIX WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 

INTERESTING TO NOTE: Precious metals (gold and silver) can be converted into cash at almost any place at any time. Medallions can also be used tor ID tags. 


SIZE RING TO 

MEASURE RING I 1 M 1 1 M 1 M 1 

THICKEST PART 

SIZEON 

OF FINGER 

THIS SCALE 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 M 1 

i 

^ CUT OUT AND WRAP AROUND 


























GUEST EDITORIAL 
FROM 

THE WALL ST. JOURNAL 

SYMBOLS 

OF 

IRRESOLUTION 


iSo Mr. Carter lost an embassy. Oh, perhaps you 
shouldn’t fault him. After all he had another 69 Marines 
on alert in the Azores only 4,000 miles away. 

And while the American Embassy in Iran was being 
overrun, the American Ambassador in Afghanistan was 
being assassinated by Moslems demanding that the 
Afghan regime release imprisoned mullahs. 

The Marines were stuck in the Azores because Turkey 
would not accept them; it has become too dangerous to 
take risks on behalf of the United States. And while 
Afghanistan is the Soviets’ newest puppet, rebels there 
do not kidnap Russians; it is much safer to pick on 
Americans. 

None of this should be particularly surprising. It 
might be called the vindication of the domino theory . In 
the world of geopolitics, if you lose in one place you will 
be tested in another. If you lose successively you will be 
tested in more and more ways. If you start not even to 
put up a fight, everyone will start to bully you. Any nor¬ 
mal kid in a schoolyard learns this; we keep wondering 
where the members of this administration grew up. 

To be fair, of course, the erosion of American power 
and standing in the world started long before the Carter 
administration. In our view, it started in the Kennedy 
administration, with the colossal blunder of sanctioning 
a coup in Vietnam against Ngo Dinh Diem. This sealed 
a heavy American commitment to the place, and within 
a month Lyndon Johnson, who had opposed the coup, 
was the President dealing with its aftermath. 

Many subsequent mistakes were also made in Viet¬ 
nam, of course, but as strategic analyst Albert 
Wohlsteter has remarked, the worst thing about the war 
was bound to be the lessons we drew from it. So in its 
wake, public discussion centered on the arrogance of 
American power, the irrelevance of military force, and 
so on. These attitudes in the public and the Congress 


served to hamstring the Nixon-Kissinger-Ford approach 
to foreign policy. 

The great tragedy of the current administration is that 
just as the public and Congress started to regain their 
sense of proportion on these matters, Mr. Carter stuffed 
the key second and third levels of the State Department, 
National Security Council and even the Pentagon with 
people upon whom the wrong lessons had been in¬ 
delibly stamped. So now that the public is ready to do 
something to strengthen the American posture in the 
^orld — indeed forcing the administration to do more 
against its own instincts we have policymakers adept 
at designing symbols of irresolution. 

In the midst of the Iranian crisis, the administration 
starts the aircraft carrier Constitution out of Subic Bay 
and heads it toward the Persian Gulf, where it might 
have come in handy yesterday. But it changes its mind, 
and leaves the carrier circling aimlessly off the straits of 
Malacca. To firm up the Saudis in the wake of the 
shah’s collapse, it sends a flight of F-15s, but announces 
that they are unarmed. It plays the China card and gets 
nervous when the Russians are upset. For that matter, 
we learn that it does not even bother to ask Peking to re¬ 
nounce the use of force against Taiwan; you can rest 
assured the strategic arms treaty with the Soviet Union 
has been negotiated the same way. 

We are paying the price for this kind of policy, and 
are simply lucky that the episode at the Tehran embassy 
did not turn out even bloodier than the episode in 
Kabul. Unless the administration starts to show some 
backbone somewhere, the ultimate price is likely to be 
far higher than either. 

(Ed. Note: This editorial is reprinted with permission 
from the IS February 1979 Wall Street Journal. 
Copyright © Dow Jones.) 
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Jferry Ahern 



^)uTRIDER used to be a gunshop 
name down Atlanta way. The store is now 
called Southern Gun Exchange, but the 
name “Outrider** has stuck at least in part 
— as the name of some of the finest hand- 
made stag and ivory grips this writer has 
seen. Outrider brand, Td known for some 
time, was making custom ivory grips for 
the little North American Mini revolvers. 
But then one day in talking with Donnie 
Donaldson, I learned that under the 
Outrider brand they offered genuine In¬ 
dian Sanbar stag grips for most commonly 
encountered pistols and revolvers, hand¬ 
crafted ivory grips for numerous guns and 
almost any other gun on a custom basis; 
and even scrimshawed ivory grips. 

A drive down from Commerce, Geor¬ 
gia, to Atlanta and one look at the grip 
display at the Southern Gun Exchange 
facility proved that anything Donnie 
could have said about the grips would 
have been too modest. A pair of the stag 
grips now adorns — and take the word lit¬ 
erally — my Government Model and a 
pair of scrimshawed grips will be borrow¬ 
ed for some upcoming color photos on a 
Colt revolver we’re slated to test. Already, 


several friends I’ve described the grips to 
have ordered a pair. 

Stag is one of the generally most dur¬ 
able handle materials available. Ivory — 
especially if you use tea to antique it — 
just looks pretty. The delicacy of the 
scrimshaw artwork on some of the ivory 
grips is museum quality. Although the 
ivory and scrimshawed ivory are quite a 
bit more expensive, considering the qual¬ 
ity, the cost is really a bargain. A pair of 
the stag grips like those on my Govern¬ 
ment Model retails for about $23. That is 
a steal. For more information or to order, 
write Southern Gun Exchange, 4311 N.E. 
Expressway, Atlanta, GA 30340, U.S.A. 

For all the complicated and 
sophisticated weaponry there is, some¬ 
times what’s simplest is what’s best. A 
case in point is the Marlin Model 1894. 
With 10-round magazine, the old level ac¬ 
tion .44 Magnum makes one of the handi¬ 
est and most reliable game getters around. 
And in a pinch when loaded with some¬ 
thing like the Smith & Wesson 240-grain 
.44 Mag JHPs, it’d be no slouch for per¬ 
sonal defense in a survival situation. 
Among people in the firearms community 


Atlanta’s Outrider Brand genuine stag grips for Government Model ,45 Colt auto fit excellent¬ 
ly, retail for under $25. Where can you beat that? 


i GUNTIGHTING 
AT HOME 
AND 

RELATED 
' SUBJECTS 


nr- 


A TEXTBOOK BY E. R. FENJOHN 
ABOUT THE PROPER USE OF A 
HAND GUN TO DEFEND A HOME 
AND ITS OCCUPANTS 

HARDCOVER 

ILLUSTRATED 

SEND 

$4.95 PLUS 48<|! POSTAGE 

TO: 

GOLD STAR PUB. CO. 

DEPT. SF-JU, 90 CRICKET AVE. 
ARDMORE. PA. 19003 




EAVESDROPPER STOPPER 



SILENTLY 
INDICATES 
WHETHER 
SOMEONE 
ELSE IS 
LISTENING! 

95 


‘ 29 .® 


Indicates presence of tapping 
devices. . . if line is busy. . . 
if extension is listening. 


ELIMINATE POSSIBILITY OF 

TAPS OR UNAUTHORIZED 
LISTENERS-IN ON PHONE 


• Makes your phone secure 

• Prevents interruptions 
and arguments 

• Works whether call is 
being made or received 

• Use It at any location 

• No interference with 
normal operation 

• Works with party lines 

Adjustable for ALL 
telephone installations 

MONEY BACK GUABANTEEw^ 
FREE telephone accessories arxj detection 
devices catalog with purchase 
Send check/mooey Ofder (add $2.00 for postage and 
_ handling, plus local salas tai) 


AMERICAN MAILING, INC. 
DEPT. SF-JU, P.O. BOX 112 
NYACK,N.Y. 10960 


SOLDIEU OF FORTIJIVF 11 
















DEPENDABLE 


Finest 

Pistol & 

Rifle 

MAGAZINES \Wi 

STEEL FABRiCATED 

tVffir. in try n MACAZIHES 


FOREIGN ORDERS Be sure to uSe U.S. currency and send 
enough to cover for air freight charges. 


CALIBER DESCRIPTION PRICE 

22 Asira Constable Llama . .. 9.95 

22 Browning Balguin made.... 11.95 

22 Browning U.S. made. 12.95 

22 Bcreila 70’s Interchangeable 70.101.76. 11.95 

22 Colt New or Old mod. spe . 11.95 

22 Cold ACC New or old ... 18.95 

22 Colt Convcrtion Fits 9mm, 38,45, Gov. Mod...24.95 

22 Hi-Standar Sport King, Sharpshooter, 11.95 

22 Hi-Stand, Victor, Citation, Supermatic, Trophy. 11.95 

22 Hi-StandarHB.‘‘B","GB” . 13.95 

22 Hi-Standar H-D, H A, D. A. HE. GE. GD. 11.95 

22 Llama Fit. new mods. (14 Rds. 13,95).Reg. size 11.95 

22 Llama older mod. "Foreign made". 9.95 

22 Mab mod. G.L.R, (Sterling mod. 302 8.95). 9,95 

22 Ruger new or old. speciry model .. 9.95 

22 Smith & Wesson mod. 41 (22 Stw mod 61 8.95) . 11.95 

22 Star FN.FR.FRS, Walter PPTPPK/S... 11.95 

25 Armi-Galesi mod. 9,8,95, Galesi late mod., 9.95 

25 BauCT, Browning, Buffalo, Bemardelli. 8.95 

25 Beretta deteire mod. 950, Beretta, mfg. 1941.. 8.95 

25 CZ. Best Pocket, Draft, Guardian, .. 9.95 

25 Mab. 6.35 mod. A., Mars 6.35, Protector. 8.95 

25 Raven, F.I.E. mod. A27. Wilkinson . 8.95 

25 R.G. mod. 25, R.O. mod. 42. Targa .. 8.95 

25 Titan E27B. Sterling 300 . 8.95 

25 Unique Mikros Colt Pre-war . 8.95 

25 Colt Jr. late mod. (15 Rds. 12.95).Reg. size 9.95 

32 Astra Constable, Astra pre-war 1916. 8.95 

32 Beretta made 1934 to 38, Beretta mod. 100. 9.95 

32 Browning pre-war 7 or 8 rounds, Specify. 10.95 

32 Colt, Ccska. Bermardelli, Remington 9.95 

32 Mausey HSc, Mausey A-G 7 rds. ... 10.95 

32 Llama fits all new modes. 10.95 

32 Savage 15 Rds. 18.95.Reg. size 12.95 

32 Ortgies, Star old military 7.65. 9.95 

32 Walthc 7.65 PPK (15 rds. 16.50) ..Reg. size 10.95 

32 WalthcrPPK/S(I5 Rds. 16.50).Reg. size 10.95 

32 Unique 7.65 court 9 coups, “HK-4" ..... 10.95 

380 Astra Constable (15 Rds. 16.50) .... Reg, size 9.95 

380 Beretta 1934 to 1938 . 9.95 

380 Beretta 70’s(]Sround.s 16.50)...Reg. size 10.95 

380 Other Berettas soon in production ... Soon 

380 Browninmfg. 1971, Bernardelliany mod. .............. 10.95 

380 Back-up9mmKurz (Astra 300010.95) . 8.95 

380 Llama fit all new (Nod. 15 Rds., 16.50)-.... Reg. size 9.95 

380 Mab. mod. D. Mauser HSc. Ortgies, Remington. 10.95 

380 Star FI Fist mod. (15 Rds. 16.50).- .Reg. size 9.95 

380 Star FI Snd. Mod. (15 Rds. 16.00).Reg. size 9.95 

380 Savage(15 Rds. 18.95)(turkyyMKE 10.90) Reg.sizc 14.95 

380 Sterling mod. 400(15 Rds. 16.50).. Reg. size 9,95 

380 WaltherPP&PPK/s(15 Rds. 16.50) .. Reg.sizc 10.95 

380 Waliher PPK (15 Rds. 16.50). Reg. size 10.95 

9mm Astra 400 mfg. 1921, (9mm Colt 12.95) . .. 12.95 

9mm Browning H.P. (25 Rds. 27.50) ... Reg. size 18.95 

^m Beretta mod. 951 (14 Rds. 18.95) Reg.sizc 12.95 

9mm German P-08(10Rds. 14.95).. Reg. size 13.95 

ftmm Lahti 17.95,9mm, Llama fits ail new mod... u... 12.95 

9mm Mab PA-15 (25 Rds. 27.50).Reg. size 18.95 

9mm SmiihA Wesson mod. 39(14Rds. 17.95) .. Reg.sizc 12.95 

9mm Smith & Wesson mod. 59 (25 Rds. 27.50) *. Reg. size 18.95 

9mm Star model “A", star mod. B, star B.S. Reg. size 12.95 

9mm Starlight BKM&MKS( 14 Rds. 17.95) . Reg. size 12.95 

9mm Walthcr P-38&P-38K (14 Rds. 17.95).. Reg. size 12.95 

9mm Radom P-35 (14 Rds. 17.95).. Reg. size 12.95 

9mm Mauser(10Rds. 14.95). Reg.sizc 13.95 

30 Tokarev Mauser 7.63 and 7.65 .... -,. 14.95 

38 Colt National Match (Mid-Range) .. 17.95 

38 Coll Rimless smokeless 7 or 8 Rounds... 12.95 

38 Colt Supper fit all(20 Rds. 22.95) .. Reg. size 12.95 

38 Llama fils all new models. Star A.S. .. 12.95 

45 Colts fits all mod. 25 rds. 22.95, 

20rds.l8.95,15rds. 17.95 .Reg.sizc 12.95 

45 Dctonics(l5 Rds. 18.95). Reg.sizc 12.95 

45 Llamafitsallnewmod.25 yds.22.95).. Reg. size 12.95 

45 Star mod. P.S. 25 rds. 22.95 .. . Reg. size 12,95 

45 Star mod, (P.D. 15 rds. 17.95) ....... Reg. size 12.95 


SPORTING RIFLES MAGAZINES 

22 AR-7 Explorer(15 rds, 18.95).8rds. ., 8.95 

223 Ruger mini-14 (30 rds. 19.95, 20 rds. 14.95) 10 rds» .. 8.95 

30/06 Remington 742 (12 rds. 26.95) 8 rds. 22.95 .4 rds. .. 9.95 

30/06 Remington760(12rds.27.95) .4rds. .. 9.95 

308 Remington 742, 8 Rounds.... 24.95 

303 British Enfield to Rds...22.95 

9mm Jet-Eirc Model M68 25 Rounds ...... 27.50 


NO CHARGE FOR MAILING & HANDLING 

Rease compute your own tax on your order. Orders will fill 
within 3 days in*plant with money order or certified check; 
allow 3 weeks with personal checks. 

For up-date production price list send $2.00 to cover our 
expenses (will Ignore requests without cover charge. 


D&E MAGAZINES MFG. 

P,0. 

Downey, CalHornia 90241 
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S OF FIGHTS ANTI¬ 
GUN REGULATIONS ... 

SOF readers may recall that in March 
and April, 1978, SOF staffers volunteered 
their time to help form the Ad Hoc Com¬ 
mittee Against Gun Registration. The 
Committee was formed virtually over¬ 
night after staffers read the March 21, 
1978, Federal Register, in which the 
Treasury Department’s Bureau of Alco¬ 
hol, Tobacco, and Firearms published 
proposed regulations designed to establish 
nation-wide computerized firearms 
registration. With only 60 days to com¬ 
ment on the regs before they took effect, 
progun groups such as NRA were caught 
unprepared. The regs would have the ef¬ 
fect of law in U.S. courts but would not 
have to go through Congress, which in the 
recent past had already defeated similar 
proposals twice by resounding majorities. 

Within two days of its formation, the 
Ad Hoc Committee, using the services of 
over 50 volunteers from SOF, the Boulder 
Rifle Club, and “just plain citizens,” had 
mailed 20,000 letters to SOF subscribers 
and local gun clubs, warning readers of 
the pending regulations. The mailings 
were copied and reproduced in the thou¬ 
sands by unions and some chapters of the 
Libertarian Party (whose political 
philosophy reflects the Jeffersonian tradi¬ 
tion of less government involvement in its 
citizens lives). Other groups, such as Gun 
Owners of America, NRA, and the Citi¬ 
zens Committee for the Right to Keep and 
Bear Arms, followed with their own mail¬ 
ings to members some weeks later. 

Congress, led by Second Amendment 
supporters such as Rep. John Ashbrook 
(R-Ohio), demanded hearings on the 
regulations. Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury Richard Davis and BATF Direc¬ 
tor Rex Davis appeared before a House 
Judiciary Subcommittee to inform Con¬ 
gress under oath that the intent of the 
regulations was to fight crime without 
restricting the right of citizens to own or 
possess firearms. The regs, they said, 
would not lead to full registration. After 
hearing the testimony. Congressmen pro¬ 
duced “leaked” memos from Treasury, 
some signed by those officials, which 
directly contradicted their testimony. It 
was further revealed that an anti-gun lob¬ 


by had written parts of the proposed regs. 
Upon hearing that Rep. Ashbrook was 
preparing to forward charges of perjury to 
the Justice Department, Director Rex 
Davis announced his resignation from 
BATF less than 24 hours later. 

BATF, buried under an avalanche of 
anti-reg mail, announced a 30-day dead¬ 
line extension, while the Carter admini¬ 
stration lined up anti-gun groups and anti¬ 
gun media to drum up mail support for 
the regs. Despite this formidable opposi¬ 
tion, faced by gun owners every day when 
we read our daily papers or watch our dai¬ 
ly news on TV, the mail ran 337,(XX) to 
7,8(X) against the regs. When administra¬ 
tion officials hinted that BATF might ac¬ 
tuate the regs anyway. Congress voted 315 
to 80 to condemn this violation of the 
public will and previous Congressional 
votes on the matter, , 

Furthermore, Congress deleted $4.2 
million from the budget — the sum quot¬ 
ed by BATF to start its computerization 
program. Carter administration officials 
indicated in private that, if necessary, they 
can and will “find” the necessary funds 
from other Treasury Department budgets 
to support the program. But administra¬ 
tion officials were plainly startled by the 
massive response both of Congress and 
the public to their high-handed tactics and 
public-be-damned attitude. BATF has 
withdrawn the regs, but the present ad¬ 
ministration can be expected to initiate 
such action again in the future. 

The public’s feelings on gun control 
have been illustrated by their massive mail 
response, but a new scientific poll con¬ 
ducted by the respected Decision Making 
Information (DMI) pf Sanfa Ana, Cali¬ 
fornia, sheds additional light on the sub¬ 
ject. Released by four senators and con¬ 
gressmen and published in the March 12, 
1979 Weekly Bullet, the results show that: 
88*70 of registered voters believe they have 
a right to keep and bear arms, 47*7o of 
voters’ households own guns (this trans¬ 
lates into roughly 45 million homes with 
guns), 23*7o own at least one handgun, 
83*7o oppose a ban on handguns, 88*7o fed 
that “registration of handguns will not 
prevent criminals from acquiring or using 
them for illegal purposes,” and 93®/o of 
voters want strict mandatory penalties for 
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criminal use of firearms in commission of 
crime. 

SOF staffers found The Weekly Bullet 
newsletter contains the most factual, in¬ 
formative and timely news on gun control 
issues available from any source. To all 
readers who want to support their Second 
Amendment rights, we heartily recom¬ 
mend it. At $25 per year, it’s cheap in¬ 
surance to protect against anti-gun moves 
before it’s too late. The Weekly Bullet is 
available by subscription from High 
Caliber Communications, Inc., P.O. Box 
1682, Bellevue, Washington 98009, 


N ew 

PERSONNEL ... 

SOF announces the addition of two new 
staff members. 


Assistant Managing Editor Robin Heid 
comes to SOF after working in the 
nation’s capital as managing editor of 
Parachutist magazine. Prior to that, he 
worked on the staff of The Auraria Times 
while working on a degree in journalism at 
Metro State College in Denver, Colorado. 
Heid spent four years in the Army, as a 
member of the 82nd Airborne and 4th 
Mechanized divisions. While with the 4th, 
he represented the unit for two years in 
.45 and .22 caliber pistol competition. A 
17-year resident of Colorado, he is glad to 
be back in the land of blue sky and big ski 
slopes. 

SOF’s new Art Director, Craig R. 
Nunn, hails from Iowa. Nunn has a 
Bachelor’s degree from American Acade¬ 
my of Art and worked as a house detective 
for the Sheraton Chicago to help put 
himself through school. He spent six years 
(reserve) with the 12th Special Forces 
where he headed Psy. Ops and concur¬ 
rently did graphics for a nearby advertis¬ 
ing agency. At 31, Nunn remains unmar¬ 
ried, which vouches for his common 
sense, according to N.E. MacDougald. 


A ig 

DELAY ... 

The AIG .45 Military-Combat hand¬ 
gun, announced in June 1978 by Moss- 
berg & Sons, slated for delivery in summer 
1979, has run into production snags, and 
will not be available for delivery until 
January 1980. The firm wishes to extend 
an apology to all those inconvenienced by 
the delay. 


T hanks 

U.S.N. 0.1. ... 

SOF Aviation Editor Dana Drenkowski 
would like to thank the U.S. Navy Office 
of Information for its photos and its 
assistance in completing his article “The 
U.S. Navy SEALs” published in the 
March and April ’79 SOF. Photo credits 
were inadvertantly left off the captions. 





Order now and save $1.00 off the regular price of $8.95 
Ma/7fo. SEARCH & RESCUE MAGAZINE 

Box 153B, Montrose, CA 91020 

Send me_ 

copies of Man¬ 
tracking at the 
Special intro¬ 
ductory Price 
of $7.95 each. 


Name_^_1-._ 

Street_ 

City_ 

State - _Zip 


Q Check Enclosed 
Q Master Charge 
Q BankAmericard 

(Calif, residents add 
6% sales tax 


Card No.: 


Ex)?. Date: 


DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOMED 


THE GREATEST LOST 
WILDERNESS THRILL 
IS NOW YOURS - 

MANTRACKIliC! 


MANTRACKING is the first book ever to teach you the ancient skill 
of tracking and signcutting. Famous frontiersmen of yesteryear 
dazzled the city slicker with this lost search tool, and now you can 
too! MANTRACKING carefully takes you through the unique Step- 
by-Step Method to trailing perfection and the,greatest sense of 
satisfaction you’ve enjoyed in years. 120 pages, 36 illustrations, 
softbound. 
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NEW! FROM PHOENIX! 

A SPECIAL EDITION of the official 
Soldier of Fortune patch bearing the 
logo of Soldier of Fortune Magazine. 

ONLY $2.25 

Plus $.50 Postage and Handling 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 

ALLOW 2-4 WEEKS 
DELIVERY TIME 

VISA 

Mastercharge 

P.O. Box 693, Dept. SF-13 



LEARN 

The New Pistolcraft 

At Jeff Copper's 
API Training Center. 

The American Pistol Institute is now accepting 
applications for training of police, military and 
civilian students (with proper credentials) at the 
new 170-acre training center. Basic course 
teaches you to shoot carefully and quickly; to hit 
single, multiple and moving targets; to move cor¬ 
rectly; to maintain continuity of action; to re¬ 
spond properly to the unexpected; and much 
more. Unique, proven teaching method quickly 
imparts the decisive skills of modern defensive 
pistolcraft. 

FOR 8-PAGE BROCHURE, SEND $1 to: 

The American Pistol InstItLrte 

IBox 401-F Paulden. AZ 86334 
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FULL 
AUTO 

Chuck Tayler 


L ET’S GET OUR ARMS 

TERMINOLOGIES STRAIGHT! 
Of late, a great many individuals who 
pride themselves in their arms expertise 
seem to be confused in the use of various 
terms intended to describe a number of 
different types of military small arms. 
Particularly confusing is the term, “as¬ 
sault rifle.” 

Well, what exactly is an “assault rifle”? 
By definition, the true assault rifle, a la 
Sturmgewehr MP-44 (the first of the 
type), was a light, short-barrelled carbine 
of select-fire capability, utilizing an 
intermediate-powered cartridge that was 
between the power of the rifle and pistol 
cartridge. So, this being the case, how is it 
that so many are now describing the stan¬ 
dard M-14, AR-10, G-3, CETME, and 
FN-FAL, all of which are full-sized, full- 
powered infantry battle rifles as assault 
rifles? 

The problem appears to be rampant 
among typical trade-journal “experts” in 
the gun magazines, and more recently 
among several rather well-known and ex¬ 
tolled “survival experts” who paraphrase 
the verbal and written opinions of a few 
true experts as though it were their own. 
Tsk, tsk! Your facade is cracked, gentle¬ 
men! 

Next we have the term, “machine pis¬ 
tol.” To clarify this term we must realize 
that international ramifications and diver¬ 
sities must prevail. Simply stated, what we 
Americans call “submachine guns” are 
the same weapons the Europeans address 
as “machine pistols.” The term “machine 
pistol” itself technically indicates a hand¬ 
gun of the self-loading type (pistol rather 
than revolver, both of which are hand¬ 
guns) with the capability for automatic 
fire via the use of a selector switch. Ex¬ 
amples of the true machine pistol are the 
Broomhandle Mauser and Star Model M, 
but, as occurs with many things these 
days, things sometimes get lost or mutated 
over the years. 

What about the “automatic rifle”? 
Here is a tough one to define correctly. 
The first real automatic rifle was the 
M1918 BAR, and, if the features of the 
BAR are used in the definitive sense, there 
is no way the M-16 can be termed an 
“automatic rifle.” Why? The BAR was a 
full-caliber (.30-06), robustly designed 
and manufactured, select-fire rifle. The 
M-16, on the other hand, is sort of an 
assault rifle (since the 5.56mm/.223 can 
hardly be considered full-powered) and 


sort of an automatic rifle, because it isn’t 
a SMG or handgun and possesses full- 
automatic capability through its selector 
switch feature — and anyone who knows 
about M-16s can hardly describe the 
weapon as being robust, although I’m not 
certain it matters in reality. 

The XM-177E2/CAR-15 is a real dilly 
— a chopped-down M-16 that is called a 
“submachine gun,” presumably because 
it has a short barrel, I guess, and a retract¬ 
able buttstock. But it fires the .223, which 
is unquestionably above the power of a 
pistol cartridge. It obviously isn’t a SMG, 
but it certainly isn’t a battle rifle either. 
Perhaps the quaint British term, “ma¬ 
chine-carbine,” best describes it, but I’m 
not totally certain what to call this par¬ 
ticular monstrosity! 

I don’t mean to get picky, really, but 
sometimes it’s a good idea to be certain 
what we are talking about or we run the 
distinct risk of losing the true meaning of 
the terms which we use daily in the gun 
business. Lately, it’s getting hard to com¬ 
municate with some people! 

IRED OF CHASING 
EXPENDED CARTRIDGES 
FROM YOUR M-16/AR-15? 

Sentinel Arms, 17 Olmstead Plaza, 
Middletown, PA 17057, is marketing the 
dream of the auto-weapons buff who re¬ 
loads his own ammunition:’ the brass- 
catcher. Available for the venerable M-16 
(and the Armalite AR-180), the unit easily 
clamps onto the receiver of your AR- 
15/M-16 and features a handy, easily 
removable bag to allow you to recover 
your expended cartridges with minimum 
muss and fuss. The unit is constructed of 
tough plastic and should be a welcome ad¬ 
dition to any M-16/AR-15 buff’s bag of 
accessories. I, for one, dislike the brass 
recovery part of shooting auto arms and 
have found the device handy and certainly 
useful for the purpose for which it was in¬ 
tended. I’m also advised that a model for 
the Ingram (MAC) M10 is in the making 
and will be available within the next two 
months or so. What a good idea! One 
more thing; the price of the unit is $37.50. 
Not too much in these days of over-inflat¬ 
ed dollars. 

E ducated trigger finger” 

OR BURST CONTROL: 

WHAT IS IT? 

For some nebulous reason, it has come 
to pass (in a galaxy far, far away ...) that 
the art of effective trigger control of the 
Continued on page 88 
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Customize Ybur Own Handgun With The 
Famous Enfbrcer Components 


The Enforcer has become immensely popular in a relatively short period 
of time because it is an excellent, lightweight, deadly accurate combat pistol. 
Also, because it includes a multitude of custom features that make it, perhaps, 
the most attractive and practical .45 caliber automatic ever made. 


So that you can customize your own handgun, a line of custom components 
has been introduced by M-S Safari Arms to fit most .45 caliber automatics. 
Of the many custom components used on the Enforcer, the first six are now 
available from stock. 



4 Beavertail Grip Safety. Provides better control of the 

weapon by spreading recoil over a larger area of the 

shooter's hand, reduces apparent ^ 

recoil and eliminates hammer* 

pinch. Requires minimal frame 

contouring for perfect 


^ Extended Combat Slide Release. Computer 
calculated angle and curvature of releases 
allows reliability on hand control from shooting 
grip leaving left hand free to handle fresh 
magazine insertion. $17.50 


^ Extended Combat Safety. Match 
proven design assures positive 
control of safety without having to 
shift or reposition grip. $16.95 


T Ambidextrous Combat Slide Release. A first by M>S 
Safari Arms — Now full control of the .45 Automatic with 
the left hand. $29.50 per set. 


^ Ambidextrous Combat Safety Set. 
Allows full function of safety for left 
handed shooters or right handed 
shooters in case of injury. $34.95 set 


^ Combat Magazine Base Pad. With this component, you don't 
have to worry about noise or damage to magazine when ejecting the 
magazine — even from a standing position — during match shooting 
or in combat. $1.95 


All components are supplied in satin finished, stainless steel, ready for 
gunsmith's installation. Please use the coupon to order components direct from 
the factory; or, to request further information about the Enforcer which, of 
course, must be delivered through your local gun dealer. 






[mastvcnafge 
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(602) 966-0446 

SAFARI ARMS 

Post Office Box 28355 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


TO: M<S SAFARI ARMS * P.O. Box 28355 • Tempe, AZ 85282 


Pfeasa enfar my ordar for; Quantity Total 

O Beavertail Grip Safety @ $15.00. ... $_ 

□ Extended Combat Safety @ $16.95. ... $_ 

□ Combat Magazine Base Pad @ $1.95.... $_ 

□ Extended Combat Slide Release @$17.50 set. .... ... $_ 

O Ambidextrous Combat Safety Set @ $34.95 .... $ 

O Ambidextrous Combat Slide Release @ $29.50 set.. $__ _ 


Shipping & handling $ 1.00 

My check or mbney order Is enclosed: Total $_ 

O Please send me information on the Enforcer and other products 
available from M-S. I enclose $1.00 for postage and handling. 

Nartne.___ 

Address-_ 

Ctty- 

State_ _ Zip_ 
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STEELE ON POLICE 
WEAPONRY 

David E. Steele 


In the last issue of SOF, David Steele 
analyzed handcuffing and other techni¬ 
ques useful in restraining adult prisoners. 
He also began an evaluation of successful 
techniques for handling juvenile offend¬ 
ers, those which would give the officer a 
**heavyweight'* reputation with other 
staff as well as inmates, without offending 
the sensibilities of juvenile court judges or 
liberal administrators. 

LIMITATIONS OF THE 
MARTIAL ARTS 

Every martial artist feels that his exper¬ 
tise is automatically applicable to police 
work. The fact is that officers are pro¬ 
hibited from using certain techniques, and 
also most officers do not have the time to 
gain expertise in any martial art. For ex¬ 
ample, juvenile officers may be forbidden 
to punch or kick, which would make 


savate, karate, tae kwon do, and other 
“striking arts” of little value. The most 
useful arts would be those which em¬ 
phasize grappling. For example, the ju¬ 
jutsu locks taught in Kodokan judo would 
have a direct application in restraint pro¬ 
cedures. The throws, however, could only 
be used in circumstances where the danger 
to the person thrown is not excessive: a 
full force fall on cement by an untrained 
person can easily result in serious injury. 
Two simple throws, ogoshi (hip throw) 
and osotogah (backward leg throw), can 
be useful in such circumstances. 

In general, blows should be used only as 
a last resort, either to soften up a subject 
for a control technique or as a last-ditch 
defense against multiple assailants. For 
example, an edge-of-the-hand blow to the 
bicep, forearm, or inside-elbow can 


loosen up the arm for a simple behind-the- 
back armlock. The problem of what to do 
when a subject tenses his arm can be solv¬ 
ed in this way, although other methods 
will be mentioned later. Also, a kick to the 
shins can be used to distract a subject 
from a restraint about to be placed on his 
arm. Usually only one or two blows are re¬ 
quired and then only as a preparation for 
a control technique. 

The only exceptions to this rule are if 
the officer is attacked with a weapon or if 
he is attacked by several juveniles at once: 
in these cases, blows can and should be 
used to provide quick defense while re¬ 
treating to safety. A blow in itself will not 
provide control of a subject, but neither 
will it cause the officer to lose time or 
become tangled up with one juvenile while 
others are still closing in. No* officer 
should be disciplined for using blows in 
such circumstances, or when a minor is 
known to be proficient in the martial arts 
(the moral equivalent of using a weapon). 
Simply because a minor is in custody does 
not mean that he is “under control”; a 
juvenile offender can pose as great a 
danger inside an institution as out on the 
street. 

The problem with allowing semi-trained 
or untrained officers to use blows as a first 
resort is that they may not use blows in a 
professional manner, i.e., as a necessary 
defense or as a preparation for a restraint. 
Subjects may be damaged in a way that 
leads the court to believe that excessive 
force has been used. Likewise, a juvenile 
who has been punched is likely to 
remember that with resentment long after 
an ordinary restraint has been forgotten, 
and it is easier for him to find sympathetic 
ears when he says, “Mr. Smith punched 



Armlock is effective restraint method. Force can be varied according to subject size and 
amount of resistance. Subject’s elbow planted in officer’s stomach provides firm base for 
leverage against hand. 




PARAMILTARY AND 


WILDERNESS OUTFITTERS 

P.O. BOX 94512, SCHAUMBURG, IL 60194 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS 

CITY _ 

STATE _ 


ZIP 


PLEASE STATE 
SIZE & QUANTITY 

M _ 

L - 


^ $5*95 EACH 

PLUS 75« SHIPPING & HANDLING 

™ CASH OR CHECK ONLY. OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

PLEASE ALLOW 4 TO 6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 

ORDER YOURS FROM: 
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me in the face,” than if he said, “Mr. 
Smith twisted my arm.” 

HANDCUFFING AGAINST 
PASSIVE RESISTANCE 

Several techniques can be used if a sub¬ 
ject interlaces his fingers or tenses his 
arms so that they cannot be bent up 
behind him for cuffing. It is best if an of¬ 
ficer can anticipate when there will be 
resistance and with resolution and speed 
put on an armlock before the subject 
knows what is happening. If the subject 
does tense up he can be struck in the arm 
in the manner described in the last section. 
A less violent way of loosening him up is 
by distraction. With the left hand reach 
up and press with the thumb against the 
mastoid, or press the middle finger against 
the base of the throat, or push the nose 
back, or knead the muscles at the back of 
the neck. 

Any of these actions will distract the 
subject long enough that a quick pull with 
the right hand will bring his arm around 
behind his back. The simple armlock 
should not be used, however, on a subject 
that is conspicuously larger than the of¬ 
ficer. Also, the left hand should grab the 
front of the collar so that the subject will 
have greater difficulty twisting out of the 
hold. Likewise, this move can best be ac¬ 
complished when the subject is facing a 
wall, giving him less room to maneuver. 

The armlock, with hand around sub¬ 
ject’s wrist, is a common restraint used 
around the world. It can be employed in a 


variety of circumstances without causing 
censure from onlookers. Even small 
juveniles may require this kind of control, 
though in this case the officer is advised to 
keep a smile on his face as if he were play¬ 
ing a game, for the sake of public rela¬ 
tions. 

The amount of force applied to a sub¬ 
ject’s arm varies according to the strength 
of the officer and how much the subject 
struggles. If the subject is small or 
unresisting, this hold can be made virtual¬ 
ly painless, while still retaining good con¬ 
trol. If the subject tries to twist forward 
and away from the officer, he can be stop¬ 


ped by swinging the right leg around in 
front of him, tripping him to the ground. 

PRISONER REFUSES TO 
BE SEARCHED 

Although only one officer is required 
for a normal search another officer should 
always be close at hand. In case of trou¬ 
ble, the officers should “bracket” the 
prisoner, with one at his front and one at 
his back. At the first sign of an adamant 
refusal to be searched, the officer in the 
rear should put on an armlock, while the 
officer in front works on his other arm. 
The officer in front can trip him, if 


WHO KNOWS 
WHAT 
EVIL.. 



NOW AVAILABLE: 

TYPE I - For .22s & .22 LR 
Mini Derringers - 11.95 
TYPE II - For Small 
Frame Autos: Colt, 
Bauer, etc. - 14.95 
TYPE III - For 
Detective Special, 
Chief, etc. - 19.95 


Prepare yourself 
with Shadow Systems' 
ultra-concealable rig for 
mini derringers. The soft 
black leather pocket wraps around 
your ankle, leg, wrist or arm and is held 
securely in place with a Velcro closure. 
You’ll never know you have it on... 

‘till you need it. 

B. 


^SHADOW SYSTEMS 
P.O. BOX 28222-SOF 
ATLANTA, GA. 30328 
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T-SHIRTS 

FOR SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE 

$ 5.95 each 

These T-shirts are lOO^Vo pre-shrunk cotton. Order 
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necessary, to bring him to the ground. 
The cuffs can be applied by either officer 
{all detention facility officers should carry 
handcuffs and be trained in their use). 
Once cuffed, the subject should be care¬ 
fully searched, taken to his room or to a 
punishment cell, and, once quiet, his cuffs 
can be removed. Incidentally, during a 
normal one-man search the officer should 
always search from behind the subject; to 
search from the front is to ask for a punch 
or kick* 

TAKING CONTRABAND FROM 
A RESISTING SUBJECT 
Sometimes, particularly in a juvenile 
facility, a subject will hide something in 
his hand, refusing to open it for inspec¬ 
tion. A minor usually knows that an of¬ 
ficer could not justify to his superiors 


breaking the fingers of the resisting hand. 
The answer is to ignore the clenched fist: 
this is what the subject will have his atten¬ 
tion focussed on. Instead, place both 
thumbs against the back of his other 
hand, grasping the inside of his hand with 
the fingers (this technique will work as 
well on a balled fist), twist the hand up 
and back so that the subject is forced 
backwards to the ground. He can then be 
controlled with one hand or two. Ask him 
to give you the contraband or have him 
toss it a safe distance away; the pressure 
on his wrist will make him comply. 

ASSISTING ANOTHER OFFICER 
MAKING A RESTRAINT 

If the first officer has succeeded in con¬ 
trolling one of the subject’s arms, the sec¬ 
ond officer’s job is to control the other 


one. If the first officer has not yet gained 
any control over the subject, for example 
if he is an untrained officer who has in¬ 
stinctively gotten a headlock on the sub¬ 
ject (like trying to bulldog a steer), the sec¬ 
ond officer should use his legs or hands to’ 
trip the subject, since he will be far more 
controllable on the ground. 

ANTICIPATING AN ATTACK 
When working with violent juveniles an 
experienced officer can usually tell when a 
boy is about to “go off” on him or 
another officer. The boy may be clenching 
his fists, shouting obscenities, his face set, 
perhaps tears of frustration and rage 
coursing down his cheeks. In these cir¬ 
cumstances the officer should rush him 
against a wall or trip him onto the deck 
before it becomes necessary to duck 
punches. If done quickly the restraint and 
cuffing can be done with much greater 
safety than waiting for the boy to make 
the first move. Of course, this move 
should be reserved for juveniles who are 
large enough to represent a real threat if 
allowed to continue their course of action. 

SEPARATING TWO FIGHTERS 
If two juveniles are fighting they will 
probably be trading roundhouse blows or 
one will attempt a headlock on the other. 
Even in this relatively low-danger exam¬ 
ple, it is poor practice to get between the 
fighters. Instead, each officer should 
choose one boy and put a lock on oiie of 
his arms while the boy’s attention is still 




BUMPER 

STICKERS 

2 FOR $1 

Send check or money order to: 
S.A.R. 

P.O. BOX 34-1728 
CORAL GABLES. FLA. 33134 


Natchez® 

The Natchez® is a medium 
size combat knife built by 
hand to exacting standards 
of quality. The 4 inch blade 
is ground and finished by 
hand from 440-C stainless. 
The Micarta handle is fitted 
with brass double guard and 
brass rivets and lanyard hole 
liner. The sheath is made 
from the finest leather and 
is designed with a built-in 
steel retaining spring and a 
clip for boot or belt carry. 

$55.00 

Complete with sheath 




Argonaut® 

The Argonaut® with black 
Micarta handle and stainless 
steel mountings is designed 
for underwater use or any 
conditions which might be 
too corrosive for ordinary 
knives. Divers will find the 
serrated blade especially use¬ 
ful as will anyone who might 
need a highly specialized 
tool for escape and evasion 
tactics. The Argonaut® is 
furnished with an exclusive 
waterproof sheath and leg 
harness. 

$65.00 

Complete with sheath 


Write for our free color brochure 

BenchMark® 

A DIVISION OF fENKINS METAL CORPOIATION 

P.O. Box 998-B Gastonia, N.C. 28052 
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focused on his rival. Rarely will this cir¬ 
cumstance occur when there are not at 
least two officers nearby: one can pull off 
each boy. If there are three or four of¬ 
ficers available, the restraint is even 
simpler. Usually it will not be necessary to 
handcuff either offender since their anger 
is directed at each other and not at the 
staff; they should be kept separate until 
the grievance is settled. 

Before moving in, however, the officer 
should also check the area for any poten¬ 


tial weapons or obstructions. I have 
known two officers who sustained serious 
back injuries when they fell back against 
an object (in one case a table, in the other 
a set of stairs) pulling one inmate off 
another. Also, all prisoners should be 
warned from time to time that anytime 
two get into a fight the others should stay 
out of it or they will receive the same 
penalty as the offenders. 

If one or more of the fighters are arm¬ 
ed, it is even more advisable not to get be- 



Carry Your Knife 
in a 

SHOULDER RIG 

Now any knife with the Gerber style boot/beit 
clip can be worn on our special shoulder har¬ 
ness rig. The kit includes instructions, black 
nylon harness, and easily installed adapters. 



To Order Send 7.50 + 50c postage to: 

ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 

P.O. Box 18595 - SOF 
Atlanta, GA 30328 


FN F.A.L. 

Cal 7.62 NATO (308) Assault Rifle 

NOW AVAILABLE: The magnificent F.A.L Truly the world’s finest assault 
rifle. Battle proven by it’s use in over 50 countries. Pictured throughout S.O.F. 
Used In Rhodesia, Angola, etc. 



Semi-automatic F.A.L. rifle, brand new in the box, with 20rd. mag. 
$1850.00 plus $15 shipping ea. 

These are genuine F.A.L rifles. Made in Belgium by Fabrique Nationale. The 
real thing. No copies or Imitations. Semi-automatic only. In 1978 a limited 
number of F.A.Ls were brought into the U.S. Probably less than 150. A 
limited number of these beautiful weapons are currently available, act now, 
when these are gone there will be no more. The price can only go up. No 
special license needed. Purchase procedure Is same as buying any rifle or 
shotgun. Send certified check and copy of your nearest FFL dealers license. 
Immediate shipment, satisfaction guaranteed, price subject to change 
without notice. 

Also available: Swiss made SIG AMT .308 assault rifle, out of production, 
new In box. $1350. With mag. and bipod. 

WANTED: Registered machine guns, assault rifles, tripods, etc. 

Quality Arms Co. 

P.O. Box 301R, Romeoville, IL60441 (815) 725-9212 

$1.00 and SASE for Brochure 


tween them. Officer manpower, and per¬ 
haps “firepower” (most likely tear gas 
and batons), will need to be allocated to 
each of these circumstances as conditions 
warrant. Weapons, if the staff have been 
competent in their everyday searches and 
inspections, will probably be limited to 
blunt instruments, though occasionally a 
kitchen knife or fork will turn up. In adult 
prisons where there is an inmate metal 
shop the weapon problem is far more 
serious. Even if the fighters are unarmed, 
remember that a large and/or crazy in¬ 
mate can do quite a bit of damage, as any 
officer recovering from a broken nose or 
jaw can tell you. 

ESCORTING A HANDCUFFED 
SUBJECT 

For transporting a single prisoner, 
unless a restraining belt is available, hand¬ 
cuff his hands behind him, palms out. 
Guide him along with a hand on his bicep; 
this way he can be kept from tripping or 
falling, but if he tries to pull away a 
restraint can be quickly made. It is never a 
good idea to let go completely until a sub¬ 
ject has arrived at his destination. Even 
when a subject seems to be under control 
he can suddenly decide to “take a walk” 
or kick at the officer with no warning. 
Also, if he is to be transported by 
automobile make sure his door is locked, 
even if the destination is only a few blocks 
away. Especially in the case of pre-trial or 
pre-hearing detention facilities, the sub¬ 
ject may live only a short distance from 
the facility, making escape an ever-present 
temptation. 

If a subject has shown violent resistance 
in his cuffing, and he continues to struggle 
after his hands are behind his back, grasp 
one of his hands and push it up toward his 
wrist, while holding that arm with the 
other hand at the elbow. This simple 
wristlock will usually stop his struggling, 
and it is less noticeable to bystanders than 
the sometimes used technique of pulling 
his cuffed arms back up above his head. 

THE TWISTLOCK AND 
THE WRISTLOCK 

The twistlock, developed by Koga, is 
the basic restraint technique used by the 
Los Angeles Police Department. Like 
most restraint techniques, it works best if 

Continued on page 79 
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THE EXPEDITION PACK 

The L&we Alpine Systems Expedillon 
Pack features a 


internal 

frame that moves with the wearer On 
a sheer ice wail or ir> the JungSes of 
Africa. The lar^e singFe compartment 
and'Optlortal side packs is easy to live 
out of for short or long periods In rug¬ 
ged terrain. Made of nearly Indestruc¬ 
tible 11V 2 02. Oordura nylon, 

ONLY S98.00 FOR THE 
EXPEOmON PACK 


And $14.00 Each for 
the Side Pockets 
Plus $2.00 postage 
and handling 


P.O. Box 693, Dept. SF-8 
Bouldern Colo. 80306 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
VISA—Mastercharge 


M&COAT 

A SUPER RUST INHITING COMPOUND 
Will provide aflat Grey-Black NON-REFLEC- 
Tl VE rib down the top of the barrel and sight 
of your stainless steel piece. When properly 
applied, this product will not chip, peel or rub 
off (with normal use). MG COAT is not a 
paint, it Is a ri/st inhibiting compound that 
must be baked on and will penetrate the pores 
of the metal. MG COAT has been used by mil¬ 
itary gun collectors for years for touch-up or 
total refinish. The only way to remove this 
protective coating is to sand blast it off. Acids 
will not touch it, neither will alkalines or 
epoxy paint remover. In (FTM 1S1 A) accel¬ 
erated salt spray (FOG) testing on cold rolled 
steel test panels, NO CORROSION appeared 
after 30 year marine atmosphere exposure 
equivalent. 

Customers use it on tools, camera parts, 
kniyes, camp gear, motorcycle exhaust pipes 
and engine parts. The newest one being the 
black rib on stainless hand guns, like the 45 
auto or some of the Dbl. action 357 mags. To 
apply, tape the sides of the slide or barrel, 
leaving the top of the barrel and frame on re¬ 
volvers exposed, sand blast this area to make a 
matte surface. Warm the gun, spray the light 
fog passes of coating and bake at 300^ for 1 
hour. 

LET YOUR IMAGINATION RUN WILD 
Anything that you want to eliminate reflec¬ 
tion, rust or gait from arid can be baked at a 
minimum temperature of 250’^for 11/2 hours 
can be treated. TRY IT - YOU WILL LIKE 
IT. 

Send S.A.S.E. for info.- or -$6.60 and we will 
send post paid, in the 48 states. Add $1.00 
for delivery outside the 48 states - If you are 
interested in accessories and parts for the 
AR1 5, request our products list. 

LOCK STOCK'N BARREL 
208 Anderson Dr., Prescott, Az. 86301 


COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 
Jeff Cooper & 
Ken Hackothorn 


SOF's Combat Pistolcraft column wel¬ 
comes letters from our readers. If you 
have a good question or contribution, 
send it in to Jeff Cooper, care of Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. For a quick, personal 
reply, include a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. 

• I do not know much about guns. I 
have owned a .22, .380, and .357 magnum 
which I brought for family protection. As 
of now, I have no gun. I am thinking of 
buying another pistol. I have a small hand 
and the medium frame S&W pistol fits 
good. 

Now for my questions: What kind of 
pistol do you suggest I use? Should I stick 
to the .357 or go to a .45? Should I go to 
automatic or cylinder type? Also I am 
thinking of buying a police riot shotgun. 
What do you think of them? 

R.E.P. 

Westminster, Colorado 

• The first requirement in the per¬ 
sonal defense of one's house and person is 
skill at arms. Especially, no pistol will suf¬ 
fice if the shooter is not familiar with it 
and its expert use. In the hands of a train¬ 
ed and practiced marksman, either a po¬ 
lice-type revolver or a service automatic 
will do. We find, however, that students 
learn lo master the auto noticeably quick¬ 
er than they do a revolver. In addition, the 
heavy duty auto cartridge tends to be 
somewhat more dependable as a fight 
stopper than the revolver, unless major 
calibers are used, in which case the re¬ 
volver tends to be very bulky. 

The social shotgun, or *'rehabilitator, ” 
is an extremely efficient weapon for house 
defense. It is not only intimidating, but 
quite easy to use. For one who thinks he 
has a real problem with lethal intrusion in¬ 
to his domicile, a shotgun is probably the 
first choice. At present, I tend to think 
that the best buy is the SKB. 

Have any of the “night-sight” 
devices proved of value in your observa¬ 
tion? Would they be a substitute for learn¬ 
ing to shoot with a flashlight? A flashlight 
is not always handy. 


Fm having trouble achieving fine ac¬ 
curacy from the prone position. With con¬ 
centration, I can often shoot a two-inch 
group at 25 yards with two hands stand¬ 
ing; however, on the same day, the groups 
may open up to six inches from prone. In 
addition, I cannot “call” the fliers: the 
sight picture looks steadier than from 
standing. I am careful not to let the butt 
touch the ground. WTiat else might I be 
doing wrong? Is there an optical com¬ 
promise inherent in this position? 

I appreciated Ken Hackathorn’s recent 
evaluation of currently available service 
pistols — I couldn’t get my AMT Hard- 
baller to work either. I think that it is the 
exception when a gun writer can work 
with a new pistol long enough to assess 
reliability. Any auto pistol may malfunc¬ 
tion when new, or with ammunition not 
tailored to it. In view of this, can you en¬ 
dorse either the Detonics or Star PD .45s? 
Are they reliable or can they be made so? I 
am slight of frame and can use any reduc¬ 
tion that can be obtained over the service 
pistol. 

J.A. 

Granada Hills, California 

A 

• / have experimented slightly with 
the night-sight devices for pistols but they 
do very little for me. The technique of fir¬ 
ing in dim light is one of those we em¬ 
phasize here at the school. The success we 
have has been gratifying, with perfectly 
standard equipment. A flashlight is only 
necessary in complete darkness such as in¬ 
side a closed room. Under such conditions 
the identification of your target is fully as 
important as your ability to hit. 

The matter of correcting your prone fir¬ 
ing technique is something that I cannot 
handle by mail because I can *t see what 
you are doing. Certainly your experience 
indicates that something is wrong, but I 
can 7 say what. Sorry. 

I am not particularly impressed with the 
non-Colts. The Detonics is very expensive 
and too heavy for its bulk. The PD is a 
nice design but somewhat fragile. 

• I have just purchased a revolver, a 
Ruger Security Six, in .357 magnum. I’ve 
had a lot of practical experience with 
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Ruger rifles and I’ve been very pleased 
with their performance. My past exper¬ 
iences with Ruger rifles and the price of 
the Security Six are what sold me on the 
weapon. The salesman in the gun shop 
told me the Ruger was a good weapon, 
not as good as a Colt, but in his opinion 
better than a Smith & Wesson, and a lot 
cheaper than either. The rangemaster 
where I shoot also told me I got a good 
weapon, not as nicely finished as a Smith 
or Colt, but a good reliable weapon. 

The problem is that some of my good 
friends are police officers, and they tell me 
that the Ruger is a very poor weapon, that 
it is very inaccurate. My question is: Did I 
get taken? How good is the Security Six 
and what loads do you recommend in it? 
If I was taken, I want to know about it. 
The thought of going into a potentially 
dangerous situation with an unreliable 
weapon does not appeal to me. 

J.K. 

St. Paul, Minnesota 

• I do not feel that you have made 
any sort of a mistake in selecting a Ruger 
revolver as a service weapon. All firearms 
are subject to variations in quality control 
and there are good and bad examples of 
most models. However, to say that a 
Ruger is **very inaccurate"* is to betray 
serious unfamiliarity with the subject. 
There may have been a Ruger or two 
which was misaligned and threw its bullets 
crosswise. This is not impossible in any 
make or model. 

If, on the other hand, a Ruger is as¬ 
sembled correctly, there is no difference 
in accuracy from that of any other make, 
lam often wryly amused at this discussion 


of accuracy by people who do not really 
understand the subject. I wonder, for ex¬ 
ample, if any of your police officer friends 
can shoot well enough to know whether or 
not a pistol is accurate. It takes a good 
and experienced marksman to print a 
representative group at 50 yards. Most 
people I know should not even try it, and 
yet unless they can they are in no position 
to assess accuracy. With few conspicuous 
exceptions most quality handguns are far 
more accurate than any shooter will ever 
be able to determine. 

I have no suggestions as to loading your 
.357. The general policy for this piece is to 
use factory standard or about 10 percent 
higher for social work and to use service 
ammunition (.38 Special) for practice, 
since the cartridge is essentially over¬ 
pressure and will wear a weapon out if 
used constantly. (I do not generally 
recommend practice with light loads, but 
in the case of the .357 cartridge it seems to 
be a good idea.) 


HIS month top-ranked combat pistol 
shooter Ken Hackathorn tests and evalu¬ 
ates the star P.D., Detonics, and Thomas 
.45s, and evaluates custom handgrips for 
combat autos. Hackathorn is a graduate 
of Jeff Cooper *s American Pistol Institute 
at Gunsite, Arizona, and a competitor in 
both national and international combat 
pistol meets. 


Continued on page 82 



Fuzzy Farrant Combat Grips on S&W Military and Police .38 Special. Holster and belt 
(Hackathorn Special) by Milt Sparks, Box 7, Idaho City, Idaho 83631. 
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Clips on anywhere. 
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Undetected while testing. 
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Learn POLICE SGIENGES 
& LAW ENFORGEMENT 


RreparB3^^®| 
1 in spare timer” 

1 NO PREVIOUS 
1 training 

NECESSARY! 


The LAW ENFORCEMENT COURSE 
Written by Experts Based on Actual 
Police Academy Training Programs! 

If police work sounds exciting... if 
crime prevention, helping others, 

^ and making the world a better place 
to live are important to you, send 
for free information about Police 
Sciences Institute. The experts on 
our staff have trained hundreds of 
^^men in resident police academies. 

Experts Show You What to Oo, How to 
Do it...Guide You Every Step of the Way! 

I Everythinp c.xpluincd in caby-lo-unilcr.stand lan¬ 
guage. complete with drawings, diagrams, charts 
and photos. You receive materials and instru- 
mems you need to actually leant by doing 
as vou follow sintple instructions. You’ll 
learn everything from patrol procedures, 
rriminal inve.stigution techniques — finger¬ 
prints. phoiogriiphy, gathering evidence 
— lo Irafltc control, accident investiga¬ 
tion, crowd control and making arrests 


COURSE INCLUDES 3 BIG KITS 


CRIME SCENE PHOTOGRAPHY You receive 
camera, film, flash bulbs, batteries. 
FINGERPRINTING FIELD KIT Includes pow- 

« der. brushes, fingerprint strips, 
sensitizing pad to lift latent 
fingerprints. 

EVIDENCE COLLECTION KIT 
Includes sampling pipette, col¬ 
lection bottles and bags, slides 
k and training microscope. 
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> Plus Traffic Investigation Field Kit, Drug / 
Enforcement Fact Book, Illustrated 
Policemen's Glossary. 

Mail Coupon Today for FREE FACTS 

f Police Sciences Institute, Dept. * 

I 4401 Birch St.. Newport Beach, CA 92663 
I Please rush free facts that tell how I can learn 
j Police Sciences at home for only a few dollars 
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ADVENTURE 

QUARTERMASTER 


by N.E. MacDougald 


A REMINDER 

Seems time has gotten away from us 
again, so just for the record: Adventure 
Quartermaster is a new products col¬ 
umn; no recommendation is stated or 
implied. During the past few months, 
this simple notion has not been restated, 
so please don’t infer that products or 
processes listed here are endorsed by 
SOF. Unless a product has been tested 
and evaluated by an SOF staff member 
or a reputable third party, no endorse¬ 
ment will be made. 



N EW SCOPE MOUNT 

CHARTER ARMS, 430 Sniffens Lane, 
Dept. SOF, Stratford, CT 06497, (203) 
377-8080, now markets a scope mount for 
their AR-7 survival rifle. The black 
anodized aluminum mount screws into the 
receiver sideplate on the left side of the ri¬ 
fle. Simple. Construction is one-piece and 
that means no moving parts. 

But the best news is that it costs a mere 
$9.90. 



JOHN L DONOVAN DEMOLITIONS EDITOR 


D IRTY HARRY 

LAWMAN LEATHERGOODS, 
P.O. Box 48773, Dept. SOF, Chicago, 
IL 60648, (312) 693-5747, distributes the 
“Dirty Harry” shoulder holster as worn 
by Clint Eastwood in the “Dirty Harry” 
series. The holster accommodates large 


frame Smiths with 614-inch barrels and 
High Standard Crusader with 6-inch 
barrel. Holster is suede lined and retails 
for $59.95. And yes, they accept credit 
cards. 
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N EW CATALOG 
LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY 
DIVISION 6200 Yarrow Dr., Dept. 
SOF, Carlsbad, CA 92008, (714) 
438-2511, announces the publication of 
its new 1979 ‘Personal Items*’ Catalog. 
The 44-page, full-color catalog features 
Bianchi and Safariland leather ac¬ 
cessories and speed loaders; Kel-Lite 
flashlights; Hoppe’s gun maintenance 
products; Peerless hand cuffs; Buck 
knives; Smith & Wesson restraints and 
leather accessories; Mustang and 
Pachmayr pistol grips; Ace and Sirchi 
Labs finger print equipment; Monad- 
nock clubs; K.C. Lites auxiliary lights; 
Federal signal lights; Kolpin pistol and 
rifle carrying cases; O.D.V. narcotics 
test kits; Dade, H.K.S. and Second Six 
speed loaders; McHale police patrol 
helmets; Dyna Industries SWAT 
helmets; leather accessories by 
Bycheimer-Clafk, Safety Speed, Tex 
Shoemaker, Jack Ass and Triple K. 


COMBAT KNIFE 

' ■■■ . ■ ■ . -r- T- - ^ 

■ - . ... 


N UMBER PLEASE 

COMMUNICATION CONTROL 
SYSTEMS, INC., 605 Third Avenue, 
Dept. SOF, New York, NY 10016, (212) 
682-4637, sells a portable machine that 
records the following data regarding 
outgoing calls: time and date of call, 
number dialed, time phone was off the 
hook. The Telephone Number Recorder 
Model 21/250B also has a capability for 
verbal storage, according to the manufac¬ 
turer. Price is $4,100. 


A-rkansas toothpick 

ATLANTA CUTLERY CORPORA- 
TION, Box 839, Dept. SOF, Conyers, 
Georgia 30207, (404) 922-3700, imports a 
version of the Arkansas Toothpick that 
they call The Razorback. The blade has a 
diamond cross section and the 14-inch 
thick ricasso and tang reinforce critical 
areas. The carbon steel blade is eight in¬ 
ches long and terminates at a three-inch 
long solid brass crossguard. It has finger 
cut-outs facilitating a choke-up grip. 


Combat knife 

Also from Atlanta comes The #1 Fight¬ 
ing Knife. The knife, similar to the Razor- 
back, features a 714” clip point, carbon 
steel blade with a sharpened 3” false edge. 
Configuration of the butt cap or pommel 
also differs from the Razorback. 

The #1 Fighting Knife sells for $21.95. 
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by Capt. Jerry Lee 
William L. Cassidy 


IN REVIEW 



PIERCING THE REICH: The Penetra¬ 
tion of Nazi Germany by American Secret 
Agents during World War II. By Joseph 
E, Persico. New York: The Viking Press, 
1979. 376 pages, illustrations, $14.95. 
Review by William L. Cassidy. 

Were the author of this work a better 
scholar than he is a propagandist (the 
dust-jacket proclaims him a speechwriter 
for the late Nelson A. Rockefeller, and an 
executive with USIA), one could without 
reservation recommend his Piercing the 
Reich as a basic work of U.S. intelligence 
history. It is something one wishes whole¬ 
heartedly to do, but as it stands, his 
scholastic shortcomings cast an unhealthy 
pallor over even his choicest bits of infor¬ 
mation; his sins of omission are so great as 
to make even his soundest hypotheses 
seem suspect. 

The principal difference between a 
scholar and a plagiarist, as we are so fond 
of repeating, is a simple footnote. We 
shall be kind to Persico and believe that he 
desperately wanted to include references 
in his work, but was prevented from doing 
so by his editor. 

A pity it is, for Persico’s tale, and the 
characters who populate it, are certainly 
deserving of better treatment. His story, 
quite simply, is of the Office of Strategic 
Services and its attempts, during the 
period from 1944 to 1945, to infiltrate 
special intelligence personnel — spies and 
saboteurs — into Nazi Germany, a denied 
area if ever there was one. Along the way, 
the basic demands of this history have ap¬ 
parently been subverted by the present 
day intelligence community’s great 
whacking need for good press. Piercing 
the Reich, instead of sticking to the logical 
progression of events as they were, jumps 
round and about with vignettes as calcu¬ 
lated as they are heroic, each designed to 
portray events as they should be. 

A case in point is Persico’s Chapter IV, 
“Back Door to the Reich,” which stands 
in places as one long paean to Allen 
Dulles. Said chapter purports to be an ac¬ 
curate record of the activities of 
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OSS/Switzerland, activities which have 
already been made to serve many masters, 
Dulles’ own book Secret Surrender being 
a prime example. Instead of shedding light 
in dark places, however, the author is con¬ 
tent to repeat shopworn spy talk, and the 
chestnuts of retired case officers in their 
anecdotage. Much is made of Mary Ban¬ 
croft’s handling of Hans Bernd Gisevius 
— not so much a penetration as a marri¬ 
age of convenience — and her worship of 
Carl Jung (how the author loves to name- 
drop), while little if anything is made of 
the not inconsiderable contributions of 
Gero von Gaevernitz. Perhaps this is 
because Persico found time to pour 
through Ms. Bancroft’s yellowing scrap¬ 
book, but could not browbeat his editor 
into advancing him the plane fare to Stan¬ 
ford, so that he might examine the von 
Gaevernitz papers, now lying in state at 
the Hoover Institution. It is a small thing, 
perhaps, but when one sets off to tell the 
tale of a station, one ought to prefer the 
primary to the secondary source. 

A second example of the author’s slop¬ 
piness is in his description of events at 
Area F. According to Persico, at Area F 
students could enjoy the attentions of 
W.E. Fairbairn, or “Delicate Dmi” (the 
proper nickname was “Bloody Dan,” but 
it is a small point). Not so. Fairbairn 
taught OSS personnel in the United 
States, at Area B-5 or RTU-11, and never, 
to my knowledge, at Area F. OSS person¬ 
nel who trained with Fairbairn in Great 
Britain did so prior to April 1942, when he 
was loaned to the United States via BSC. 
Persico follows with a quote attributed to 
an Area F graduate, and it is here that we 
get a cold, sober look at the author’s 
methods. 

The quote jn question is from a 1959 
work entitled The Masks of War (first 
published in Great Britain as Knights of 
the Floating Silk), which records the ex¬ 
periences of an American working with 
SOE. As the American in question never 
so much as saw Area F — he got his close- 
combat at the Scottish schools — and as 
his book appears nowhere in Persico’s 
bibliography, we can only conclude that 


his remarks are a bad steal from M.R.D. 
Foot’s impeccable S,O.E, in France, 
which does appear in the bibliography. 
We know Professor Foot and we know 
how he regards this sort of thing, and no 
doubt he is every bit as disgusted as this 
reviewer. 

One could go on and on, but it is hardly 
worth it. One finds one’s self drifting into 
the never-never land of how marvelous 
the book could have been. Here for exam¬ 
ple, is the first look we have at the artistry 
of Carl Strahle, Cover and Documents 
London, and BACH Section, complete 
with photographs. All the raw material 
which tradecraft history cries out for, 
buried in a maze of the author’s own mak¬ 
ing. We wish to believe him; we crave to 
use him as a reference, but how can we 
when he makes the mistakes he does? 

In his preface, the author makes much 
of his access to newly declassified OSS 
records, obtained courtesy of the CIA’s 
overworked Information and Privacy Co¬ 
ordinator, Gene Wilson (lately transferred 
to a new assignment and replaced by a 
Mr. George W. Owens). It is in his 
gloating that the author reveals the flaw 
which led to his downfall: a flaw not so 
much a part of him, as he is a part of it. 

The flaw in question is the peculiarly 
American notion that one can take a few 
secret papers piecemeal and whip up. a 
passable history, and that the task can be 
entrusted to journalists in the first place. 
It would seem that the British, who taught 
us how to sneak and spy and burn and 
blow will also have to teach us how to tell 
all about it years later. Contrast the likes 
of S,0,E. in France with Piercing the 
Reich and you will see what we mean. The 
British remember their agents who suf¬ 
fered and died, and feel compelled to tell 
their story accurately. We just cock an eye 
at the front page, and work the old boy 
net for something saleable at least and 
passable at best. The folks who helped 
Persico — CIA and AFIO among them — 
might want to invest their assistance in a 
scholar next time out. The truth of D.S. 
intelligence is not so awful that it has to be 
concealed by a shoddy workman. 






HOUR OF REDEMPTION: The Ranger 
Raid on Cabanatuan. By Forrest Bryant 
Johnson. Manor Books, Inc., 432 Park 
Avenue South, New York, NY 10016. 395 
pp. Illustrated with photos, maps and 
diagrams. $2.50. Reviewed by Capt. Jerry 
Lee. 

This book tells in incredible detail the 
story of an almost forgotten military 
operation which was the most successful 
of its type in American military history, 
the raid by the 6th Ranger Battalion on 
the Japanese POW camp at Cabanatuan 
in the Philippines. One hundred twenty- 
two Rangers, assisted by several hundred 
Filipino guerrillas and 14 Alamo Scouts 
(an elite recon unit) penetrated 30 miles 
behind Japanese lines, engaged superior 
Japanese forces, killing more than a thou¬ 
sand, and returned 516 POWs to Ameri¬ 
can lines, while suffering only two KIAs 
from the raiding force. 

The author tells the story of this raid by 
weaving together the individual stories of 
many of the participants (he interviewed 
over half of them in six years of research) 
and adding details gleaned from official 
U.S. Army records, many only recently 
declassified, and Japanese war records. 
The result is an absorbing story, well 
documented with maps, diagrams, and 
photos. 

The story of the raid on Cabanatuan is 
the terminus of many separate stories, all 
of which the author covers in considerable 
depth: the story of the POWSj from the 
Bataan Death March to their liberation; 
the rise of the guerrilla movement in the 
Philippines; the formation of the 6th 
Ranger Battalion from a Field Artillery 
battalion; the development of the Alamo 
Scouts; the organization and missions of 
the Japanese forces engaged during the 
raid. All of these background stories give 
the reader a much better understanding of 
the events which took place during the 
raid. 

With remarkable attention to detail, the 
author describes as fully and accurately as 
possible the training, organization, 
uniforms, and equipment of the 6th 
Rangers. Members of this unit were given 
considerable latitude in their choice of 
weapons, and one Ranger, for example, 
carried three .45 cal. pistols in addition to 
his Ml rifle, grenades, and trench knife. 

Within the framework of the overall 
story are told many individual stories of 
humor, heartbreak, and heroism. In the 
midst of the raid, one Alamo Scout carves 
a piece of shrapnel from a friend’s but¬ 
tock with a trench knife. A few yards 
away, a POW dies of a heart attack as a 
Ranger carries him toward the gate of the 
camp where he has been held prisoner for 
three years. And there is the somewhat 
humorous story of a British civilian in¬ 
ternee who stayed in the latrine during the 
entire raid, was left behind, and subse¬ 
quently walked to freedom on his own. 


One interesting aspect of the raid was 
the lack of formal planning and prepara¬ 
tion, which is usually considered essential 
for such a dangerous, complex operation. 
The Rangers departed on the raid less 
than 24 hours after being alerted for the 
mission. The actual plan of attack was not 
finalized until the Alamo Scouts returned 
from the POW camp with their reconnais¬ 
sance report, only hours before the at¬ 
tack. There was no time for rehearsals or 
elaborate briefings. Instead the Rangers 
had to rely on quick flag orders and the 
thorough training they had been through. 
Yet the attack was carried out with 
smooth precision, and was more success¬ 
ful than any of them had dared to hope. 

The author draws some interesting 
parallels between the Cabanatuan raid 
and the Special Forces raid on the North 
Vietnamese POW camp at Son Tay in 
1970. Brigadier General Donald Black¬ 
burn, who helped organize the Son Tay 
raid, was a guerrilla leader on Luzon, not 
far from Cabanatuan, during World War 
II. Colonel Arthur Simons, who trained 
and led the Son Tay raiding force, com¬ 
manded B Company, 6th Rangers, in the 
Philippines in World War II. (See “Who 
Dares Wins,” SOF, June ’79.) And 
Master Sergeant Galen Kittleson, who was 
a helicopter door gunner on the Son Tay 
raid, had been with the Alamo Scouts on 
the Cabanatuan raid. It is obvious that the 
lessons learned at Cabanatuan had not 
been lost on these three soldiers. Now, 
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“GIs In Vietnam Were Heroes” 

SOF INTERVIEWS 
EX-VC SYMPATHIZERS 



We Dedicate This Interview to Jane Fonda 
George McGovern & Eugene McCarthy 

by John Howard 



Do/4N van Toai first came to the 
United States 10 years ago as a member of 
the National Liberation Front (NLF) to 
speak out against what the U.S. was try¬ 
ing to do in Vietnam. He told the world 
that we were imperialists; that we were not 
wanted in Vietnam; and that human rights 
were being violated by the Thieu govern¬ 
ment. But Toai has learned much since the 
North Vietnamese conquest of the South. 
Now he has returned after learning what 
most thinking people knew 10 years ago: 
life under communism is much worse than 
under Thieu *s regime, and in Vietnam to¬ 
day, there are no ''human rights. ” 

Toai has returned to America to influ¬ 
ence public opinion that the Vietnamese 
communist regime must be overthrown. 
But unlike his last visit, he has found it 
much more difficult to gather an au¬ 
dience. When Toai was here in 1969-70, 
he spoke to thousands of enthusiastic, 
outraged, anguished defenders of human 
rights, who could scarcely contain their 
rage at mention of the slightest human 
rights violations by anti-communist 
forces. Things are different now; Toai 
finds that no one wants to hear about 
atrocities and gross human rights viola¬ 
tions being committed daily against the 
Vietnamese. 

"There was a lot of criticism when the 
Americans entered the Vietnam war," 
Toai told SOF, "but why is there no 
public outcry when people are being 


treated worse than animals under the 
communist regime?” 

Toai, 33, had been a member of the 
NLF since his mid-teens. He was elected 
Vice-President of the Saigon Student 
Union while attending the University of 
Saigon. Toai, as head of the Student 
Committee Against Thieu Government 
Oppression, attended several internation¬ 
al student conferences representing the 
large pro-NLF South Vietnamese student 
movement. He also became President of 
the Vietnamese Youth for the Self- 
Determination of South Vietnam and was 
invited to come to the U.S. by anti-war 
groups here in the late *60s. The purpose 
of his visit to arrange a lecture tour 
denouncing the U.S. and Thieu govern 
ments and to encourage support for the 
NLF. Toai was imprisoned twice by 
Theiu*s secret police for his activities. 

Toai had firmly established his creden¬ 
tials as an NLF supporter and activist. 
When the communists took over, he was 
invited to become a member of the Fi¬ 
nance Committee of the National Lib¬ 
eration Front but while working with the 
communists, he became disenchanted 
with their goals and methods. His protests 
caused his arrest and imprisonment for 28 
months without charge or trial. In 1978, 
he succeeded in getting to France where he 
publicly denounced the communists for 
brutal imprisonment and torture of at 
least 800,000 people. Many thousands, he 


asserts, were executed. 

AlCCOMPANYING Toai is Nguyen 
huu Hieu, former South Vietnamese 
religious leader and scholar. Hieu, 35, 
well known among Asian intellectual 
circles for his translations of German, 
Russian, and American literature, holds a 
B.A. in Western and Indian Comparative 
Philosophy from Saigon University. He 
was rector of the Van Hanh Buddhist 
University and head of Van Hanh Univer¬ 
sity Press. His last position in South Viet¬ 
nam was as deputy abbot of Hung Quoc 
Tu (the National Restoration Temple). 
After Saigon's fall, Hieu was forcibly 
defrocked and thrown into prison. In May 
1978, he escaped by boat, landing in 
Japan. 

While in San Francisco, both Toai and 
Hieu were interviewed by SOF. 

SOF: How did you first become an NLF 
member? 

TOAI: I contacted them in 1964 when I 
was a student because at that time there 
was in Saigon a corrupt government, led 
by leaders who had been the soldiers of 
the French. And the other side was the 
National Liberation Front. We didn’t 
know many things about the NLF but we 
did know many things about the corrupt 
government and we hated them. So I join¬ 
ed the NLF because at that time, I believ¬ 
ed in their politics because they promised 



“If we had an opportunity to speak to veterans, 
we Vietnamese would wish they receive a wor¬ 
thy reward from their country, because they are 
heroes.** 


*'The Vietnamese communists want to use the 
American prisoners to blackmail their families, 
to place the problem of their releaae as a 
precondition to normalization of relations.” 


“All Vietnamese people now feel sorry about 
their behavior towards the American troops 
before, because ... they came es freedom 
fighters.” 
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“1 would like to express my thanks to the 
relatives of American soldiers who died in Viet¬ 
nam, because they died for its freedom... .the 
United States government has almost destroy¬ 
ed the value of their death ... by becoming 
close friends of the communists in Vietnam.” 


“Although under capitalist society there exists 
inequality — that means there are the rich and 
the poor -- in the communist system, there are 
only poor. That’s the so-called ‘equality’ of the 
communists.” 


“The communists were right when they told us 
they won, not in Vietnam but in Washington, in 
Paris, in Tokyo. They won with mass media.” 


freedom for the country, equality of the 
people, and national reconciliation of the 
country. 

SOF: Did you want to see North and 
South Vietnam united into one country? 
TOAI: Yes, we supported the reunifica¬ 
tion of Vietnam but by elections, not by 
force. At that time the NLF affirmed that 
they were a force not belonging to North 
Vietnam but only a friend of the North. 

SOF: What was w6rst about Theiu’s 
government that made you sympathetic to 
the NLF? 

TOAI: Corruption. And lack of policies. 
The only policy at that time was to think 
up ways to take money from the people 
and to work only for the rich. They didn’t 
want to do anything for the people, for 
themselves only. 

SOF: What did you think about Amer¬ 
icans back then? 

TOAI: 1 opposed the policies of the 
Americans at that time. As you know, 
everywhere the Americans give aid, they 
are opposed. Americans made mistakes 
because everywhere they went they didn’t 
understand the psychology of the country. 
And Americans do things according to the 
way they think. 

SOF: What did you personally think of 
American soldiers back then? 

TOAI: I thought American soldiers, when 
they were in Vietnam, didn’t believe that 
they were serving a just cause. Because 
they were forced to be soldiers and sent to 
Vietnam. I think they were innocent but if 
the Americans had had good propagan¬ 
da and good policies, that could have 
made American soldiers in Vietnam 
heroes. 

SOF: How did you feel towards American 
soldiers in your country, Mr. Hieu? 
HIEU: I hated them. Because the Amer¬ 
icans came to Vietnam and disrupted the 
traditional framework of our society. 
They brought with them many material 
things and a materialistic way of life. This 
was very harmful. 

SOF: But how did you feel personally 
towards them? 

HIEU: I didn’t hate each soldier as a per¬ 


son because 1 think the American people 
are lovely. 1 had some American friends. 
But 1 hated the army uniform because of 
the memory of many, many foreign sol¬ 
diers in our country. The Vietnamese peo¬ 
ple are afraid of that, because in our 
history we have been under the domina¬ 
tion of 1000 years of China, 100 years of 
the French. So we fear the presence of 
foreign troops in Vietnam. 

SOF: Is that the way most of the people 
felt then? 

HIEU: Yes, 1 think so. 

TOAI: But now when we come to Amer¬ 
ica, we feel very sorry at the unworthy 
reward given to American soldiers when 
they came back home. Because they are 
really heroes. 

SOF: You now call them heroes? 

TOAI: Yes, because they were fighters for 
freedom. They lost many friends in Viet¬ 
nam and the sad thing is they came to 
Vietnam as crusaders without a cause. 

SOF: What did you think were the true 
American motives for being in Vietnam 
back then? Did you believe it was because 
of "imperialism,” that America wanted 
to own Vietnam? 

TOAI: At that time, I never did think the 
Americans had invaded Vietnam, but be¬ 
cause we didn’t like foreign soldiers in our 
country, we didn’t believe what the 
United States government said, that they 
were there for our protection. 

SOF: Were you afraid of the North Viet¬ 
namese? 

TOAI: 1 wasn’t afraid of the North Viet¬ 
namese at that time. Because we thought 
that at least they — although communists 
— were Vietnamese. They were our peo¬ 
ple so 1 didn’t fear them more than I 
feared Americans or other foreigners. But 
now it is quite different. 

HIEU: I believe the Americans should 
have strongly supported Vietnam but not 
by sending troops there. Because with the 
presence of American troops in Vietnam, 
the communists had “proof” to show the 
world that Americans were invading Viet¬ 
nam. And then America is Goliath and 
they, the communists, are David. But now 


it is quite different, because the Viet¬ 
namese communists are staunchly sup¬ 
ported by the whole communist bloc, and 
they are the real Goliath and America is 
David. 

TOAI: It is clear that the Vietnamese 
communist party is a Russian tool. The 
communist parties of eastern Europe are 
Russian tools too, but you don’t see 
thousands of Russian soldiers in Vietnam 
like you do in eastern Europe so it is not 
so clear. In Vietnam, they had Russian 
soldiers and advisors but not so many as 
American troops so it was not clear for 
everyone to see. And the second thing is 
that when America brought troops to 
Vietnam, they made declarations for 
everyone to know. But when Russians 
bring troops to communist countries, 
nobody knows it. 

SOF: Are there many Russians in Viet¬ 
nam? 

TOAI; Yes, there are many. It is very dif¬ 
ficult to estimate but in the street 1 saw 
many, many Russians there. Some higher 
cadres told me once that there were at 
least 20,000. 

SOF: What happened to you in Saigon 
when the communists took over? How did 
you feel? 

TOAI: Before we had contact with the 
northern communists, we thought they 
had the support of the people. They were 
heroes of the Vietnamese people. But 
when they came in, the first feeling was 
not happiness. After contact with them, 1 
lost my faith in them especially when I met 
many friends who had been Viet Cong 
cadres before and they told me — they 
had had much contact with North Viet¬ 
namese cadres by then — so when we met 
they disclosed to me many, many things. 
They lost their faith too. 

The first thing they (the NVA) asked me 
was, “Why haven’t you fled the country? 
Why are you still here?” It was very 
strange to me. I asked them why they ask¬ 
ed that. 

I said, “I worked here to wait for you. 
Why would I flee the country?” But later 
I was invited to work for the new regime’s 
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finance committee and after a short time 
working with them, 1 knew everything! I 
felt much deceived because they asked me 
to draw up a plan to confiscate all proper¬ 
ty ^d money of the people. All kinds of 
people — even the poor. So I refused to 
cooperate and seven days later was ar¬ 
rested. 

SOF: How did you feel when the com¬ 
munists took over, Mr. Hieu? 

HIEU: I felt confused because 1 didn’t 
believe that the Vietnamese communists 
could take over Saigon. When they came 
south 1 felt angry because we met only 
very young soldiers — under 17 years old. 
That means that the Vietnamese commun¬ 
ists have roasted — have burned — two 
generations for war. One in the resistance 
against France and then the second 
generation in the war against the U.S. 
And they were very, very pitiful. They 
were ignorant about almost everything. It 
means that under the communist regime 
they have received almost no education. 
And I knew after the war that these young 
boys would have much preferred to lead 
water buffaloes to the field than to carry 
AKs to liberate the world. 

, And you know, after 30 years of com¬ 
munist domination in the north, the de¬ 
gree of education is very bad. When they 
told them that the Americans went to the 
moon, they didn’t believe it. They said 
that Russia, only Russia could go to the 
moon. Because they never hear foreign 
radio, only government radio, so they 
don’t know anything except what the 
communist regime teaches them. 

SOF: Mr. Hieu, what happened to you on 
the day the communists took Saigon? 
HIEU: As I said, I was very confused. I 
returned to my monastery because I was 
the deputy abbot there. And 1 waited for 
them. Three days later 1 received a letter 
telling me to pay taxes on the land on 
which my pagoda was situated. These 
taxes the communists asked us for were 
for three years, from 1972 to 1975. 

SOF: Did you have to pay taxes to the 
Thieu government? 

HIEU: No, we paid no taxes because we 
were a non-profit organization but now 
three days after the communists come in 
they force us to pay taxes for three years. 
So 1 had to offer them my monastery be¬ 
cause we had no money to pay. And they 
ordered all the young priests to return 
home. They said that young priests must 
perform “economic development’’ work. 
They said we had no reason to continue 
to practice religion. Then they forced me 
to disrobe. 

They said, “You Buddhist monk, you 
priest; you are a parasite of society. You 
must work now.” Later they threw me in 
jail because 1 was an intellectual and a 
Buddhist monk. 

SOF: Are most monks now in jail? 
HIEU: Yes. Most religious leaders are in 
the jail. 

SOF: How is life for the Vietnamese 
under the northern communists? 


TOAI: I think the life of the people is 
worse now than under Thieu’s govern¬ 
ment. Because even under the corrupt 
government, the workers, the peasants, 
could work and earn money. They could 
take a part of it and the people could keep 
the rest of their money. But under the 
communist regime, they confiscate alL So 
the workers and the peasants don’t want 
to work much because whether they 
work much or they work lazy, their in¬ 
come is the same. So they don’t like to 
work more than they must. So you see, in 
any communist regime the economic sit¬ 
uation is bad if you compare with others. 
Although under the capitalist society there 
exists inequality — that means there are 
the rich and the poor. But in the com- 
muhist system, there are the poor only. 
That’s the so-called “equality” of the 
communists. 

SOF: What about basic freedoms in Viet¬ 
nam now? 

TOAI: In Vietnam now there. is. no 
freedom. No freedom of any type. Viet¬ 
nam is like a lead box; the communists 
can pick up anyone .they wish, can kill 
anybody they wish, and nobody outside 
knows about it. The law school is the first 
thing the communists prohibit. There is 
no law in Vietnam. The secret police 
govern the country. The secret police can 
arrest anyone they wish. 

I think the communist’s prison system 
is very savage. And barbaric. More than 
under any dictatorship, more than the 
Nazis in Germany. In the whole history of 
Vietnam, it has never happened that the 
Vietnamese people fled the country; Even 
under French domination or under Japa¬ 
nese occupation. They never fled the 
country to go abroad. But three years 
after the communists rule, they are risking 
not only their own lives but also the lives 
of their children and their relatives too. 
And now when they flee the country they 
don’t know if they will make it or not. 
They may sink in the sea, but they leave 
because they cannot live under the bar¬ 
baric communist government. 

SOF: Is there a Viet Cong presence in the 
ruling body of South Vietnam? 

TOAI: I think the South Vietnamese NLF 
feels deceived. A large number of them 
have been arrested and are in jail; The rest 
have joined the resistance against the new 
regime. The communists now use a few 
southern Viet Cong in the government as 
puppets to deceive the people. The former 
NLF chairman is the second vice-presi¬ 
dent of the nation. But he is not a member 
of the Communist Party Executive Com¬ 
mittee so he does not have the right to do 
much. 

SOF: Would you say that, at best, former 
Viet Cong are now second-class citizens? 
TOAI: Yes. 1 think the North Vietnamese 
communists hate them — hate them more 
than they hated the Americans and the 
corrupt government’s supporters, because 
the Viet Cong have prestige and respect of 


the people and so the North Vietnamese 
are afraid of them. They are afraid they 
might make a coup d* etat against them 
and destroy their government. And so 
they arrested many famous people and use 
only a few as puppets. 

SOF: You mentioned the resistance move¬ 
ment. How much resistance is there 
against the communists? 

TOAI: I don’t know much about that but 
in communist party journals, the chief of 
the secret police confirmed that there 
exists an armed resistance force in Viet¬ 
nam and they are strong. 

SOF: Do you have any idea how large the 
resistance forces are? 

HIEU: In my prison in Saigon, there were 
2,000 prisoners^ among whom were 500 
who belonged to the resistance, the Na¬ 
tional Restoration Movement. When I 
was released I had a chance to contact 
some leaders of the resistance and they do 
not want to develop now ... because they 
know that all the young people are dis¬ 
satisfied and if there were a resistance now 
they would join them. But they have no 
means, no weapons to provide them. 
SOF: Mr. Toai, you came to the U.S. in 
the late ’60s to help the anti-war move¬ 
ment here. Who were yoiir prominent 
friends then? 

TOAI: At that time I was the vice- 
president of the Saigon Student Union 
and I was invited by several campuses here 
to speak about the violation of human 
rights there and about the anti-war move¬ 
ment in Vietnam. At that time Don Luce, 
a prominent American anti-war, 
“peace,” and “human-rights” activist, 
was my friend because when he was in 
Vietnam 1 often hid in his apartment to 
avoid arrest by Thieu’s secret police. 
While here in the U.S. this time, I con¬ 
tacted him in New York and asked him 
about the realities in Vietnam. He said 
that human rights in Vietnam now are bet¬ 
ter than human rights in the United 
States. 

SOF: What do you think about him now? 
TOAI: I think he’s wrong, biit because 
he’s ashamed he doesn’t want to change 
his mind. And maybe in the United States 
he is nothing but when he is a pro-Viet- 
nam communist, each time he comes .to 
Vietnam he is hero. He is invited by the 
prime minister and is welcomed. I asked 
him why if he opposed American troops 
in Vietnam, why don’t you oppose Viet¬ 
namese troops in Laos and Cambodia? 
And he answered that because he does not 
see the Vietnamese troops in Laos and 
Cambodia, he does not oppose it. 1 think 
he is not an honest man. 

SOF: Did you know Jane Fonda? 

TOAI: No, but I tried to contact her to 
tell her about the realities in Vietnam. I 
hope that if she is an honest person she 
will change her mind. 

SOF: Jane Fonda has proven to be a 
disgusting example of moral and intellec¬ 
tual dishonesty. I’m not surprised you 
were unable to contact her. You don’t 
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hear much from her now about human 
rights violations in Vietnam. 

TOAI: You know, 1 think the communists 
were right when they told us they won, not 
in Vietnam but in Washington, in Paris, 
in Tokyo. They won with mass media. 
And all the international opinion in the 
world, they oppose only human rights 
violations in non-communist countries. 
They are not opposed to the human rights 
violations in the communist countries, 
SOF: On behalf of the Vietnamese people, 
what would you like to say now to the re¬ 
latives of the 50,000 American soldiers 
who died in Vietnam and the thousands 
who were wounded over there? 

TOAI: First, I would like to express to 
them my thanks, and to the relatives of 
the American soldiers who died in Viet¬ 
nam because they died for its freedom. 
And I think now that alU like me, who 
hated American soldiers, now change 
their point of view. We must make propa¬ 
ganda so that international opinion knows 
their deaths were as heroes. Because they 
died for the freedom of our country. And 
1 think that after their deaths in Vietnam, 
the United States government has almost 
destroyed the value of their death; it made 
contempt of their death by becoming close 
friends of the communists in Vietnam. 
SOF: There is a movement in this country 
that believes that before relations are 
established with Vietnam, those who are 
responsible for the gross torture and 
murder of American POWs must be tried 
as war criminals. What do you think? 
TOAI: 1 think that the communists can do 
anything they wish. So, they tortured 
American soldiers and pilots — they killed 
them. I think the most important thing 
now is that the American government 
must make clear about that by force. They 
must put pressure on the Vietnamese 
government because this is a question of 
American honor. 

HIEU: It is sad because the Vietnamese 
communists want to use the American pri¬ 
soners to blackmail their families, to place 
the problem of their release of the 
prisoners as a precondition to normaliza¬ 
tion of relations. 

SOF: Do you think there are still 
American prisoners in Vietnam? 

HIEU: I met a friend of mine here, a Viet¬ 
namese official who was sent to a prison 
in North Vietnam after Saigon’s fall. In 
Lao Cai he met four foreign prisoners, 
whom he believed were Americans. 

SOF: What year was this? 

HIEU: It was just before he was released 
early in 1978. And if normalization can¬ 
not happen, the Vietnamese communists 
surely, will use them — these prisoners — 
to make a bargain. 

SOF: Mr. Taoi, do you have any informa¬ 
tion about American POWs still in Viet¬ 
nam? 

TOAI: When I was in prison I saw four 
foreigners — western foreigners in prison 
— but I did not have any opportunity to 


contact them so I don’t know their nation¬ 
ality, but 1 guess they were Americans. 
SOF: What can be done now to help your 
country? 

TOAI: 1 think mostly we need moral sup¬ 
port. Americans supported our struggle in 
the past, they had many anti-war move¬ 
ments, they had many movements for im¬ 
provement of the prison system in Viet¬ 
nam. That is what we need from the 
American people. If the government of 
the United States is strong enough, it can 
put pressure on the Vietnamese govern¬ 
ment to release prisoners and to improve 
human rights there .... 

The American government always con¬ 
siders that the communist government is a 
friend and I think that the American gov¬ 
ernment has lost its will to confront the 
communists. So as you can see from 
history, communists always attack the 

United States. And the United States 
always goes back, it takes a step back. 
SOF: What do you think of Americans 
here who worked very hard in the so- 
called anti-war movement while really 
working for the North Vietnamese com¬ 
munist conquest of the South? What 
about these people who claimed to be for 
**human rights” but who will now say 
nothing about the brutal, repressive com¬ 
munist regime? 

HIEU: I think they do so because they are 
ashamed of their activities. And now if 
they are honest they must accuse the Viet¬ 
namese communists of violating human 
rights there. 

SOF: Do you feel guilty for what you have 
done to assist the communists in their vic¬ 
tory? 

TOAI: I feel deceived about the com¬ 
munists. So I must do much to compen¬ 
sate for what I have done. Especially to 
educate the public about realities in Viet¬ 
nam. In the past when I read books about 
the situation in Russia and China, I didn’t 
believe it. 1 thought it was the anti¬ 
communist propaganda. But after a long 
time of living under the communists, I 
know more. 1 am writing a book about 
Vietnam’s Gulag. 

SOF: Do you feel guilt that you helped to 
create the situation — even in a small 
way? 

TOAI: Yeah, I think so. Now I go around 
to try and make them understand about 
the realities in Vietnam. It is quite dif¬ 
ferent than what I had been believing 
before. 

SOF: How would you feel now about the 
U.S. sending troops to liberate Vietnam? 
TOAI: No, I don’t like foreign troops to 
come to my country. But I need moral 
support. 

SOF: What about American aid in the 
form of weapons to the resistance move¬ 
ment? 

TOAI: I think we need any help we can 
get to liberate my country. 

HIEU: I think it is improper for America 
to send troops to Vietnam but they could 


help the resistance by sending weapons. 
But 1 think that this too is a little improper 
because you can let the Chinese commun¬ 
ists do it for you. 

SOF: What would you like to say to the 
many American veterans who fought for 
your country? 

HIEU: 1 would like to send them a mes¬ 
sage from the Vietnamese people. That all 
Vietnamese people now feel sorry about 
their behavior towards the American 
troops before. Because in the past when 
American troops came to Vietnam, we 
didn’t think they came as freedom fighters 
but now we know that they were. 

SOF: If American troops landed in Viet¬ 
nam today, how would they be received 
by the people? 

HIEU: They would be received as angels! 
Angels from heaven. Because we Vietna¬ 
mese now live in desperation. And if we 
had an opportunity to speak to the vet¬ 
erans, we Vietnamese wish they would 
receive a Worthy reward from their coun¬ 
try because they are heroes. 

SOF: But nobody knows that. 

HIEU: Yes, nobody knows that. It is a 
very sad thing. And if they came to Viet¬ 
nam now, they would be received, they 
would be welcomed as angels. 


JL two men are sincere. They have 
suffered. And they are doing their best to 
help their people. But after the interview 
was over, I felt a strong urge to stick my 
finger in their faces and tell them that they 
are responsible for what happened to their 
country. I wanted to tell them that it isn*t 
good enough simply to say, ”/ was deceiv¬ 
ed. ” Not when they are both educated, in¬ 
telligent men, not when tens of thousands 
of good men died, not when overwhelm¬ 
ing, readily available historical evidence 
should have told them what their ^lib¬ 
erators'^ would be like, not when there ex¬ 
ist living examples of cold, cruel regimes 
of eastern Europe — and North Vietnam 
right next door. I wanted to tell them that 
it's just not good enough to say, '7 was 
deceived, ” because they — as men with 
brains and senses — should have known 
better. 

Who next will be doggy-paddling to the 
United States to beg for help because they 
too were "deceived”? Iranians? Italians? 
Rhodesian blacks? The lessons are all 
therefor the learning. But, to be fair, how 
can we blame them when the top people in 
our country — people who should indeed 
know better — have done much to help 
maintain the deception. I wonder how 
long it will be before there is no one left to 
deceive. 
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EXCLUSIVE: 


THE HAWK 

New South African 9mm Semi-Auto Pistoi 

by Bill Buys 


United Nations arms embargoes against 
South Africa have led to a couple of in¬ 
teresting developments: smuggling and in¬ 
itiative. 

In the case of the former, a variety of 
agents made themselves a lot of money by 
spiriting American arms to South Africa 
by devious routes, but, at the same time, 
guns from behind the Iron Curtain appar¬ 
ently come and go directly, and with im¬ 
punity. 

Imported or smuggled U.S. handguns 
fetch a goodly price in the selective South 
African gun market. A Colt Detective 
Special sells for around $500 in the Re¬ 
public of South Africa, compared with 
about $170 in the U.S. 

But embargoes also have the effect of 
stirring the natives to do their own thing if 
the banned product becomes absolutely 
unobtainable, or obtainable at exorbitant 
costs. 

So, since the UN embargo, which is 
strictly adhered to by the U.S. (but not by 
the Reds), a handful of local guns are 
shaping to make their appearance in 
Africa’s southernmost country. 

There’s the Lynx — a stainless steel 
revolver in .38 Special/.357 caliber, which 
is being further developed to consume all 
sorts of ammo in the .38 “family,” in¬ 
cluding 9mm Parabellum, .380, .38 S&W 


and .357 Magnum — the Sanna 77 (see 
SOF, June 1979), which is really a hand 
machine carbine spitting out 9mm bullets, 
and the Mamba, another stainless steel 
handgun, this time in 9mm parabellum, 
which seems to be stuck on the production 
line, despite a national advertising cam¬ 
paign of some months ago proclaiming it 
to be “simply the best.” 

There are also some others in the of¬ 
fing. But the latest prototype is from gun 
dealer and practical pistol shooter Mervyn 
Ullman. 

It is a veritable classic in automatics, 
and it’s called the Hawk. 

The compact, multi-shot 9mm parabel¬ 
lum semi-auto incorporates all the best 
features of four of the world’s top pistols, 
and has a lot of local ingenuity thrown in 
for good measure. 

The Hawk is as South African as bil¬ 
tong, but in it you’ll find traces of Colt, 
Smith & Wesson, Browning, and Star, all 
blended together in what is probably the 
finest handgun of its kind in the world. 

The prototype has had more than 8,000 
rounds fired through it, without any in¬ 
dication of wear, and so successful were 
the original design and manufacture that 
only the smallest modifications were 
found necessary during the development 
stages. 


Merv Ullman, who was recently award¬ 
ed his Springbok colors for practical pistol 
shooting, plus two Springbok target 
shooting colleagues, Des Horn and Brian 
Geyer, took some 12 months to design 
and build the first Hawk. 

“It might well be the most compact 
14-shot auto in the business,” says Ull¬ 
man. “Concealability was important. 
Competitive parabellums are outsize by 
comparison, and unless you’re built like 
King Kong, they’re almost impossible to 
carry on your person without some awk¬ 
ward bulges showing.” 

The Hawk uses a South African-made 
14-shot magazine that also fits the Brown¬ 
ing Hi-Power. A 20-shot mag is also avail¬ 
able, effectively converting the Hawk to a 
machine pistol. 

Other features include a lock-up system 
similar to the Smith and Wesson Model 52 
— generally accepted as the world’s most 
accurate semi-auto — and a trigger to 
hammer system like that of the Browning.. 
“But without the disconnector which, in 
my opinion, is an unnecessary complica¬ 
tion to the action,” says Ullman. 

The firing pin and extractor are also 
Browning-type, while the safety is a de¬ 
velopment of the Star system, which has 
been improved and made ambidextrous. 



The Hawk. Designed and developed to meet needs of South African armed forces. 
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Exploded view of Hawk 



Springbok shooter Mervyn Ullman with 9mm Parabellum Hawk and com* 
bat target, center of which reflects 15 shots fired from 12 meters. Ullman 
and colleagues Des Horn and Brian Geyer designed and built first model 
over 12 month period. 


Field stripping weapon Is similar to .45 Colt. 

This system cams the hammer off the 
sear, making it impossible to fire the 
Hawk with the safety on. In addition, it 
allows the hammer to be locked down, as 
well as in the cocked position. 

The sights, large high profile and fixed, 
are the best Pve ever seen and the quickest 
to align. Accuracy is something else. At 12 
meters, 15 shots went through a three cen¬ 
timeter by four centimeter area, and at 22 
meters, a further 12 shots covered an area 
no bigger than a box of matches. 

The square trigger guard gives a secure 
two-handed practical shooting grip, al¬ 
lowing excellent control in rapid fire. 

“The Hawk is a handgun built round 
practical shooting experience. We*re rath¬ 
er proud of it,” says Ullman. 

And he has reason to be proud. 

He expects the Hawk to sell for around 
$350 — which compares favorably with 
the lesser Spanish autos, and is roughly on 
a price par with the highly rated Czech¬ 
oslovakian CZ 75. 

It*s also about $200 cheaper than a Colt 
or Smith & Wesson auto, and, says Ull¬ 
man, it’s better than the lot of them. 

Born of necessity due to arms embar¬ 
goes, the Hawk seems destined to soar to 
great heights. In South Africa, at least. 



Hawk and Colt Commander. Weapon is designed compactly, 
for ease of concealment. 
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BATF GESTAPO 

Lawyer Exposes Entrapment 
Tactics & Techniques—Conclusion 


In SOF, June *79, attorney David T. 
Hardy described BATF*s '*straw man** 
and "implied dealership** entrapment 
techniques, the first of which is used 
against gun dealers, the latter against col¬ 
lectors and those displaying at gun shows. 
Hardy, a partner in Sando and Hardy, of 
Tucson, Arizona, has worked on gun con¬ 
trol issues with the Second Amendment 
Foundation and the National Rifle Asso¬ 
ciation. 

As taskforce director of the Task Force 
to Investigate BATF Enforcement Activ¬ 
ities, sponsored by the Second Amend¬ 
ment Foundation, he learned to recognize 
BATF*s entrapment techniques, and his 
article outlines several countermoves 
against BATF agents. The Second 
Amendment Foundation is now compiling 
a book-length report on BATF*s enforce¬ 
ment techniques, which will be published 
soon. A previous draft of Hardy *s article 
appeared in Arms Gazette, March 1979. 

Dealer’s P rivate 
Collection Entrapment 

A third form of entrapment, which is 
used far less frequently than the first two 
but has become increasingly popular of 
late, is directed at FFLs, and has been 
especially popular in the Ohio region. The 
basic idea is for agents to approach a 
dealer, generally work themselves into his 
confidence, and then propose that he sell 
to them some of his privately owned guns. 
If the dealer consents, and figures that 
since these are his private guns rather than 
his inventory, he does not have to file a 
4473, he may be prosecuted for failure to 
file the same. Once again, the agents may 
attempt to get the dealer to talk about 
avoiding “paperwork” in order to pre¬ 
judice the jury and judge. Under what 
conditions a dealer’s private collection is 
part of his inventory is unclear at this 
point, since these cases have not reached 
the Appellate level very frequently. Until 
this becomes more clear, dealers would be 
advised at a minimum to keep their pri¬ 
vate collections carefully separate from 
their dealership inventory, and to be re¬ 
luctant to sell from their private collection 
to any individual who seems unduly con¬ 
cerned about “paperwork” and meets 
them in their capacity as a dealer. 



istration and fingerprints, etc.) apply not 
only to fully automatic firearms, but also 
to devices “readily convertible” to auto¬ 
matic fire. The applications of that con¬ 
cept, by courts not familiar with firearms, 
are often frightening. One federal Ap¬ 
peals Court has unanimously upheld con¬ 
viction of a shooter who sold a Dewat 
Thompson — with the barrel’s breech 
welded, and the barrel welded onto the 
receiver. 

The language of the court in its publish¬ 
ed opinion is so astonishing that no addi¬ 
tional comment is necessary: 

"We affirm the Judgment of convic¬ 
tion. The firearm in question is an unserv- 

icable Thompson submachine gun - 

He bases his appeal from conviction on ' 
two points: first that the welded receiver 
of the gun was not a firearm within the 
meaning of the National Firearms Act, 
and was therefore not required to be 
registered, and secondly, that the govern¬ 
ment did not prove that Smith had knowl¬ 
edge that the inoperative gun had to be 
registered. 


“... The barrel of the gun was welded 
closed at the breech and also welded to the 
receiver on the outside under the hand- 
guard. Scroggie [BATF agent] testified 
that there are two possible ways by which 
the firearm could be made to function as 
such. The most fusible method would be 
to cut the barrel off, drill a hole into the 
forward end of the receiver, and then 
rethread the hole so that the same or 
another barrel could be inserted, to do so 
would take about an eight-hour working 
day in a properly equipped machine shop. 
Another method which would be more 
difficult because of the possibility of 
bending or breaking the barrel would be 
to drill the weld out of the breech of the 
barrel .... 

"In view of the object of the statute and 
the context of the legislation as a whole, 
we find as a fact that the gun in question is 
capable of being 'readily* restored to 
shoot automatically even though the pro¬ 
cess of restoration would require a work¬ 
ing day for that purpose .... 
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”Smith *s second allegation relating to 
the necessity of alleging and proving 
knowledge that Smith knew the gun had 
to be registered is likewise without merit. 
The Supreme Court has specifically held 
that the Act 'requires no specific intent or 
knowledge that hand grenades were un¬ 
registered _ The only knowledge re¬ 

quired to be proved was knowledge that 
the instrument possessed was a firearm. 
United States v. Smith, 

477 F.2d 399 (8th Cir.1973) 

In related areas, agents have sometimes 
arrested persons for possession of “prac¬ 
tice grenades,” of the type with thick 
walls,, a small black powder smoke charge, 
and a hole in the bottom to permit the 
same to escape. 

One court has rejected such claims — 
refusing to permit the confiscation of a 
truck based on the claim that three prac¬ 
tice grenade fuses were found inside it. 
The court noted that “in use, the practice 
grenade is thrown by the trainee some 
30-40 yards, a period of four to five 
seconds elapses, then a loud "pop* is heard 
and white smoke may be seen coming 
frpm the grenade body where the cork has 
been blown away. No fragmentation of 
the grenade body occurs and no fragment 
other than the small cork separates.” 
United States v. One 1972 Chevrolet, 369 
F.Supp. 755 (D.Neb.l973), 

Others have not been so lucky. In 
United States V, Kiliyan, 456 F.2d 555 (8th 
Cir,1972), the court upheld a conviction 
and sentence to two eight-year terms bas¬ 
ed on possession of practice grenades 
which, when tested, not only failed to ex¬ 
plode, but even failed to give off smoke. 
The BATF merely produced an “expert” 
who testified that the grenades contained 
“approximately 21 grains of black powder 
— that the amount of such powder in each 
grenade was about the same as that used 
in combat grenades ... and that if the 
grenade had functioned, it would have ex¬ 
ploded and fragmented.” (Since the agent 
testifying was a former commanding of¬ 
ficer of an ordnance detachment of the 
United States Army, his sworn testimony 
that the load of a combat grenade is 21 
grains of black powder does seem a bit 
strange). 

In United States v. Shafer, 445 F.2d 579 
(7th Cir. 1971) a conviction and sentence 
of 10 years was upheld on allegations that 
the defendant possessed practice grenades 
and 4831 rifle powder and that, if the rifle 
powder were placed inside the grenade 
shells, they would have detonated (once 
again, experts were custom-produced for 
such testimony; since the conviction oc¬ 
curred in a neighboring state and the ex¬ 
pert was described as “an Army ordnance 
officer,” it would appear to be the same 
expert). 

It should be noted that in that case the 
government admitted having destroyed all 
of the fuses and most of the 4831 powder 


on two occasions, one of them “after the 
court had granted the defendant’s motion 
to inspect the evidence,” on the alleged 
grounds that each “destruction was neces¬ 
sary in order to protect public buildings” 
where they had been stored, which made 
defense testing a little difficult: moreover, 
when the defense attorneys offered to test 
such grenades, in their own hands if need 
be, the court rejected such “because of 
the possibility of damage, the District 
Court was entitled to refuse the live 
demonstration proffered by defense 
counsel.” 


Sometimes Bureau informants go 
beyond their orders in an attempt to 
figure out even more imaginative schemes. 
In one case recently reported, the Bureau 
hired a person whom the trial judge de¬ 
scribed as “a totally amoral individual, 
completely without any scruples whatso¬ 
ever” and paid him in proportion to the 
number of arrests he came up with. He 
convinced another person that he was in¬ 
terested in selling someone some fake pipe 
bombs, and offered that person $50 if he 
would help out in the scheme by going up 
to the potential buyer and explaining that 
the pipe bombs were at his house. 

The victim fell for it and did so, letting 
the informant leave the “fake” pipe 
bombs at his apartment. The buyer to 
whom he delivered the informant’s sales 
pitch was, of course, a BATF agent. Con¬ 
vinced by the story (in which the defen¬ 
dant claimed the bombs were real) they 
raided the man’s apartment, found the 
bombs which the informant had left there 
(and which were not fake) and charged 
him with felonies. The informant, of 
course, pocketed $500. Fortunately, the 
trial judge dismissed the case. 

Numerous cases have also been report¬ 
ed of agents attempting to convince peo¬ 
ple that they were interested in purchasing 
guns or arranging for shipments to be 
made to other nations, chiefly Rhodesia. 
In one such case, the agents convinced the 
defendants that the firearms were in fact 
located in Canada and would be shipped 
without entering the United States — 
presumably, no violation of American 
law. Only after the agents had effectively 
swindled the victims out of a large down- 
payment did they reveal that the guns 
were in fact in the United States. When 
their intended victims went to pick up the 
guns, they simply sprang the trap and net¬ 
ted not only convictions but also sizeable 
newspaper publicity about what fine peo¬ 
ple the agents were and how they had so 
brilliantly prevented an illegal shipment 
(the agents did not, of course, bother to 
inform the newspapers that the govern¬ 
ment agents had in fact created the il¬ 
legality). 


The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms is faced with the possibility of 
bureaucratic extinction unless it can con¬ 
vince the public and the Congress to per¬ 
mit it to rapidly expand in the field of 
firearms enforcement. In order to gain 
support for this move, it has and will con¬ 
tinue to engage in extensive entrapment 
operations aimed at producing a maxi¬ 
mum number of arrests with minimal 
work and risk to the agents. 

As a practical matter, it will therefore 
focus upon legal dealers, collectors, and 
gun enthusiasts, rather than the criminal 
element. Whether activities of this type 
will be halted by Congress or other gov¬ 
ernment bodies remains to be seen. 

In the meantime, a gun enthusiast’s best 
protection against an unjust conviction 
(with consequent loss of all rights to 
possess firearms) is a thorough knowledge 
of the form which entrapment activities 
take, and to decline any approach by any¬ 
one (friend or stranger, for a friend may 
have been quietly arrested last month and 
offered a dismissal if he brought in two 
more convictions) which could put an en¬ 
thusiast in the place of being a dealer, sell¬ 
ing on a straw man arrangement, or pos¬ 
sessing what could be argued to be a 
destructive device. 
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THE ART OF SILENT KILLING 


WW II British Commando-Style 

by William L Cassidy 


The history of British unconventional 
warfare training, in the period from 1938 
to 1945, is an epic which, when written, 
will require several volumes, and still the 
story will not be told in its fullness. So 
vast were the British programs, so pains¬ 
takingly detailed and so secret, that his¬ 
torians now find they must of necessity 
console themselves with mere sketches, as 
the greater tale has been lost. 

With this in mind, we now direct our at¬ 
tention to a brief sketch of one unconven¬ 
tional warfare program, conducted at the 
Special Training Center, Lochailort, In- 
vernesshire, Scotland, from 1940 to 1942. 
The program in question is the legendary 
Silent Killing course, devised by W.E. 
Fairbairn and E.A. Sykes, for presenta¬ 
tion to British and American secret agen¬ 
cies, and the British Commandos. 


For those interested in bureaucratic 
histories, we recommend F. Spencer 
Chapman’s book, The Jungle Is Neutral, 
which gives a basic account of the found¬ 
ing of STS Lochailort in the spring of 
1940.' One may also find reference to the 
school in the author’s own volume, Quick 
Or Dead, where particular note is made of 
the school’s program of instruction in 
close-quarter combat use of the one-hand 
gun.^ 

For the purposes of the following work, 
however, we are less concerned with the 
who and why of STS Lochailort (it was 
founded by the Stirling brothers, “Mad 
Mike” Calvert and some others, with the 
blessings of the Military Intelligence 
Directorate) than we are with the specifics 
of the Silent Killing course. 


According to the Silent Killing Instruc¬ 
tors’ Guide, the course itself was, 
”... designed to teach how to fight and 
kill without the use of firearms. Since the 
course includes the use of the knife, the 
term ‘unarmed combat’ would not be 
technically correct. ‘Silent killing’ has 
been chosen, therefore, as a more ac¬ 
curate description.”^ 

After an initial toughening up period, 
in which potential students were exposed 
to the most difficult physical tests im¬ 
aginable, those who survived were treat¬ 
ed to a brief lecture delivered by battle- 
scarred veterans of the Shanghai Munici¬ 
pal Police, especially drafted by Fairbairn 
and Sykes for use as instructors. For¬ 
tunately, the text of this first lecture has 
survived to the present day, and it is worth 



In cadence, execute! Sentry killing with the Fairbalrn-Sykes fighting knife was high point of Lochailort course. 
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‘'Come right at me, son,” said instructors to largest member of each class. Follow up to invita¬ 
tion usually resulted in unceremonial trip to ground for student. 


reprinting here in full, if only to convey 
something of the spirit of its time: 

Thif^ystem of combat is designed for 
use when you have lost your firearms^ 
which is something you should not do, or 
when the use offirearms is Undesirable for 
fear of raising an alarm. 

At some time or other, most of you, 
probably, have been taught at least the 
rudiments of boxing, under the Queens- 
berry rules. That training was useful 
because it taught you to think and move 
quickly and how to hit hard. The Queens- 
berry rules enumerate, under the heading 
of * fouls, ** some good targets which the 
boxer is not trained to defend. 

This, however, is WAR, not sport,^ 
Your aim is to kill your opponent as 
quickly as possible, A prisoner is generally 
a handicap and a source of danger, par¬ 
ticularly if you are without weapons. So 
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forget the Queensberry rules; forget the 
term "foul methods.That may sound 
cruel but it is still more cruel to take 
longer than necessary to kill your oppon¬ 
ent. ""Foul methods’" so-called, help you 
to kill quickly. Attack your opponent’s 
weakest points, therefore. He will attack 
yours if he gets a chance, 

At this point, the lecturer would pause 
dramatically, and look about the class, 
searching every face. In some he would 
observe the smirk of the man “who knew 
better.*’ In pthers, the pale smile and 
perspiring brow of the man who knew 
nothing. In his closing remarks, he would 
try to appease both. 

There have been many famous boxers 
and wrestlers who time after time have 
won their contests with their favourite 
blows or holds. The reason is that they 
had so perfected those particular blows 


and holds that few could withstand them. 
The same applies to you. If you will take 
the trouble to perfect one method of at¬ 
tack, you will be far more formidable than 
if you only become fairly good at all the 
methods which you will be shown. 

Since this course of instruction is de¬ 
signed to teach you to kill, it will be plain 
to you that its methods are dangerous. 
Your object here' is to learn, not to 
damage, and you will get no credit if you 
break your sparring partner’s neck, for 
example. In learning and practising, you 
will avoid, therefore, taking any risks of 
that kind. The submission signal (the two 
taps, on your own body or your partner’s 
or on the floor) must never be dis¬ 
regarded. It is the signal to stop instantly, 
and that is a rule which must never be 
broken, ’ 

Typically, in the silence after this lec¬ 
ture was delivered, a glint of mischief 
would come into the instructor’s eye, and 
he would put the class on its feet, in a 
rough semi-circle before him. Sizing up 
the largest, hardest looking lad in the 
group, he would issue a challenge that by 
war’s end had reached the status of a 
cliche: “Come right at me, son!” A sec¬ 
ond later, the class would be breaking up 
in gales of laughter, and the challenger 
would be ruefuly rubbing his hindquarters 
from a most undignified position on the 
floor. Fairbairn made it a standard prac¬ 
tice for instructors to immediately throw, 
throttle, and kick the largest member of 
every class. Students who were obviously 
out to “teach the teachers” were singled 
out for special treatment. In later days, 
one inventive Silent Killing instructor, a 
former sergeant on the Shanghai kiot 
Squad, would greet his students while 
hanging by his heels from the limb of a 
tree. “Can’t say you look so tough from 
here!” he would jibe, and then level one 
of the grinning on-lookers with a kick and 
a punch as he jumped down frpm his 
perch.® 

The basic Silent Killing course, as 
presented circa July 1942, was divided in¬ 
to six progressive sections. Section .1 dealt 
with blows delivered with the side of the 
hand. It was explained that the effect of 
such blows is determined by the speed 
with which they are delivered, as distinct 
from the weight behind them. Students 
were cautioned to strike with the palm 
down, the thumb up and the whole hand 
tensed. The object of this method is to 
concentrate the force of the blow in one 
small area, approximately half-way be-, 
tween the base of the little finger and the 
wrist. 

Practice was made upon dummies, spe¬ 
cially packed to simulate the resistance of 
a human body. Six targets were singled 
put for attention: 

L On the back of the neck, immediately 
on either side of the spine, 

2. From the bridge of the nose to the base 
of the throat. 

3, On either side of the head and throat, 
from base of the throat to the temple area. 
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4, On the upper arm. 

5, On the fore arm. 

6, The kidney region,'^ 

Instructors were careful to point out 
that with such blows, it is possible to kill, 
paralyze, break bones, or otherwise badly 
injure one’s opponent. 

Section 1 having been mastered, stu¬ 
dents were initiated into the mysteries of 
Section 2, which presented kicks, open- 
hand chin jabs, use of the knee, head and 
elbows, and finger-tip jabs. At the conclu¬ 
sion of this block of instruction, students 
were lined up and told most emphatically: 

... That they should never go to the 
ground if they can help it. If they have to, 
they should get up again as soon as they 
can. While a man is killing his opponent 
on the ground, the opponent's friends 
could Vitalk up and kick his brains out ..., 

... That if their knowledge of the sub¬ 
ject is confined to the contents of Sections 
] and 2, they will have made themselves 
extremely dangerous, even to highly train¬ 
ed adversaries, if only they will attack first 
and keep on attacking. (Original em¬ 
phasis.)* 

Section 3 dealt with releases from 
holds. Instructors demonstrated how to 
escape from one- and two-hand wrist and 
throat holds, hair holds, front and rear 
body holds, and police or “come-along” 
holds. The essence of good release work 
was said to be instinctive, lightning speed, 
deft footwork, and instant attack. 

In Section 4, the niceties of crowd 
fighting were discussed, after which stu¬ 
dents were treated to a rigorous practice 
session in a specially rigged boxing ring. 
Six dummies were suspended in the center 
of the ring, situated at all sides around the 
student. On command, the student engag¬ 
ed the dummies at random, employing 
every sort of blow with hand, foot, knee, 
elbow and head, from any necessary posi¬ 
tion. The student would then exit the ring 
at full speed, exactly as if he were being 
pursued. “It must always be 
remembered,” states the Silent Killing 
guide, “that the aim is to get out of the 
place and not to fight any Ipnger than 
necessary.”’ 

Section 5 was devoted to Fairbairn’s 
famous course of instruction in use of the 
Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting Knife.'® 
Students were taught how to hold the 
knife, how to pass it from one hand to 
another, how to thrust, and how to use 
the free hand to feint and parry. After 
practice in these rudiments, the correct 
method of slashing was taught, and a brief 
lecture was delivered on the subject of 
knife carry and concealment. Knife in¬ 
struction was the high point of the entire 
course, and students were, from the very 
beginning, taught to appreciate the unique 
character of the Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting 
Knife: 

The knife is a silent and deadly weapon 
that is easily concealed and against which 
in the hands of an expert there is no sure 
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defence, except fire-arms or by running 
like hell.'' 

Section 6 discussed, “Useful aids, for 
special needs and occasions.” Under this 
heading instructors combined material on 
unarmed sentry killing; sentry killing with 
a knife; a pleasant little kink known as the 
spinal dislocator; the varieties of disarm¬ 
ing technique; prisoner searching; moving 
a prisoner; securing a prisoner; the basic 
method of breaking an arm, and the bent- 
arm hold. 

At the conclusion of Sections 1 through 
6, if time remained and the students were 
apt, or if the intended assignment of 
specialist personnel so demanded, an ad¬ 
vanced course was presented, detailing ar¬ 
cane blows and holds perfected in Shang¬ 
hai; methods of strangulation; the precise 
way to crush a man’s testicles; and the use 


of such aids as the spring cosh, the safety- 
razor blade, and the simple matchbox. 

The Silent Killing course, both basic 
and advanced, as we have here outlined, 
began in the early summer of 1940, and 
enjoyed the personal attentions of both 
W.E. Fairbairn and E.A. Sykes on and 
off until approximately February 1942. In 
February 1942, the Commando Depot, 
later the Commando Basic Training Cen¬ 
ter, was established by Major-General 
J.C. Haydon at Achnacarry, some few 
miles away from Lochailort, and placed 
under the direction of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Charles E. Vaughan.'^ Shortly thereafter, 
with training under way at Achnacarry, 
Fairbairn turned his attentions to the 
needs of the Special Operations Ex¬ 
ecutive’s Camp X, in Canada, and later, 
the Office of Strategic Services’ Area B-5, 



Physical conditioning was important part of commando training. Here, Thompson SMG-armed 
student scales rock face. 
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in Maryland, U.S.A.'^ Sykes, for his part, 
devoted his efforts to service as the resi¬ 
dent pistol instructor at STS XXI, or 
Arisaig House, a SOE training center a 
few miles west of Lochailort.‘^ 

The Lochailort course nevertheless 
served as the model for every course 
which followed; both those of the Com¬ 
mando Basic Training Center, and of the 
SOE Special Training Schools. It was, in 
one form or another presented (though 
not necessarily at Lochailort), to person¬ 
nel from British Independent Companies 
numbers 1 through 11; British Comman¬ 
dos numbers 1 through 11; 30 Comman¬ 
do, later the 30th Assault or Admiralty In¬ 
telligence Unit; 62 Commando; the 1 
Small Scale Raiding Forcte; the Special 
Boat Section; elements of the Australian 
Independent Companies; elements of 
SOE, OSS, and a host of other British and 
American special forces units. Indeed, it 
may be said that between them, Fairbairn 
and Sykes trained the whole of the in¬ 
structor cadre of Anglo-American special 
forces in the World War of 1939 to 1945.*^ 
The progression of the Lochailort ma¬ 
terial from Britain to America is par¬ 
ticularly interesting. In early 1942, the 
OSS assigned then-Lieutenant Rex Ap¬ 
plegate to STS Lochailort, where he re¬ 
ceived the course at the hands of E.A, 
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Sykes. Thereafter, Applegate returned to 
the United States where, in liaison with 
Fairbairn, he established the course of in¬ 
struction in Silent Killing at OSS’s Area 
B-5, America’s first specialized intel¬ 
ligence school. A comparison between the 
British and American courses shows very 
little difference, proof that America’s first 
secret servants were taught on the British 
model.'* 

It is also worth noting that a good por¬ 
tion of the original Lochailort course was 
incorporated in Rex Applegate’s immortal 
Kill Or Get Killed, something which has 
helped the book earn its well-deserved 
reputation as the most complete study of 
close-combat ever written.’’ 

Through the vehicle of Kill Or Get Kill¬ 
ed, the Lochailort doctrine, as tailored by 
Applegate, has thus reached a wide audi¬ 
ence. Indeed, something of its methods 
are included in most if not all of the pro¬ 
grams presented by the armed forces, and 
all federal intelligence and investigative 
agencies. The same might also be said for 
a considerable number of state and local 
police 'departments, and a number of 
foreign agencies which have enjoyed the 
benefits of either U.S. or British training. 

For in spite of its somewhat blood¬ 
thirsty designation, the original Silent 
Killing course, unique as it may have been 



Sequence of photos shows technique for relieving oppo* 
nent of rifle (left), then smashing in his head with it 


in its day, reveals itself to us now as 
nothing more than a skillful, intelligent 
presentation of proven techniques. This is 
not to in any fashion minimize the course. 
On the contrary, this knowledge serves to 



Special Training Center at Lochailort, Scotland 
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highlight the course’s most appealing fea¬ 
ture. 

The feature of which we speak is sum¬ 
marized under the heading of “tradi¬ 
tion,” One finds it such a simple matter to 



-more tranquil today than in its 1938*1945 heyday. 


confine one’s thinking regarding close- 
combat to the traditions of Asia. But in so 
doing, one misses the fact that there is a 
Western tradition every bit as valid as its 
Eastern counterpart. 

The techniques presented in the original 
Silent Killing course, and, ultimately, 
presented in our own time, owe their crea¬ 
tion to the early work of W.E. Fairbairn 
in the streets of Shanghai. They were, 
from the very beginning, designed as a 
peculiarly Western martial art, a means 
whereby the English-speaking world could 
come to grips with and win over Oriental 
systems. These techniques were refined in 
the bitter laboratory that was the Second 
World War, and reach the present day 
more or less intact. Whether we call them 
the simple techniques of hand-to-hand, or 
whether we award them the dramatic title 
“silent killing,” we still need to recognize 
them for what they are. And they are, if 
nothing else, an expression of how we 
have come to perceive personal combat: 
the first Anglo-American preserve of mar¬ 
tial tradition. 

END NOTES 
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COMBAT IN LEBANON 

UN Troops Strike Out 

by Al J. Venter 



Above: Christian soldiers, atop U.S.-made Sherman tank, man observa¬ 
tion post overlooking PLO positions near Marj’Uyun. Left: American 
M-113 personnel carriers, supplied by Israelis, are important part of 
Christian defenses. 
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Flinty and sparse, South Lebanon 
leaves only one immediate impression in 
the minds of those who are prepared to 
visit this domain of seemingly endless con¬ 
flict: it’s a hard land — the kind that only 
its sons could love. 

Another thought nags constantly: Why 
the persistent preoccupation with warfare 
in a region almost as barren as the Mojave 
and little more productive? 

There are other images — some vivid, a 
few subdued — as the visitor makes first 
contact with the remnants of a tiny embat¬ 
tled Christian community caught in the 
vortex of war between two of the 
behemoths of the Middle East. On the one 
hand, there is Islam in its new aggressive 
and intransigent guise; on the other, a 
protective Israel as carnage swings this 
way and that and only anarchy prevails. 

Impressions of the children, all of them 
wide-eyed and bewildered, as fear creates 
that first incredible sensation of disbelief. 

I had seen it only once before in Biafra, 
although in all of Lebanon — including 
the more populous north around Beirut — 
very few people are starving. 

That and the pockmarked buildings and 
the occasional wounded soldier or civilian 
being casevaced to the rear, in this case, to 
the Israeli frontier at Metulla. 

Or the pregnant Lebanese woman, still 
clutching her worry beads, being lifted 
gently on to the flat top of an armored 
personnel carrier that had once been 
American while the rest of her shelled 
village looked on in shocked disbelief. As 
if it had never happened before.., 

She was very pregnant and very dead, 
killed the previous evening in an artillery 
barrage that had been initiated from 
mountaintop positions in Fatahland 
across the way. 

It remains an irony of this conflict that 
the role of United Nations troops in the 
area is to prevent or isolate such incidents 
which are an almost nightly occurrence; as 
usual, they had done nothing at all to still 
the attack although it had continued for 
an hour or more within sight of their own 
fortifications. 

So hostilities in South Lebanon go On, 
sporadic, unhurried, very rarely intense in 
the conventional military sense. It’s large¬ 
ly a sneaky, often devious campaign that 
involves as much hitting at the rear as 
from the front. At first hand, it gives an 
impression of being unlike anything yet 
seen in recent or older film clips from 
Southeast Asia, or even Africa to date, 
but then Arabs regard themselves in a 
class of their own, even in the way they 
fight their wars. 

In some ways, the scenario is almost 
\\ke something taken out of context from 
some World War II east European se¬ 
quence, for there, too — as in Lebanon 
early in the struggle — members of the 
same village slaughtered each other 
because of religious differences. 



In addition to American<made arms, Israelis supply Christians with many Soviet weapons cap¬ 
tured from Arab armies in past actions. From left to right, American .50 caliber Browning AN- 
M3 aircraft MG, modified for ground use, Soviet 65mm D48 anti-tank/fleld gun, Soviet 12.7mm 
M-1939 DSHK. 
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Left: author on patrol with Christian militiamen. He saw no direct evidence of foreign 
volunteers in southern Lebanon. 


Right: Prospective volunteers, take note. With barely enough money to keep population cloth¬ 
ed and fed, South Lebanon is not the place for improving the health of your bank account. 
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Christian Arab armored column passing through friendly town south of LitanI River. tsraeli>suppiied vehicles are usually of American make, but 
captured Soviet armor is also utilized. 


Curiously enough, both times it has 
taken an age for the world community to 
do something about it. 

Reporting on the war is another kind of 
experience altogether and here only pre¬ 
viously-made contacts count. 

It is difficult enough getting through 
Israeli lines into that part of Lebanon 
south of the Litani River that is controlled 
by the Christian Arab forces. The army in 
this region is headed by Major Sa’ad 
Hadat, a Christian and formerly a mem¬ 
ber of the integrated regular Lebanese Ar¬ 
my. Once through the heavily defended 
frontier, the experience can, on occasion, 
fringe on fantasy. 

Security, for instance, is tight. Border 
guards were not at all interested in my 
passport; only passwords and the kind of 
faces among those that accompanied me 
that fitted previously-given descriptions. 

We drove with almost suicidal intent 
along a route that had probably seen the 
last repair team five or six years before. 

“Snipers,” my South Lebanese Chris¬ 
tian Army guide explained. “So we go like 
hell and we hope they no shoot at us.” He 
smiled across his shoulder long enough to 
force him to take drastic evading action as 


we almost careened into a crudely cam¬ 
ouflaged Sherman tank, its Israeli mark¬ 
ings still faintly visible under a fresh coat 
of dark gray paint. 

With hooter blaring, we traversed a 
land speckled with tank traps. Flattened 
buildings, blown-up bridges and hastily 
erected defenses. 

We passed a dozen villages in the first 
hour, every one of them abandoned by 
their former Shi’ite Muslim residents last 
year when Israel launched an operation 
towards the Litani River: a recurring 
theme, for these are the same Shihte 
religious zealots who have been responsi¬ 
ble for toppling the Shah in not-too- 
distant Iran. 

An Islamic resurgence? The Southern 
Christian Lebanese certainly believe so. 

Now these villages, none of them bigger 
than an average-sized mid-western Amer¬ 
ican rural settlement, play host to occa¬ 
sional Christian Arab security patrols or 
roving bands of Palestinian terrorists in¬ 
tent on making the Israeli frontier before 
dawn. 



“Florence Nightingale’' of Christian 
Lebanese forces — during recent Palestin¬ 
ian strikes, she attended dozens of 
casualties. 
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Once there were dogs and cats and kids 
and cars along our meandering route. 
Now there are only goats and occasional 
flocks of the fat-tailed sheep that one 
finds throughout the Middle East. 
Shepherds in this region very rarely 
wander far from known Christian Forces 
security positions. 

Towns that were still inhabited by their 
former Christian or right-wing Muslim in¬ 
habitants — among them Marj’Uyun, 
Qlaiaa, and one or two others could 
hardly be regarded as settlements in any 
economic or societally viable sense. Most 
of their inhabitants lived in shored-up 
isolation behind bunkers and sand-bagged 
gun emplacements, ever conscious of 
Palestinian or rebel Lebanese Arab Army 
(LAA) artillery bombardments or infantry 
probes. 

The little work that there was to be had 

was available only in Israel. Each day con- 

vo^ or cars would speed past our position 
before dawn, heading for the “Good 
Fence’* at Metulla. There the lucky ones 
that had some form of employment — 
most of it manual — would disperse for 
eight hours and then return long before 
dark for the hazardous route back. 

. These were the fortunate ones, for they 
^ouj g ht witji them tood and clothma!! ^ 
*w ^‘asTT? w^ f^the piit<;ide world. 

But some kind of infrastructure does re¬ 
main within the embattled zones. 

Occasionally in a village we would pass 
small make-shift work houses but most of 
this output was geared to the war effort: 
steel shuttering for a building facing ex¬ 
posed artillery positions or perhaps some 
form of improvised armor plating for one 
of the cars that ferried passengers to the 
border and back each day. 

Once we stopped for lunch at a tiny 
structure that had once been a cafe. Its en¬ 
tire rear had been blown out by a Soviet- 
supplied Katyusha rocket, but still it func¬ 
tioned relatively effectively. There was no 
coffee or conventional tea; a mint variety 
was passed around in a jug that had lost 
all its enamelling together with the Leba¬ 
nese variety of falafel, [bread], hot and 
pungent like they make it in this corner of 
the Mediterranean. 

Then came the strongpoints, all of them 

— like the Palestinian and LAA positions 

— on mountain and hill tops and each one 
bearing the scars of previous artillery and 
mortar barrages from Fatahland. 

I was able to visit six of these positions 
in all. Each time we would halt our vehicle 
at the bottom of the only access track and 
wait the 30 minutes or so that it took to 
move the barbed wire and pre-set anti¬ 
personnel and anti-mine landmine 
emplacements from the tracks before we 
walked into the fortifications. 

Constantly I was reminded by my driv¬ 
er-guide (who I knew only as YussuO to 
beware of where I walked. “You step on a 
mine and you finish ... Poof!” he ex¬ 


claimed, using his hands for effect. 

And he meant it, as I was later to see 
when a young Lebanese soldier had one of 
his legs blown off. Twice, while photo¬ 
graphing in the vicinity of a camp, he 
brusquely stopped me from moving off 
the road. Eyes wide, he shook his head 
but said nothing more except to point at a 
few bare craters further along the track we 
had used. There had been others, clearly 
not so lucky. 

There is some confusion as to the exact 
use and deployment of landmines in much 
of the region south of the Litani River. 
The majority were laid by the Christians, 
but there are also minefields that were laid 
by the Palestinians in anticipation of an 
Israeli invasion. In this respect there is on¬ 
ly one cardinal rule — do not step off the 
road, for it is usually in the vicinity of the 
main routes that they are most prevalent. 

Strongpoints themselves are about as 
austere and spartan as any defensive posi¬ 
tion I’ve visited. Conditions were not 
helped last December by one of the col¬ 
dest winters the Northern Hemisphere has 
experienced for decades; those not doing a 
watch would huddle about improvised 
jerry-can heaters or hide themselves 
behind barriers of sackcloth in little struc¬ 
tures that passed for observation posts 
when the weather was good. 

The accent was clearly on preparedness. 
Half tracks, tanks, artillery and armored 
personnel carriers faced all likely ap¬ 
proach points on every vantage position, 
their troops ready to take action the mo¬ 
ment the alarm was sounded. Most action 
took place at night with the result that 
daytime provided the kind of leisure the 



Major Sa’ad Hadat, commander of Chris¬ 
tian Lebanese forces south of Litani River. 
While he made it clear Christian Arabs 
were not interested in mercenaries, unit 
has “accepted volunteers in the past, and 
will do so when it suits our purposes in the 
future.” 



Lebanese Christians in Israeli jeep. 
Without Israeli support, Christian forces 
would quickly succumb to Soviet-supplied 
PLO. 


men needed to prepare themselves for 14 
hours of winter darkness. 

“We have many problems with infiltra¬ 
tors,” said one of the commanders. “The 
Palestinians try to come through the 
valleys below at night and we try to stop 
them. Occasionally the landmines do the 
work for us.” 

He explained that the pattern was the 
same for most of the strongpoints. If an 
enemy presence was detected it would be 
engaged, and this invariably resulted in 
some form of artillery reaction from any 
one of a dozen Arab positions to the 
north. 

“But we’re ready for them,” stated the 
officer, “We know their deployment and 
our gunnery is usually more accurate.” 


There was a tendency, the officer 
stated, for the Arab forces to start some 
kind of diversionary action by shelling one 
or more of the civilian settlements. “Then 
their terrorists try to slip through.” 

Offici al reaction. Major Hada t explain¬ 
ed later^wQiilimeJo_lmmedIateI^rgn^ 
^tne Un commander in the region *'But 

"tney re either all drunk or asleep — or too 

'leiIIIled to do anything in case the shells 
start falling on them,” said another Chris¬ 
tian Arab officer whose bearing and use 
of English reflected the two years he had 
spent on a study tour at an American mili¬ 
tary establishment. 

Throughout the operational area th at 1 
v isited, one faciui uulijn^v iJticaiiiB salient . 
^^ry w e apon, ev^v cartridge used b yThe 
cTetending Christian forces has comTlroriT 

Israeli sources.~Artillery — much of _Ll 
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Christian M-113 disabled by Soviet TM-46 landmine. PLO and Christian minefields are so abun¬ 
dant, such occurrences are frequent. 


Soviet equipment captured in earlier frays 
— tanks, personnel carriers and other 
vehicles of war, all carry some partially 
obliterated Israeli mark of identification. 

Without liberal handouts of this kind of 
hardware it is obvious that the Christian s 
wo u Idcollapseofl-ajveg]^ 

’’But w^e not too proud to accept aid. 
Why not? The Syrians give the best they 
have to the Palestinians and the LAA. So 
do the Iraqis and everyone else who has a 
stake in the war,” said Major Sa’ad 
Hadat. 

Now there was a new development, he 
said with undisguised disdain. “They’re 
now starting to steal weapons from the 
UN forces and although the local UN 
Commander, Major General Erskine — a 
Ghanaian career officer — makes a lot of 
noise, nothing is done about the matter,” 

Major Hadat explained that a new 
trend in the war was for the United Na¬ 
tions forces to try to “arrest” probing 
PLO units for three days and then release 
them back to their side of the frontline 
with their weapons and equipment intact. 

“But the PLO is reacting. Last week 
[early Decemberl the Irish battalion ar¬ 
rested three PLO infiltrators. So the PLO 
went one better, stole into the Irish camp 
at night when just about the whole unit 
was drunk and took half a dozen Irish 
soldiers hostage until their own buddies 
were released,” declared Major Hadat 
without humor. 

A more recent development while I was 
in South Lebanon occurred shortly after¬ 
wards. A Senegalese detachment appar¬ 
ently arrested six PLO terrorists who were 
making their way southwards towards 
Israel through the Senegalese UN sector. 
The local PLO commander reacted with 
alacrity. The following night he captured 
ah entire 30-man Senegalese patrol, strip¬ 
ped them of uniforms and weapons, and 
sent them back to their own lines naked in 
spite of temperatures in the mountains 
plummeting to 23 degrees Fahrenheit. 

“General Erskine complained volubly, 
but nothing was done about the inci¬ 
dent,” I was told later. Apparently Presi¬ 
dent Senghor of Senegal wanted to pull 
out his troops after seven of them had 
contracted pneumonia but he was re¬ 
strained from doing so by the Ghanaian 
ambassador in Dakar. Bad for the African 
image, it was argued. 

One of the interesting features of every 
one of the southern Lebanese strong- 
points I was able to visit was the extensive 
use of an Israeli-patented portable bomb 
shelter, a functional, highly-effective life 
saver. 

Capable of being towed by a heavy ve¬ 
hicle, these reinforced steel structures are 
built to take a direct hit from a mortar or 
artillery shell without harming those who 
have taken cover inside. Apart from burst 
eardrums, most survivors come out intact. 

The shelters are found everywhere that 
the Israelis have established their in¬ 


fluence and the consensus is general; there 
would be many more people dead without 
them. In most camps they have been 
adapted as bunkers in terrain as rocky and 
hard to dig in as it is bare. 

The system of southern Lebanese de¬ 
fense is complex; it has to be since there 
are almost 100,000 people facing annihila¬ 
tion at the hands of radical .Arab armies 
who take their cue from Moscow. Of 
these perhaps only a third are Christians. 

The balance is made up largely of right- 
wing Muslims who have thrown in their 
lot with Major Hadat, the Christian com¬ 
mander. His position, as a consequence of 
developments around Beirut, is now com¬ 
pletely autonomous of any other Leba¬ 
nese faction — if only for the sake of sur¬ 
vival. 

About 10 percent of the total figure 
south of the Litani River are Druze Arabs 
who owe their fealty to no one. At present 
their allegiance is with the controlling 
Christian force, but should Hadat and his 
followers be driven into exile into Israel, it 
could switch overnight. 

Militarily there is no doubt that Major 
Hadat’s command is in firm control of a 
tiny region not many times bigger than 
Manhattan Island. This stretches 120 
kilometers from the Mediterranean coast 
south of the Arab stronghold of Tyre to 
the Syrian border. At its narrowest point 
it is only four kilometers wide, where the 
Litani River swings closest to the Israeli 
frontier not far from Metulla. This area 
has seen huge PLO infiltration since the 
Israelis withdrew and left the United Na¬ 
tions to “guard the peace.” 

These United Nations forces — they 


call themselves UNIFIL or United Na¬ 
tions Interim Force in Lebanon — are 
strung out at irregular intervals between 
the two opposing armies. 

Yet, in spite of difficulties and a largely 
ineffectual UN peace-keeping force. Ma¬ 
jor Hadat’s forces are both well organized 
and disciplined. They have taken heavy 
losses in the past year but these have even¬ 
ed out over a period with PLO forces in¬ 
variably getting short shrift during any 
contact. 

In the words of an Israeli advisor at¬ 
tached to the staff of Major Hadat, the 
Lebanese forces caught in a pincer move¬ 
ment in the south have no real alternative 
than to “give better than they receive.” 

He explained: “To put it simply, the 
Christians and their friends are fighting a 
rearguard action with their rear secure.” 
He went on: “The Israeli role can be re¬ 
garded as that of a watchdog on a chain. 
But only we know how long is that chain. 

“Syrians would love to join with Pal¬ 
estinians and radical Arab elements in de¬ 
cimating this community in an Islamic 
J/had or holy war for most are passionate¬ 
ly anti-Christian in whatever form it is en¬ 
countered. But they know that we, the 
Jews, will not allow such an action and so 
they probe and provoke and hit at the de¬ 
fenseless. At the same time they are aware 
that they cannot go too far before definite 
Israeli reaction follows. 
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Wounded Arab is rushed through Good Fence at Metulla, enroute to Israeli hospital. This 
close working relationship, both military and economic, is overlooked by world media. 



“So they settle for hitting at civilian 
homes, burning arid maiming women and 
children. Brave soldiers those_” 

Israel’s role among the Christian forces 
is not defined. At present it is based large¬ 
ly on securing the northern Israeli border 
with patrols, fences, and some of the most 
imaginative booby traps yet devised. And 
still the PLO terrorists get through! 

Mr. Begin’s government also makes no 
secret of the fact that many Christian 
Arabs have been trained by his forces and 
this program continues, if only for the 
sake of preparing the southern Lebanese 
for survival should Israeli attention be 
distracted by something more dramatic 
elsewhere. 

The question of volunteers was raised. 
Ever cautious, the Israeli officers I spoke 
to were not enthusiastic, but then the 
average Israeli with some military service 
behind him is among the most xenophobic 
of people where security is concerned. 

Major Hadat was more positive. “Of 
course we can use volunteers; anyone with 
the Christian cause at heart who has 
something positive to offer in this terrible 
struggle will be welcome,” he told me. 

What money or incentive could he of¬ 
fer? “Nothing at all. There is not enough 
to keep the community properly fed and 
clothed, never mind still pay for voluri- 
teers,” said the enigmatic Major, 
although he hinted that individual chur¬ 
ches in the United States could help. 

He made it clear that Christian Arabs 
were not interested in mercenaries. “We 
have accepted volunteers in the past and 
will do so when it suits our purposes in the 
future. But that prerogative remains with 
us.” He suggested they write to him care 



Above: Israeli medical personnel attend to landmine victim, who lost right leg below knee to mishap. Right: casualty is carried to Israeli UH*1 
chopper for evacuation to rear area hospital. 
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“.Run the Bastards Down!” 

C.A.T.U. TRACKS TERRORISTS 

Rhodesia’s Civilian Tracking Unit 

by Jack Lott 


Oscar Wilde was right: “Nothing is so 
dangerous as being too modern. One is 
apt to become old-fashioned quite sud¬ 
denly!” Nowhere is this aphorism truer 
than with modern armies’ emphasis on 
advanced technology, making the planned 
obsolescence of Detroit sedate in com¬ 
parison. Today’s sophisticated weaponry 
is often as dead as a canned lobster before 
it gets into production, due to new 
“breakthroughs.” Overdependence on 
technology is the Achilles heel of the mod¬ 
ern military organization, now being suc¬ 
cessfully exploited by Marxist guerrilla 
forces throughout the “Third World.” 

Not only do armies of older industrial¬ 
ized nations suffer from over-mechaniza¬ 
tion and over-formalization, but so have 
such prestigious establishments as the 
South African Defense Force (Wennag) 
and the Rhodesian Army and the British 
South African Police of Rhodesia. It has 
taken nearly 10 years of a savage terrorist 
war to transform the Rhodesian Army 
from its former conventional British pat¬ 
tern to a superbly trained COIN force 
customized for fighting the terrorist 
cadres of Joshua Nkomo’s ZIPRA and 
Robert Mugabe’s ZANLA forces. This 
change involved an agonizing reappraisal 
of priorities in armament, techniques, and 
tactics, affecting all units, including 
Rhodesia’s small but superbly effective air 
force. 

Rhodesia is still prepared to deal with 
conventional forces such as Cubans or 
East Germans, but all her Security Forces 
are trained to fight the terrorist-guerrilla 
on his chosen ground. This adaptation of 
some of the world’s most civilized people 
to the primitive approaches demanded by 
the enemy, the black magandanga (ter¬ 
rorist), is Rhodesia’s military answer to 
the threat. 

Rhodesia had to adapt or go under, and 
unlike the dinosaur she chose survival. 
Fortunately, Rhodesia has a remarkable 
history of both frontier and conventional 
warfare, beginning not with the 1893 
Matabele War against Lobengula, chief of 
the Matabele conquest state established by 
his father, the great Mziligazi, but with 
the 1879 Zulu War and the 1880 First 
Anglo-Boer War, both in South Africa. 
Many of the principals of 1893, such as 
the great but ill-fated Major Allan Wilson 
and Commandant Pieter Raaf, were he¬ 


roes of those wars who brought their ex¬ 
perience to Rhodesia between 1890 and 
1893. Among these frontiersmen were a 
small but outstanding contingent of 
Americans, such as the great scout, 
Frederick Russell Burnham, who had 
learned his scouting while fighting 
Geronimo in Arizona. (See “First Yank 
SOF in Rhodesia,” SOF, May ’79.) 

In the 1893 war the Maxim machine gun 
made history at the battle of Imbembezi 
by breaking the charge of the Royal Im- 
bezu and Ingubo regiments of Lobengula. 
In 1896, the second Matabele rebellion 
caught the Rhodesians almost totally un¬ 
prepared since their entire police force’s 
white effectives had been captured, killed, 
or wounded by Paul Kruger’s Transvaal 
commandos, led by Gen. Piet Cronje at 
Doornkop, the result of the reckless 
gambling on a lightning victory by Dr. 
Leander Starr Jameson, Rhodesia’s ad¬ 
ministrator, when he attacked the Trans¬ 
vaal late in 1895. When the Matabele 
learned of this defeat, a rising was plann¬ 
ed. Ten percent of Matabeleland’s white 
population was murdered before a rapidly 
mustered volunteer force of mounted in¬ 
fantry, mostly consisting of farmer-miner- 
hunter types, could be raised to crush the 
rebellion. 



Warrant Officer Mark Sparrow, initiator of 
Civilian African Tracker Unit concept, 
wears beret of Selous Scouts. No longer an 
active Scout, Sparrow devotes his time to 
management of the Tracker Unit. 


Within a few months of this disaster, 
the fledgling nation reeled again from the 
rising of the Mashonas north and east of 
Matabeleland, and this too was met by 
these superb pioneers with a blend of 
regular and guerrilla tactics, establishing 
for the first time a Rhodesian tradition of 
military methods that saved Rhodesia 
then and is saving her today. 

Today, though the enemy fields Soviet 
SAM-7 (Strela) surface-to-air missiles, 
machine guns, RPG rocket launchers, 
mortars, assault rifles, and mines of the 
latest Soviet manufacture, Rhodesia sur¬ 
vives, bloodied but unbowed, through the 
use of “super-guerrillas” such as the 
Selous Scouts, who combine the white 
hunter’s bushcraft with traditional 
African tracking techniques, as well as the 
modern version of the 1896 mounted in¬ 
fantry-scouting unit, Grey’s Scouts. Con¬ 
trary to the comments of certain unin¬ 
formed journalists, Grey’s Scouts are not 
Rhodesia’s “cavalry” intended to sub for 
mechanized units due to a shortage of 
armored cars, thanks to sanctions. 

Rhodesia is well-equipped with mecha¬ 
nized units but mounted scouts are best to 
overtake terrorist guerrillas in rough ter¬ 
rain; they also carry more food, ammo, 
and equipment and are able to avoid 
roads with their not-infrequent mines. 

Since terrorists are mainly concentrated 

bush-veldt areas in Tribal Trust Lands, 
ationai parks, and game reserves, their 
pursuit requires abundant use of man’s 
oldest skill: tracking. Man was first a 
hunter, gatherer, and tracker having to 
approach game closely enough to kill it or 
to follow it when wounded, despite its 
superior speed and senses of sight, smell, 
and hearing. 

Fortunately, Rhodesia has an abundant 
supply of superb trackers among the 
African population, to whom game hunt¬ 
ing is still important as a means of 
sustenance, though illegal. Rhodesian 
whites include some of the finest hunters 
and trackers in the world, but their 
numbers are small, so the skills of native 
poachers have now become a national 
resource employed to combat Marxist ter¬ 
rorism. 

It was soon realized that the number of 
trackers available to units of the army, the 
BSAP Support Unit, and PATU (Police 
Anti-Terrorist Unit) was inadequate. 
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Many operations failed due simply to in¬ 
sufficient or poor tracking. Most trackers 
come from the most primitive tribes and 
their skill is often proportionate to their 
lack of education and dependence on sub- 
sistance agriculture. 

In Rhodesia, the members of the Shan- 
gaan tribe, a hunting and one-time fight¬ 
ing tribe whose main population is in 
Mozambique’s Gazaland, Rhodesia’s 
southeast low veldt and South Africa’s 
northeast Transvaal, have such tracking 
skills.‘The founder of the tribe, SoShan- 
gaan, gave it his name. He was a top Zulu 
general under Tshaka, founder of the 
Zulu kingdom. SoShangaan escaped the 
wrath of the terrible Tshaka by moving 
north into southern Mozambique, where 
other tribes, such as the Ndau, were ab¬ 
sorbed. Ever since, the Shangaan people 
have been famous for their hunting skills, 
especially with bow and arrow. Shangaan 
trackers and hunters are in great demand 
by whites who enjoy hunting and by pro¬ 
fessional hunters. They are often 
employed as farm labor solely to have 
their skills available when hunting season 
rolls around. Shangaans are also popular 
in the military and the police, because of 
their stalwart martial tradition and almost 
arrogant martial spirit. 

However, the supply of Shangaan and 
other tribal trackers available to the army 
and police could not equal the demand, 
because most of those possessing such 
skills were illiterate, and therefore un¬ 
qualified for recruitment. Some were too 
“old” at 50 although lean as panthers and 
in the prime of their physical and mental 
faculties. Sooner or later such a valuable, 
if primitive, resource had to be tapped. 

It all. began in Rhodesia’s southeast 
low veldt, near the Mozambique border, a 
land of big game and huge cattle ranches. 
One of these hunter-ranchers, Mark Spar¬ 
row, himself a Selous Scout and profes¬ 
sional hunter and rancher, conceived the 
idea of a civilian African tracker unit after 
numerous anti-terrorist actions in which 
he had participated. Sparrow had done his 
National Service between 1965 and 1975, 
originally as a member of the 10th Bat¬ 
talion of the Rhodesia Regiment of Ter¬ 
ritorials. The 30-year-old Sparrow, born 
in the low veldt, grew up among the 
Shangaans as did his brothers, Laurie and 
Norman, who, like their father Ray, are 
hunters as well as experts on Shangaan 
customs and fluent in their language. 

The raising of the Civilian African 
Tracker Unit was mounted early in 1977 
with the backing of Lt. Col. Henry Dunn, 
commanding officer of the 8th Battalion, 
Rhodesia Regiment, who put the concept 
to Lt. Gen. Peter Walls, commander. 
Combined Operations. Wells bought it. 
Due to normal military selection criteria, 
this treasure trove of skills had previously 
been denied to the army. Sparrow person¬ 
ally knew enough Shangaan trackers to 
form a unit nucleus. 


Warrant Officer Sparrow briefs some of his trackers. Because of the primitive, voluntary 
nature of their service, strict military regimentation is not part of tracker training or opera¬ 
tions. 


Although tracking is not taught to any 
Africans recruited, if the candidate is a 
natural tracker, his tracking skills are 
joined to military tactics, and basic 
military training is given to assist his 
military service environment when attach¬ 
ed to regular units of the army and Ter¬ 
ritorials. Each qualified tracker is selected 
from applicants by putting him through 
various tests by master trackers, who use 
every subterfuge to foil his best efforts by 
clever anti-tracking methods. First he 
tracks game and then humans, first with, 
and then without, boots on his “prey.” 
The pseudo-“terr” employs such anti¬ 
tracking devices as walking backwards or 
walking on stones, both on land and 
across streams. Walking on stones in a 
river bed and crossing some distance from 


one’s original arrival point foils all but the 
top trackers — but not the African unit 
tracker recruited. Although top trackers 
may be temporarily slowed by such 
methods, they will eventually pick up the 
spoor. 

The preamble to the Tracker Unit precis 
is worth repeating: 

“Civilian African Tracker Unit is a Ter¬ 
ritorial Force Unit which has been formed 
primarily to promote and utilize more of 
the inherent tracking potential so abun¬ 
dant in our many Tribal Trust Lands. 
These men are unsophisticated and would 
normally not avail themselves for Army 
conscription, but they are quite prepared 
to offer their services on a professional 
territorial force basis if along uncom¬ 
plicated lines. 


Speaking in their Ndau language, Sparrow discusses plans for follow-up exercise near Mozam¬ 
bique border with Shangaan tracker stick. 
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“Run the Bastards Down!” 



A C.A.T.U. reaction stick and tHeir 
Shangaan trackers await briefing 
prior to 360 degree sweep of area 
where muiibas (suspected terrs or 
sympathizers) were sighted. Sec¬ 
ond trooper from left carries cut- 
down RPD. 


Warrant Officer Mark Sparrow, right, 
briefs tracker stick while his father 
Ray looks on with a pair of Irish 
Wolfhounds, part of his personal 
security force. 
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Armed with FNs and MAG machine gun, a Shangaan tracker stick 
prepares to follow terr spoor near Mozambique border. 



Though Tracker Unit personnel are drawn from several tribes, sticks are composed of men 
from the same tribal stock to avoid possible friction. 


Order is maintained withiri residential com¬ 
pounds by a single military policeman. 
Though armed with only a nightstick, he is an 
effective peace officer main breaches of 
camp discipline usually stem from brewing 
and drinking of native beer. 
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Top: Nearly completed dugout constructed In Tracker Unit residential compound for protec¬ 
tion from mortar attacks. Bottom: Final touches are put on the dugout. When finished, struc¬ 
ture will protect against ail but heaviest direct hits. 



“Generally speaking, the primitive 
African has a natural instinct for tracking 
and is either a born hunter or has spent 
most of his life herding and tracking down 
livestock. This instinct has, however, got 
to be motivated and then married to com¬ 
mon military tactics, and it is with this aim 
in mind that this unit has carefully formu¬ 
lated ways and means of promoting this 
important auxilliary of the Security 
Forces. Having said this, it cannot be em¬ 
phasized enough that we should both un¬ 
derstand and appreciate the primitive. 
Voluntary nature of his service when deal¬ 
ing with .him, and it is essential that We do 
not overwhelm him with sophisticated 
military regimentation, 

“The tracker retains civilian status dur¬ 
ing service but is required to complete 
terms of service unless found Unsuitable 
when he is returned to base. Trackers are 
under full Army regulations while on duty 
and carry an identity card which has a col- 
umh on back for cash advances which are 
held to $2 per week. Trackers do not ex¬ 
pect special food on service but if avail¬ 
able his traditional diet is utilized. The 
men are drawn from various tribes, and 
full sticks (six men) are made up of one 
tribal stock to avoid friction. Such sticks 
are employed ohly in areas of different 
tribal stock than their own to insure their 
affiliation doesn’t dampen their zeal. 
Such trackers work harder to insure de¬ 
feat of terrorists of other tribal affiliation 
and will be more difficult to compromise 
by identification. At any stage extreme 
cafe must be maintained to avoid com¬ 
promising identity since this would cause 
•removal from duty and risk that the 
supreme price of being termed a ‘sell-out’ 
would be a fatal consequence.” 

Incentive bonuses are offered in addi¬ 
tion to their normal high pay which must 
remain confidential. Bonuses are paid for 
confirmed terrorist (Charley Tangos) kills 
as a direct result of tracker’s follow-up 
and for outstanding performance, e.g. ex¬ 
ceptional follow-up, in which, despite the 
tracker’s skill, the exercise resulted in no 
C.T. kills, contact or discovery of arms 
caches. Reports are filled out by the con¬ 
troller who assesses the tracker’s perform¬ 
ance at end of camp. These are analyzed 
by the Unit Commander and a payout is 
made on this basis according to govern¬ 
ment scale. 

Tracker sticks number from six at full 
strength, to four with a stick leader, and 
under him a second in command. No rank 
structure exists in unit but the stick leader 
and his No. 2 are given corporal stripes. 
Trackers are normally used on three-day 
patrols to insure that one section of the 
team is at base at all times, rested, ready, 
and alert, so as to react instantly in 
emergencies. Since their main function is 
to follow and locate spoor, these men are 
not strongly trained or depended upon for 
combat or general soldiering, and once 
their efforts result in a contact they nor¬ 


mally fade into the background. How¬ 
ever, these men, during their service, have 
become outstanding fighting men in many 
cases, with outstanding successes during 
contacts with Charley Tangos. 

1 wo sections of three trackers each can 
be used with one European (white) serv¬ 
iceman as controller attached to each sec¬ 
tion, In this case, one tracker follows 
spoor and the others flank hint for his 
protection and to cut for lost spoor. Three 
groups of two trackers each can be used 
with two European servicemen attached 
to each section. In such cases, one while is 
controller and the other assists in a flank¬ 
ing role. 


These European controllers are men 
with close knowledge of both the bush 
and the African, his language, and 
customs. This vitally necessary close com¬ 
munication keeps efficiency from being 
lost, in addition, the controller must stay 
with his team so the trackers get to know, 
respect, and understand him. Trackers are 
also not employed for guard duty or 
“shotgun riding” except in extreme 
emergencies. Trackers are sometimes used 
in the role of interrogator after capture of 
suspected mujibas (terrorist sympathizers 
or collaborators) or terrs, but controllers 
must keep a,good grip on them to prevent 
cruelty or heavy-handedness caused by 
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tribal instincts. Trackers can also be used 
for clandestine purposes in tribal lands 
other than their own, if they volunteer 
and are given adequate protection from 
compromise and retribution, 

Corttrollers must have the trackers’ full 
confidence and feel free to discuss prob¬ 
lems with them, whether personal or mili¬ 
tary in nature, to preclude an information 
gap. Likewise the controller should be 
aware of the primitive nature of his men 
and have their security and welfare first in 
his mind. He must insure that backup is 
available when contact is made and that 
trackers must not be used as “feelers” nor 
be allowed to wander off alone without 
support when a large 360 degrees is called 
for. Trackers quickly detect any falling 
back of protection units and this causes 
them to lose momentum on follow-ups. 
After a patrol, contact, or stand-down, 
the controller checks all weapons for safe¬ 
ty to avoid accidents or compromises. 

During a contact, the controller keeps a 
close check on his men so as to fade them 
out of the scene quickly. He insures that 
trackers are not used as general fire and 
movement forces since their training is not 
intense in this area and it subjects them to 
more risks than necessary, both of which 
could cost valuable trackers or lost Char¬ 
ley Tangos. 

Endurance tracking, consisting of as 
much as 50 Ks in two days, brings bonus¬ 
es, as does a foray into enemy territory or 
base camps. The tracker has an eye for 
camouflaged base camps, arms caches, 
etc., plus ability to detect abnormal de¬ 
meanor of locals, which may indicate ten¬ 
sion due to terr presence. 

The following examples show the qual¬ 
ity of Tracker Unit performance and the 
consequences of ignoring it. After a store 
in a Tribal Trust Land had been burnt by 
terrs, the tracker stick took the trail at 
first light. It led into a wild bush area 
where a stolen grain bag was seen. The 
trackers warned a white trooper that it 
was suspicious, but the trooper failed to 
heed the warning and was blown to bits 
when he lifted the bag which was booby 
trapped. 

A single tracker in the Northeast Opera¬ 
tional area (Operation Hurricane) follow¬ 
ed spoof from a recently planted TM 46 
land mine 46 Ks to the Mozambique 
border which the terrs crossed. Although 
the terrs escaped, the tracker’s ability 
resulted in the discovery of an arms cache 
with data and other materials. 

In another case, a European male was 
abducted by terrs, who also broke into a 
store and robbed a native beer hall. The 
European was stopped on a bush road in 
his car with his wife and child, who were 
released. The terrs then took the trail, 
perhaps hoping to gain security by use of 
a hostage. At dawn a large reaction force, 
including helicopters and two trackers, 
took the trail towards Mozambique. 
When the spoor finally petered out 


around 4 p.m., the terrorists had split into 
two groups, and the trackers had to decide 
which was the correct trail. At last light, 
they made contact, killing one Charley 
Tango. They continued the pursuit along 
a natural line of flight in the dark, spend¬ 
ing several hours in the vicinity and finally 
hearing conversation, confirming the 
presence of terrs. One tracker in the fore¬ 
front confronted a group of terrs and 
fired his FN, killing two magandanga. 
This hero was William, a cheery, confi¬ 
dent Shangaan who regards his work 
more as sport than anything else. Al¬ 
though most of this terr group was round¬ 
ed up in a series of follow-ups, tragically 
the hostage was murdered. 

These Shangaan, Mashona, and Mata- 
bele trackers all live in a protected com¬ 
pound surrounded by high wire security 
fencing topped by barbed wire. Their 
village’s layout is traditional with good- 
quality, beehive-thatched huts and such 
amenities as a recreation hall, toilet and 
bathing facilities. Their families live with 
the trackers, enjoying a pleasant tradi¬ 
tional environment, the only way they can 
relate to military life. A military 
policeman (Mporovoro) keeps order with 
a stern demeanor and a night stick. 

In late 1978, I twice took part in a small 
way with follow-up operations in which 
elements of the Tracker Unit were used 
near Mozambique. One was on the trail of 
a group of two mujibas who had ap¬ 
proached native women and asked'ques¬ 
tions about white strength in the area and 
certain directions to a river. Both were 
unarmed, in their late teens and carried 
plastic sacks of food: typical mujibas or 
terrorist scouts, there to gather in¬ 
telligence prior to an incursion. The 
women reported that they liaised with a 
hidden group of some 20 nearby, but the 
follow-up failed to support this and the 
spoor of the mujibas led into a nearby 
Tribal Trust Land where it was obliterated 
by cattle spoor. 

A second operation involved the theft 
of white-owned cattle driven through a 
national park towards Mozambique. We 
followed through the park, a howling 
wilderness of elephants, buffalo, lion, and 
antelope of all species. The terrs had a 
12-hour head start and after retrieving 30 
head out of 50 cattle, we left the final 
tracking to a stick of four who reported 
the trail led through a T.T.L., then cross¬ 
ed into Mozambique. The cattle would 
help stave off Mozambique’s widespread 
food shortage, caused by a return of 
Tsetse fly and wholesale destruction of 
private agriculture since the departure of 
the Portuguese — this despite more than 
80 percent of all Mozambique’s privately 
owned land being black-owned since 
1974. 

1 have seen enough to convince me that 
the Civilian African Tracker Unit is 
superior to anything the terrs possess, and 


indeed is one of Rhodesia’s most effective 
“secret weapons.” 



Dwellings within the compound are con¬ 
structed and arranged along traditional 
lines, in order to provide pleasant, familiar 
surroundings for trackers and their 
families. 
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COMBATTRACKING TECHNIQUES 


How To Track Your Enemy 


by Capt. John Early 



Sweat stings tired, dust-filled eyes» 
Adrenaline throbs like an electric river 
through your body as you search the near¬ 
by bush. Every nerve feels for the eneniy 
you know is there — somewhere. 

Your unit has been ambushed and the 
guerrillas have broken contact and fled. 
At least, that’s what you think. If your 
unit is lucky or well-trained or both, you 
may have few or no casualties and your 
blood is up to get the bastards. 

The problem: how to track your enemy. 

Today’s mercenary soldier is usually the 
product of NATO-styled, technologically- 
oriented armies and as such has had little 
experience in tracking people. He is usual¬ 
ly a foreigner, brought in to stabilize a 
desperate situation or to bail out some 
well-heeled bigwig, and is operating on 
strange terrain, under difficult conditions 
with marginal troops. 

Perhajps you should think back to a few 
months earlier v^^hen you first began this 
operation and let’s assume you are ope¬ 
rating on a fairly long-term contract. 

Your first concern is the terrain. You 
can’t, track in it, if you don’t have a 
rudimentary knowledge of the lay of the 
land. Prior to operating in the area, you 
should. Ideally, have spent a few days ac¬ 
climating your troops, if they are riot local 
boys. During this period, thorough map 
studies with available maps, air photos, 
and even touring guides can be helpful. 
Extract detailed briefings from the local 
police, military officials, and population. 
Talk to local farmers, natives, anyone 
who has been in the area in which you will 
be operating. 

Your equipment should be organized 
during this period as well, and any 
remedial training necessary conducted. 
Pay special attention to camouflage. Se¬ 
cure all your gear, discard the inessentials, 
and inspect the troops for the same. Carry 
food, water, and ammunition and go as 
light as possible. Some trackers dress like 


the enemy and use captured weapons, n / ^ 

This is helpful if you are tracking outside f 
your own country and into enemy-domi¬ 
nated countries. 

Exercise caution. A large number of 
people, dressed in the correct uniform, 
have been shot in error by their own 
troops. Weigh the pros and cons careful¬ 
ly. Also try to learn as much about native 
fieldcraft as possible. How do they use the 
terrain to survive? Where do they get food 
and water, and what do they use for expe¬ 
dient tools and weapons? 

Study all information oh local weather. 

It will have a definite effect on your 
operations and hence your tracking. By 
enlisting the natives, if possible, to teach 
you about local vegetation, you will gain 
excellent survival information which may 
help you make decisions as to enemy 
movements. If he is far from his supply 
bases, he will attempt to live off the land 
to sustain or even expand his operations, 
especially if native assistance is denied 
him. 

However, do not assume that the enemy 
is an excellent bushman just because he is 
indigenous to that continent. In Rhodesia, 

Angola, and Mozambique, terrorists have 
been found wandering, lost and starving, 
because they were also strangers. 

My tracking instructor in Selous Scouts 
once related that he could track and live 
most anywhere but that his effectiveness 
would be greatly reduced outside his 
native area and consequently his con¬ 
fidence in his ability would suffer. And he 
was considered to be the best tracker in 
Rhodesia. If you know the ground and are 
comfortable in it, you already have a 30 
percent edge on the enemy. 

Also, during your terrain study, note 
native customs and attempt to learn some 
of the language and folklore. This takes 
time and effort and on short-term jobs 
will be nearly impossible, but if you have 
the time, it will pay big dividends. It may 


give you the necessary edge to come out of 
the next contact as the “champ” rather 
than the “chump.” 

Glean as much information as possible 
about animal wildlife in the area. It will be 
invaluable in tracking and if your next 
supply column is ambushed or the 
quartermaster sells it and retires to the 
south of France you can still feed your 
troops. 

KNOW THE ENEMY 

Secondly, know your enemy. The better 
you understand him, his motives, aspira¬ 
tions, traits, habits, tactics, and attitudes, 
the greater your tactical edge on him. As a 
result, you will be able to run him to 
ground sooner. Once you understand the 
enemy, your task will become much eas¬ 
ier. 

If possible, keep notes on tactics 
employed against your unit and other 
police and para-military groups. Look for 
patterns of the enemy in general and 
specific commanders in particular. Watch 
his standard operating procedures and 
record his responses to your tactics. In¬ 
telligence is usually extremely limited to a 
mercenary, so be your own S-2. Absorb 
every piece of information available to 
you. 
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Now that you have some idea as to the 
enemy and the situation, you may in¬ 
vestigate the feasibility of using native 
trackers. Seek out local authorities as to 
who the headman, local chief or Kraal 
head is and his location. Then with one of 
the officials, who is known to the chief, 
approach him for the assistance of the 
most reliable, efficient trackers in the 
area. You may have difficulty since he 
may be in sympathy with the guerrillas or 
just plain scared. Allay his fears if possi¬ 
ble, and be prepared to offer top wages 
and protection for the trackers and their 
families. This is the only way to assure 
some semblance of loyalty. Investigate 
any native male of military age who might 
be seeking revenge against the terrorists. 
Use this to your advantage. 

When dealing with native troops, be 
firm, fair, and honest. Be friendly but not 
familiar and treat them with respect and 
accord them the dignity due their station 
in the tribe. Treat them well but not 
lavishly. Make sure they understand ex¬ 
actly what is expected of them and guide 
them adequately in the field. Never as¬ 
sume anything and always be decisive. 
Never promise them anything unless you 
can deliver immediately and never lie to 
them. In many situations only mutual 
trust and respect will keep them loyal to 
you. 

Once you have employed your trackers, 
you may be puzzled as to how to gauge 
their effectiveness. Probably the most 
positive way is to see how often they track 
into contact. If they are constantly being 
fired on first, then your troops are only 
marginal types. Good trackers will be able 
to tell how far ahead the enemy is and 
alert you to this fact so you can request air 
cover or more follow-up troops to rein¬ 
force your patrol. 

One of the premier trackers in Rho¬ 
desia, an African NCO in Selous Scouts, 
has personally tracked into and killed 
80-plus terrorists since the war began. 
What is even more remarkable and clearly 
demonstrates his prowess is the fact that 
he has tracked and located twice that 
number of terrorists without the enemy 
realizing his presence until the follow-up 
troops attacked. He is so valuable that he 
is now responsible for training tracking 
personnel for the entire Rhodesian Army 
and is only called out when specific ter¬ 
rorist commanders are suspected of 
operating in the area. 

This article has been written to help you 
if you wish to become a better tracker or 
to know enough to properly employ and 
command tracking teams. This knowledge 
will not make you a tracker: Only prac¬ 
tice, practice, and more practice, under 
expert supervision, will do that. 

HOW TO TRACK 

Now, for the most important aspect: 
How to track. First, psychologically and 
physically prepare for the hunt. You 


should be in good physical condition with 
excellent reserves of stamina, alert, rea¬ 
sonably well fed and above all confident 
in yourself and your men. You may be 
forced to travel for days under adverse 
conditions, without food and with little 
water, at a fast pace and under tremen¬ 
dous mental stress. Tracking requires in¬ 
tense concentration, stamina and an eye 
for detail. 

Secondly, you must know what to look 
for when reading spoor (tracks). When 
you begin tracking, try spooring large 
groups in easy terrain for short distances. 
Usually soft ground with knee-high grass 
is best. Send out three or four people with 
instructions to walk for about five to I() 
minutes, depending on the bush growth, 
and then rest until you find them. Your 
attention span at first will be short and 
you will tend to discourage quickly. You 
will lose the spoor often, but don’t worry. 
No-6ne is a born bushmaii. Be patient and 
concentrate on the spoor. As you become 
more aware of what to look for, the legs 
of spoor can be lengthened until your 
spoor layers are given a 30-minute head 
start. This can be extended to hours until 
they are laying spoor in the morning and 
you are tracking later in the day. 

As you are tracking, look for evidence 
of disturbed grass; bent blades will reveal 
the direction of travel. The top of the 
grass will point in the direction the person 
is walking. If the enemy has passed 
through after sunrise the dew will be 
disturbed and a faint darkened area will 
reveal his trail. Watch for broken spider 
webs or cobwebs. When examining spoor 
always keep yoiir head slightly up and 
look 15 to 20 yards ahead of you. It will 
enable you to see the spoor better, deter¬ 
mine the direction of movement, and keep 
alert for likely ambush areas. If the ter¬ 
rorist knows or suspects he is being 
followed, he will try to set you up. 

Be alert, patient, and careful. Watch 
for rocks that have been overturned. The 
dark side will be up or you will see the im¬ 
pression on the ground where it once rest¬ 
ed. Although mid-day heat will dry the 
rock quickly, it tells you the terrorist is 
only hours ahead of you. If you find it in 
the morning, then he has been moving 
prior to sunrise. The darker and wetter the 
rock, the closer your quarry. 

Much of tracking means noting what is 
out of context in nature and realizing the 
cause. Move from sign to sign and always 
be sure of your last confirmed sign before 
you move on to the next. There are, of 
course, the obvious: footprints in the mud 
near Streams and water holes and along 
sandy rivers; leaves on plants that have 
been broken, knocked off, or turned so 
that the light underside contrasts with the 
surroundings; scuffed tree bark or mud 
scraped from passing boots and the im¬ 
pression of rifle butts being used as crut¬ 
ches or canes up steep slopes. Of course, 
there is the old favorite, blood on the 


vegetation and trail. 

Watch for discarded ration packages, 
food tins, and even dropped or discarded 
documents. U.S. troops in Vietnarri were 
easily tracked, not by recently cut jungle 
foliage but by their inevitable trail of 
Kool-Aid packages. Once you have identi¬ 
fied the spoor, try to identify the type of 
foot gear. Often different guerrilla groups 
wear different type boots. Terrorists in 
Rhodesia have been killed and captured 
carrying two or three types of shoes and 
wearing two or three shirts and pants, at 
the same tinie! Make sure the print is not 
one of your own people or security forces 
and keep a record of the different type 
prints you encounter. Plaster impressions, 
drawings, photos or even a copy of the 
soles themselves should be on record with 
local intelligence people. The Rhodesians 
and South Africans make copies of all ter¬ 
rorist footwear and distribute these draw¬ 
ings to the local population. Village po¬ 
lice, hunters, and farmers walking in the 
bush have often discovered the trail of ter¬ 
rorist gangs who have crossed from Zam¬ 
bia or Mozambique and have alerted the 
security forces. 

The depth and space of the tracks will 
also tell you something about your foe. 
Women take smaller steps, as do heavily 
laden men. People running will leave 
more space between tracks and men walk¬ 
ing in each other’s tracks will niake deeper 
impressions. Also, they will cause the 
edges of the tracks to be less distinct. Drag 
marks could indicate wounded. Once you 
have identified your particular track, 
follow it even if the group splits. 
Sometimes guerrillas will split up or 
bombshell, until you are left following 
one set of tracks. 

TRACKING TEAMS 

If you have the personnel, you can as¬ 
sign tracking teams to each set of tracks. 
If not, pick one and run him to ground, 
then pick another. Try to stay with the 
main body, if possible. You may get lucky 
and nail the commander or political of¬ 
ficer or you may end up following the 
spoor to the RV point where you can am¬ 
bush the entire gang. 

Sunlight will also have some effect on 
reading spoor. If you are tracking into the 
sun and are experiencing difficulty in see¬ 
ing the sign, look back over your shoulder 
every few yards to confirm yoiir spoor. 
Never walk on your spoor and caution the 
follow-up troops behind you also to walk 
to one side of the tracks. 

If you lose the spoor, it is imperative 
that you go back to the last positive sign, 
confirm it, and then begin a,search pat¬ 
tern to relocate the tracks. Watch for the 
absence of insects or wildlife. Most wild 
creatures are shy of man and will seek 
shelter if he has been in the area. Birds are 
great indicators of men as are baboon, im- 
pala, arid many types of deer. Listen for 
animals snorting or running and note the 
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direction. Something is there. 

If you lose the trail, there are a number 
of search patterns used to relocate spoor, 
The most common are the cross grain, the 
box search and the 360-degree sweep. Go 
back to the last positive spoor and mark 
it. Then look up to about 25 to 30 meters 
in front of you and sweep from center to 
left out about to 45 degrees and then 
sweep back to center. Repeat the process 
to the right, each time coming back to 
your feet and the last confirmed spoor. 
Look carefully and slowly and most times 
you will pick up the spoor again. 

If not, brief the troop commander to 
alert his men to the fact that your trackers 
will be circling to the front and flanks and 
possibly to the rear. 

CROSS GRAIN METHOD 

To use the cross grain method the track¬ 
er moves laterally from the spoor either 
left or right about 100 meters and then 
doubles back toward his original line of 
march. Each time he turns, the tracker 
should advance about 50 to 75 meters for¬ 
ward before doubling back. (See the ac¬ 
companying diagram.) 

If you have moved approximately 500 
meters ahead of the last spoor and still 
cannot find the tracks, resort to the 
360-degree method, gradually expanding 
your circle until you find your spoor. 

360-DEGREE METHOD 

In the 360-degree method, the tracker 
makes ever increasing circles from his last 
confirmed tracks back to his point of 
origin. When you lose spoor, be patient 
and keep looking. Some trackers have 
been known to circle as far as five 
kilometers from the last confirmed spoor 
until they cut the trail of their prey. (See 
accompanying diagram.) 

BOX METHOD 

Sometimes used is the box method of 
search in which each half of the area is 
boxed off and examined on the two sides 
of the spoor. This time-consuming 
method is confusing and is not frequently 
used today. (See accompaning diagram.) 

Another important point is to deter¬ 
mine the age of the spoor and the number 
of personnel involved. To determine age, 
note the way in which vegetation is dis¬ 
turbed. Grass blades will remain green for 
about a day after being broken. Prints in 
mud will usually take about an hour to fill 
with water, depending on the amount of 
moisture in the earth. Disturbed dew 
drops on grass and plants will indicate 
passage of something within the last few 
hours. Dew usually stays on for about 
four hours after sunrise. Overturned 
rocks take a couple of hours to dry in 
direct sun. Cobwebs and spider webs 
usually take about an hour to be replaced 
by the insects. 

Rain can also be used to your advantage 
to indicate age of spoor. If you know the 
last time it rained in the area, you can tell 
how old tracks are. Animal prints super¬ 





imposed on the spoor will tell you that the 
spoor was made prior to nightfall, since 
most animals move at night. The reverse is 
applicable. If you see the spoor on the 
animal prints, the spoor was made some¬ 
time after sunrise. 

Broken twigs and vines are also good 
gauges of time since it requires about 10 
hours for the pulp inside to begin to turn 
brown. If you discover a resting area, 
check the campfire’s heat. Look for 
cigarette butts, ration tins, documents, 
letters, or diaries. If your terrorist is com¬ 
munist oriented, he will usually be carry¬ 
ing a diary. Look for human feces near 
the camp. Interrogate all the locals you 
meet. They may be hiding the guerrillas, 
feeding them, or know where they are 
camped. The trail itself can be used to tell 
age. If it is erratic or circuitous, your 
enemy may be walking in the dark. 

U.S. RANGER 
AND AFRICAN COUNTS 

The second most important factor is the 
number of people you are tracking. There 
are two methods 1 have seen used. The 
first is taught to Special Forces and 
Ranger graduates and is used by the U.S. 
Army; the other is popular with Rhode¬ 
sian and South African Defense Forces. 
In the U.S. method, take the length of an 
average pace and measure it on the 
ground next to the tracks. Now lay out a 
space about 18 inches wide across the 
tracks so that the prints are enclosed in a 
box that is 36 inches by 18 inches. Count 
all the whole and partial prints in this box 
and then divide by a constant of two. If 
you count 10 prints inside the box, your 
answer is five people. 

The Rhodesian method uses the length 
of the FN rifle or G-3 rifle and the same 18 
inch width. Using this method, count only 
the whole prints you see inside the box. If 
the answer is four or less, that is what you 
report to the team leader or headquarters. 
If the answer is five prints, then add two 
to the number and report that number. If 
you read six, add two and report eight. 
This is a safety factor that seems to be 
right most of the time. 

Should you discover a resting place, 
count the places on' the ground and no 
matter what the number, add two and 
report that number. Should you be oper¬ 
ating more conventionally, call in periodic 
tracking reports to your headquarters. 
These can be plotted on a map and a 
general pattern determined. It will also 
allow different terrorist groups to be plot¬ 
ted together to determine if this is some 
sort of coordinated action. It will also 
establish what routes are being used to 
funnel enemy troops into and out of the 
area. 

A sample of a tracking report might fol¬ 
low the following format. Use the code 
word NDAT. First give your location us¬ 
ing the standard military grid system. The 
“N” is the number you believe to be in the 
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enemy unit as determined by your print 
count. “D” is the general direction of 
spoor expressed by magnetic bearing. 
“A” is age of spoor, if possible. And “T” 
equals type of spoor followed, boots, 
shoes, bare feet, etc. 

TRACKING TEAMS 
Next, let’s discuss tracking team as¬ 
signments and duties. First, the team 
leader: He is responsible for the control of 
the team and all follow-up troops until the 
time of contact, when control of the 
follow-up units reverts to the ground com¬ 
mander. Once the trackers have found the 
enemy, conventional tactics can be used to 
close with and kill him. The team leader 
relays information to the CO follow-up 
troops and the next higher headquarters. 
He is responsible for briefing the troops in 
the team operation and what duties he will 
expect of the ground follow-up unit. On 
contact, he extracts the team, if possible, 
and allows the infantry to engage the 
enemy. Trackers are too valuable to risk 
in a fire fight and should not engage 
unless there is a serious manpower short¬ 
age. He is also the tail gunner, if the team 
is working alone. 

The tracker: He is responsible for read¬ 
ing the spoor and interpreting it to the 
team leader. 

The flankers: These two men, who are 
also trained trackers, are responsible for 
the forward and flank security of the 
tracker. As the tracker becomes fatigued, 
they rotate duties with him so that all the 
trackers remain fresh and alert. The team 
leader does not pull tracker or flanker 
duty. The flanker’s function is most im¬ 
portant; he will probably see and engage 
the enemy first. He must be alert and 
ready for instant action. 

Follow-up troops: These men are under 
the control of the team leader until con¬ 
tact is made or the enemy pointed out to 
the CO of the follow-up unit. Follow-up 
troops should be in close proximity to the 
trackers, although reinforcements can be 
vehicle or airborne and on call. 

RULES 

Now for general rules concerning track¬ 
ing teams: 

1. All members of the tracking team 
should be trained, experienced 
trackers. 

2. Four men seems to be the best num¬ 
ber for team size. 

3. If possible, never separate a team 
once formed. Teamwork saves lives 
and gets results. 

4. Get the trackers on the spoor as 
soon as possible. 

5. Once the tracking team commander 
is on the ground, be he private, lance 
corporal or general, he is in charge. 
More tracking scenes have been blown 
by operations-room signal officers 
and helicopter pilots with Napoleon 
complexes than I can count. Until 
contact with the enemy is made or 


spoor is lost, the team leader is boss! 
If this rule cannot be adhered to, have 
no qualms about packing up and go¬ 
ing home. 

6. Rotate tracker and flanker often. 
Tracking requires exacting concentra¬ 
tion and the pressure is terrific. The 
team leader should watch for these 
signs always. 

7. When operating, use hand signals 
at all times. If you must confer, take 
cover and whisper. You can devise 
your own signals but use the same 
ones consistently. 

8. Rest your teams as often as possi¬ 
ble. Once on the spoor, they may be 
forced to travel for days. Tired people 
make mistakes. 

9. If a general pattern is discernible by 
the intel chaps, you may wish to try to 
leap-frog to get ahead of the guer¬ 
rillas. While one team is tracking, 
have another check a few kilometers 
ahead for the same spoor. If found, 
up-lift your team and continue the 
trail there. Use this technique careful¬ 
ly and don’t try to hurry. 

10. If you have the teams, you can 
saturate the area being tracked. This 
requires very careful coordination. 

Just about all standard infantry tactics 

apply to tracking teams with the exception 
of the crossing of obstacles such as rivers, 
streams, roads, trails, or rail lines. Instead 
of the flankers crossing to recon the other 

Diagram 4 


side and then calling the rest of the unit 
over, the team, after carefully observing 
the far side, crosses together under the 
cover of the follow-up troops. This is 
done to keep any spoor on the other side 
intact and undisturbed. The risk imposed 
upon the team by use of this tactic is less 
important than staying on the tracks of 
what could prove to be an important guer¬ 
rilla leader. 

FORMATIONS 

The standard tracking formation is Y 
shaped, with the flankers forming the 
open legs of the Y and the tracker at the 
junction, with the team leader directly 
behind him. The team leader remains 
about five meters behind the tracker, and 
the flankers remain forward of the tracker 
and to the side as much as terrain and 
vegetation will allow. (See diagram 4.) 

Continued on page 78 
Diagram 5 
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TURN A FEW GOOD BOYS 
INTO A FEW GOOD MEN 

SOF Staff Visits Marine Miiitary Academy 

by N.E. MacDougald 



Cadets run MMA obstacle course. Rigorous physical training is continuous. Cadets are not 
juvenile delinquents or problem children, in fact, MMA has a waiting list 


Cleanheaded strac young men in starch¬ 
ed and parched utilities march by in tight 
formation. A cadet in the reiar breaks 
rank; is scolded by ait ever-present D.l. 
and giveh 15 pushups, which the youth 
counts out loud and clear, It*s difficult to 
tell whether the lads are all closely shaved 
or are tod young for whiskers. As some¬ 
one who attended a military school over 
20 years ago, I viewed the scene with 
special interest. I was impressed. Impress¬ 
ed enough to find out more about this 
small private school located next to Con¬ 
federate Air Force HQ, Harlingen, Texas 
(see March ’79 SOF). 

Public affairs director Tom SegeU re¬ 
tired Marine master gunnery sergeant, 
loves his job. He never Came right out and 
said it: he didn’t have to. Most PR types 
can be spotted from a distance by their en¬ 
ergetic hype, but Segel didn’t try to sell 
MMA, he was simply so damn proud of it 
that he bragged like a new father. 

Conceived in 1962 by a group of former 
and retired Marines, MMA was founded 
in September 1965. From that first class of 
58 young men (not boys), MMA has bur¬ 
geoned to a present class of 327. Its 
founders wanted MMA to be “a living 
memorial to the U.S. Marine Corps and 
to the Marines who have fought and died 
in its service.” 1 think they accomplished 
their mission, and then some. 

MMA’s philosophy emphasizes funda¬ 
mental education: a no-frills approach. 
Trendy subjects that prevail in some 
public schools, such as science fiction lA 
Or sek education, are scoffed at by MMA. 
Leadership, discipline, honesty, honor, 
enterprise, and patriotism are taught and 
rewarded daily. 

Discipline, a by-word, abounds. While 
walking about the 142-acre campus, one 
can almost always find a cadet shouting 
out pushups. Although corporal punish¬ 
ment is forbidden, a drill instructor (all of 
whom are retired Marine DIs) barking two 
inches from a cadet’s face usually gets the 
point across. And if the cadet can’t or 
won’t adjust, he won’t be invited back the 
following term. But that is rare; 83 per¬ 
cent re-erlroll. 

Cadets are formed into five companies. 
*^Life within these companies not only 
prepares the cadet for manhood, but also 
becomes the cornerstone for academic 


achievements,” states an MMA brochure. 
In fact, academic and military discipline 
are so interwoven as to be inseparable. 

In 1966, the Marine Junior Reserve Of¬ 
ficer Training Corps program was formal¬ 
ly established. MMA has since been de¬ 
signated a Naval Honor School, with the 
privilege of nominating candidates for ser¬ 
vice academy appointment, and has been 
selected by the Naval Academy Founda¬ 
tion as a school where Annapolis can¬ 
didates may be sent for postgraduate 
work. MMA grads have earned 80 ap¬ 
pointments to U.S. service academies. 
And 98 percent of those in the postgradu¬ 
ate program have completed the academy 
academic program and received appoint¬ 
ments to service academies. Fully 95 per¬ 
cent of the graduates have been admitted 
to the college or university of their choice. 
And 100 percent of the seniors who ap¬ 
plied received college scholarships. An en¬ 
viable record for any college prep school, 
let alone one that most people have not 
heard of. 

Part of the Marine JROTC program in¬ 
cludes a detailed annual inspection from 
active duty Marine Inspector General staff 
members. These I.G. staffers have con¬ 


sistently rated MMA “noteworthy” in 
performance of drill, leadership, drill 
team, band, knowledge of weapons, com¬ 
munity relations, morale, discipline, 
courtesy, and parades. “Noteworthy” 
rating is I.G. staff’s highest rating. 

These outstanding accomplishments 
have not gone unnoticed. The Wall Street 
Journal and the Los Angeles Times have 
featured MMA. But MMA’s best public 
relations comes from the oldest advertis¬ 
ing firm in the world: W.O.M. That’s 
right, word of mouth. Cadets impress 
most people as polite, patriotic, courteous 
young men. And that, after all, is where 
judgment should be made, by the cadets’ 
behavior. 

As the enthusiastic Segel relighted his 
briar for the umpteenth time, our growl¬ 
ing stomachs postponed MMA’S string of 
accolades. We dined in the cadet mess, 
where I must admit the chow was tastier 
than expected. The cadets knew who we 
SOF types were, but never stared nof ap¬ 
proached us, although we found out later 
they would have loved to have met SOF’s 
Publisher. 
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All cadets have opportunity to develop equestrian skills. MMA Mounted Detachment’s pattern¬ 
ed after the Horse Marines which were disbanded shortly before WWII. 


Marine Lieutenant General George S. Bowman 
(Ret.) Inspects 7th and 8th grade cadets. 


We then toured the palm-bordered 
campus and thought its planners had done 
an excellent job converting the former air 
base to a military school. The Olympic 
outdoor pool seemed particularly inviting 
on this torpid day. As we walked, it oc- 
cured to me that MMA’s retired Marines 
still wore their uniforms. I was informed 
that MMA staff had a special dispensation 
from the Corps for such an irregularity. 

When we returned to SegeTs office, we 
were given copies of The MMA Journal, a 
surprisingly slick four-color school maga¬ 
zine. Articles were well-written and crea¬ 
tively laid but. Content centered round 
the varied backgrounds of MMA’s staff, 
teachers, and cadets. Cadets’ hobbies 
were showcased; a four-day orientation 
visit to Quantico was chronicled; plans 
were discussed of a weapons collection for 
the future MMA museum; and one article 
featured two MMA staff members written 
up in Who*s Who. Advertising was mostly 
local fare. 

These ads led me to thinking about who 
funded the school. I asked Segel and he 
began by saying flat out. that MMA re¬ 
ceives no federal or state funds because, 
“Once you accept their money, they begin 
telling you how to run your business.” 
Most funding is private and scholarships 
are common. Tuition runs about $3,700 a 
year, but total cost usually hovers round 
$4,200. MMA is accredited by the Texas 
Education Agency, the Southern Associa¬ 
tion of Colleges and Schools, and the In¬ 
dependent Schools Association of the 
Southwest. 

Courses stress the three Rs, but one 
course made me wish I was a lad again. 
MMA’s aerospace program allows a cadet 
to earn a private pilot’s license in the 
school’s two-^seater Cessna. Many science 
courses use standard college texts and 
reference works. No wonder the cade^^ 
rarely get into trouble; they don’t have 
time. 



Physical contact sports are popular and encouraged. MMA teams have won numerous state 
championships during the past few years, are always contenders. 



Cadet Battalion formation in Class “A” blues. Cost of uniforms and accessories cost is $345. 
Tuition runs $3750; per year; includes board and room, medical service, laundry and haircuts. 


JULY/79 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 57 
















Shoot that commie. Smail-bore rifle team gets individual instruction. 


Out to lunge. MMA’s fencing team practices. 


Airborne Garrands highlight complex drill 
routine. 
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I asked Segel about the possibility of 
female cadets in the future. He said the 
logistics problems made it economically 
unsound. And besides it really didn’t fit in 
with the program. The IRS had appar¬ 
ently hinted that MIVIA might lose their 
tax-exempt status if they didn’t attempt to 
recruit women, so Segel had We support 
(he Equal Opportunity Program printed 
on all outgoing forms. Fact is, students 
come from 42 states and 14 countries. 

By now I was impressed with MMA’s 
approach to education. I asked for the 
secret to success and Segel responded, 
“Our school works. Our kids test 28 
points higher on the Scholastic Aptitude 
Test; they’re physically fit, polite, and at¬ 
tend church as part of their training. In 
1946, there were approximately 400 mili¬ 
tary schools in the U.S.; in 1979 there are 
less than 50.” 

“Apparently the ’60s took their toll of 
military schools. The Vietnam war and its 
opposition scared a great many people in¬ 
to pulling their kids out of these schools. 
The schools, worried about attrition, be¬ 
gan loosening discipline: uniforms were 
worn only during the day, hair could be 
worn longer — in short, the very essence 
of a military school was watered down. 
These schools were then too harsh to be 
prep schools and too permissive to be ef¬ 
fective military schools. They went belly- 
up. 

At this point, I feel compelled to ask 
and to answer a difficult question: if I had 
a son, would I want him to attend MMA? 
Assuming he wanted to attend (MMA 
won’t accept a student who does not), 1 
would have to say yes. Notwithstanding 
the military aspect, MMA is a damn fine 
educational institution. And what im¬ 
pressed me most was the consistency of 
the environment. Most parents’ discipline 
changes with their moods. Some parents 
use a child as a buffer, some children play 
parent against parent: the dysfunctional 
games parents and children play are well 
known. And that is one reason MMA is a 
fine place for a young man. A cadet 
knows that if he does well, he will be com- 
mensurately rewarded, if he misbehaves, 
those rewards will be withheld. Nothing 
more, nothing less. 

Those familiar with learning theory 
know what I’m getting at. Whatever else a 
parent is, he or she must be consistent. To 
act otherwise is to raise a confused or 
damaged child. 

So consider MMA if you are looking 
for an alternative to public school, where, 
as editor McColl puts it, “They teach 
treason.’* MMA now has a type of get- 
acquainted-offer: Summer Military Train¬ 
ing Camp. Designed for boys 13 to 16, this 
summer carnp lasts two weeks and gives 
school and young man a chance to look at 
each other. Write Thomas Segel, MMA, 
320 Iwo Jima Blvd., Harlingen, TX 
78550. 




Scholastic excellence, as much a part of MMA as military discipline, is superb — cadets score 
28 points higher on Scholastic Aptitude Test (S.A.T.) than national average. 



Graduation 1978. Maj. General George S. Bowman, Jr. (Ret.), joins cadets in flying saucer for¬ 
mation because he was retiring as superintendent that year. 
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WE CAN SEE AT NIGHT 


Military Applications of the 
Physiology of Human Night Vision 

by Capt. Donald C. Skipper 


This article is reprinted, with permis¬ 
sion, from the November-December 1978 
issue of Infantry, The Professional 
Magazine for. Infantrymen. The author is 
assigned to the Office of Armor Force 
Management at the U.S. Army Armor 
Center at Fort Knox, Kentucky. 

If our soldiers are to operate effectively 
at night, they must be able to see at night. 
In the past we have relied on active white 
or infrared (IR) light sources to illuminate 
the'battlefield. But if we do so on today’s 
battlefield we will only present good 
targets to an enemy, an action that could 
lead, to our destruction. There is little 
question that an enemy force can pick up 
ah active light source, however small, and 
can bring fires to bear on that source and 


on the positions around and about it. Re¬ 
cent and comprehensive night firing tests 
at Fort Knox, Kentucky, conciusiyely 
demonstrated that fact. 

And while modern technology has pro¬ 
vided an answer to this problem by 
developing siich image intensification 
devices as the AN/PVS-5 night vision 
goggles, which provide excellent night vi¬ 
sion capabilities without an active light 
source, the high cost of those devices will 
probably keep them from being issued to 
every infantryman. Accordingly, most of 
our soldiers will haye to live and fight at 
night without the benefits of modern tech¬ 
nology. in short, they will have to depend 
on their eyes alone to get about in 
darkness. 


Unfortunately, most soldiers, because 
they are unfamiliar with operating in 
darkness, experience fear when they are 
required to conduct such operations with¬ 
out any kind of external aid. Many of 
them do not know how to properly adjust 
their eyes for night vision, and this, coup¬ 
led with the soldiers’ innate fear of night 
operations, makes them wary of going on 
after it is dark. 

There are a number of physiological 
differences between day and night vision, 
for example, there are two different kinds 
of light sensitive nerve endings in our eyes 
— cones and rods. 

Millions of cones can be found concen¬ 
trated in the center of the back of each 
eye. The rods, of which there are also 
rnillions in each eye, can be found in rings 
around the concentrations of cones. Gen¬ 
erally speaking, the cones are used for 
daytime vision, the rods for night vision. 
As the sun sets and the sky gets darker, 
the cones do less and less “seeing” until, 
finally, the rods do all the work. Once 
working at their peak efficiency the rods 
can detect light that is only 1/5,000 as in¬ 
tense as the light level at the point where 
the cones cease to function. 

ADAPTATION 

The best way soldiers can adapt their 
eyes for night vision is to wear goggles 
with red-tinted lenses for at least 30 
minutes before darkness. This activates 
the rods so that when darkness sets in 
their eyes will be ready for the real thing. 
Once adapted, though, any exposure to 
white light — as little as the flare of a 
match or the shine of a flashlight — can 
seriously interfere with their night vision 
and require them to repeat the adaptation 
process. 

If they cannot avoid exposure to white 
light, spldiers can take certain precau¬ 
tionary measures to preserve their night 
vision. Because the eyes when they are be¬ 
ing adapted for night vision work inde¬ 
pendently of each other, if a soldier must 
look at a bright light after his eyes have 
been adapted, he should use only one eye 
to look and should keep the other one 
shut or covered to preserve its adaptation 
to darkness. Thus, if he is subjected to 
such light sources as flares, searchlights, 
or muzzle flashes, he can maintain at least 
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RODS CONE 


Night vision technique must incorporate off-center gazing to 
utilize highly light-sensitive rods, which encircle less sen¬ 
sitive cones located in center area at back of eye. 
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some of his night vision by closing one 
eye. When that eye is reopened in dark¬ 
ness, he will be able to see with it while his 
other eye readapts to the darkness. 

Darkness adaptation is just ‘the begin¬ 
ning. To see an object at night the soldier 
must learn to look to one side of the 
suspected location of an object. If he 
looks directly at an object at night, 
chances are that he will not see it. Night 
vision is impossible at the center of the eye 
simply because a central blind spot of 5 to 
10 degrees exists for each eye. 

To compensate for this blind spot, the 
soldier must practice a technique known 
as ‘‘off-center vision.” To see an object, 
he must look at least 10 degrees above, be¬ 
low, or to the left or right of the object. 
This allows the field of vision of one eye 
to compensate for the blind spot of the 
other and lets him see the object. 

Once he acquires the object through the 
use of off-center vision, however, if he 
views it for more than two or three sec¬ 
onds the image will probably tend to fade 
out into a solid background. This fade- 
out occurs because the rods tire quickly 
and are efficient for only short periods of 
time. Thus, the soldier should shift his 
eyes from one off-center point to another, 
a scanning technique that should allow 
him to keep the acquired object in his 
peripheral field of vision at all times. 


OTHER FACTORS 

Several other factors influence a sold¬ 
ier’s ability to see at night and he must 
consider them before he takes part in 
night operations. Both smoking and alco¬ 
hol, for example, are detrimental to his 
visual acuity at night. Smoking reduces it 
and slows the darkness adaptation process 
dramatically, while even small amounts of 
alcohol can cause a marked reduction in 
his visual sensitivity and can cause his 
scanning techniques to become more 
disorganized. 

Fatigue also impairs night vision and, as 
the degree of fatigue increases, a soldier’s 
ability to apply proper scanning techni¬ 
ques decreases. Consequently, his night 
vision capability also decreases. The only 
way a soldier can combat fatigue is to be 
physically fit. Daily physical training, 
therefore, will help him build his physical 
endurance and this can assist him in com¬ 
bating fatigue. 

Another thing that can influence night 
vision is food, A proper diet is essential in 
achieving and maintaining good night vi¬ 
sion. Old tales to the contrary, lots of car¬ 
rots will not give a soldier the night vision 
of an owL But a balanced diet that pro¬ 
vides him an adequate amount of vitamin 
A can improve his night vision capability. 

There is, of course, no magic potion for 
seeing in the dark. Until image intensifica¬ 
tion devices can be made available to 
every soldier, the application of the tech¬ 
niques discussed above can help overcome 
the soldier’s fear of the unknown and his 
sense of helplessness in the dark. Thi s will 
make him a better night fighter. 


- \ 

By Special Arrangement SOF Africa 
Correspondent brings readers a piece of the 
Action from the War Fronts of Southern Africa 

Al J. Venter, Africa and Military correspondent for 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine has reached an ac¬ 
cord with one of the best known distributers of 
mllitaria in the United States; Lancer Militaria to 
supply specialist items from Southern African op¬ 
erational areas for American collectors. 

THESE OFFERS ARE EXCLUSIVE TO SOF READ¬ 
ERS. ACT NOW AS POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA MAY NOT ALLOW THEM ; 
TO BE REPEATED, 




These plaques and wall hangings are some of the most 
beautiful collectors pieces to come out of Southern Africa’s 
war zones. They are acid-etched on copper plate mounted 
on hardwood from the Zambezi Valley and depict all six of 
Rhodesia’s current operational areas: Hurricane, 
Thrasher, Repulse, Grapple, Splinter and Tangent. 


PRiCES 

Piaques 

$ 19.95 


A SIMILAR SET WAS AUCTIONED FOR £300 STERLING 
IN LONDON RECENTLY. 


each 




There are only 200 complete sets of these plaques In 
all of the United States but they can be bought singly 
for $19,95 each. 

The girl Is not part of the deal! 

Also Included in the offer are 100 sets of wail hangings 
which depict the six Operational areas In miniature 
mounted on black suede African buffalo leather IDEAL 
FOR THE OFFICE OR GUN ROOM. The wall hangings are 
$49,95 each. There are only 100 of these! 


Wall hangings 

$ 49.95 

each 

(ONLY 100 in 
North America) 



This heavy duty Rhodesian Camouflage T-Shirt is as 
versatile as it is tough. Even in Southern Africa they 
are a much prized item for those who need to go into 
the bush. Ideal for hunting. Heavy duty cloth for 
heavy bush wear. 

LIMITED SUPPLIES WHILE THEY LAST. 


ONLY $14,95. 


IN A YEAR’S TIME ALL THIS 
MATERIAL WILL BE AS 
SCARCE AS ROCKING HORSE 
SHITfGETINWHILEYOU CAN! 


P Eip.E 

$ 14.95 

each 



ORDER FROM: LANCER MILITARIA —Any Country— Any 
War P.O. Box 35188, HOUSTON, Texas 77035 
Phone (713) 522-7036. Or at our shop at 2409 Times Blvd, 
HOUSTON 

INCLUDE POSTAGE AND HANDLING CHARGE ofT ,50 PER 
ORDER 
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For almost 20 years, 
arms dealers around the world 
have wanted this book... 

Now it’s yours to 
examine Risk-Free 
for 15 days 


LUG 

BOLT HEAD 


SW-1 


NEW! The completely revised 11th edition of the most 
comprehensive firearms reference ever published. 


• Examines arms of 42 nations from 1900-- 
present • every chapter completely revised • 5 
new chapters follow small arms developments 
since W.W. II • 672 pages • well over 2000 
photos 

Renowned military scholars consult it to keep 
current with world arms capabilities Faceless 
mercenaries, they say. use it as a “shopping 
guide.” 

And weapons buffs—perhaps like yourself— 
read it over and over again just for the sheer enjoy¬ 
ment of being “hands-on” close to the finest m 
classic and modern military hardware. 

The book is Small Arms of the World. And 
now. in its 11th Edition, you get completely revised 
chapters... new sections ... new photographs... 
and hundreds of new weapons, many of which 
have only been whispered about in print until now. 
Truly international 

Small Arms of the World is one of the few 
weapons references that Is truly international in 
scope. In its more than 600 fully Illustrated pages, 
you'll find pistols, rifleis, submachine guns and ma¬ 
chine guns from 42 nations. Weapons ranging 
from Astras to Kalishnikovs. Armalites to 
Mausers. Brens to STEMS. Hush Puppies to Uzis. 
They date from the turn of the century right up to 
today. 

Small Arms of the World not only examines 
well known and widely employed weapons, but 
also spotlights obscure and often bizarre arms. It 
exposes virtually useless weapons... praises truly 
outstanding ones... even points out proofmarks 
and minor modifications In design that help pin¬ 
point dates and places of manufacture. For these 
reasons, this unique book is an absolute must for 
any serious collector. 


Loading, Firing, Stripping 

Unlike some weapons references. Small 
Arms of the World does not merely describe weap¬ 
ons. it shows you how to use them—safely and 
effectively. You clearly see—in words and pic¬ 
tures—exactly how to load, fire and field strip hun¬ 
dreds of small combat arms, from auto-loading 
pistols to heavy machine guns. 

Up-to-the-minute 

Guerilla warfare, counterinsurgency tactics 
and terrorism have profoundly 
changed military thinking 
since World War II. In five completely new chap¬ 
ters, the 11th Edition examines these changes and 
the effects they have had on small arms design. 
You’ll.. Jearn the difference between Russian and 
American arms thinking as you compare the de¬ 
signs of M. r Kalishnlkov with those of Eugene 
Stoner (or the AK-47 vs. the M-16). 

... find out about a new generation of silenced 
weapons, including the Ingram M-IOsubmachine 
gun and its slonics sound suppressor that actu¬ 
ally confuses the ear as to the source of sound. 

.. .discover whv pistol development is in a state of 
uncertainty. And why'pistols soon may be re¬ 
placed entirety by a new generation of small sub¬ 
machine guns little bigger than a service-issue 
Colt .45 auto. 

... read candid appraisals of current NATO and 
Warsaw Pact weapons. Learn abou4 their 
strengths and weaknesses. Even witness the kind 
of political infighting It takes to get a weapon 
adopted by the U. S. Armed Forces. 

Act Now for Risk-Free Offer 

If you’re a weapons buff—someone who ap¬ 
preciates the thought and technology that goes 
into engineering small armaments, we guarantee 


you’ll treasure the new 11th Edition of Small Arms 
of the World. 

That's why we make you this risk-free offer: 
exemine Small Arms of the World for 15 days. If 
you don’t agree that it’s not the closest thing to gef- 
ting your hands on the actual weapons them¬ 
selves, simply return the book within that time for a 
full, nc-questions-asked refund. 



STACKPOLE BOOKS, P.0, BOX 693 
BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 

YES! I'd like to examine the lHh Edition of Small Arms of the 
World risk-free tor 15 days. I enclose my check for only 
$19.95. payable to Stackpole Books and understand that if 
I'm not completely satisfied with my copy within 15 days. I 
may return it for a full refund—no questions asked. 

□ Check here tor Deluxe Edition with gold embossed 
leather-like cover ., oply $29,95. 


Please charge to my: 
□ Master Charge 
Acct. # 


a BankAmericard Visa 
Exp. Date 


Signature 
Name. 


(order not valid without signature) 


Address. 


I_City-— _ State ^ ^ j 





















































Where Are the 
World’s Last Frontiers 
of Freedom and 
Financial Oppnrtonity? 



Some people say there are no more oppor¬ 
tunities left in the world. They’ll tell you that 
the opening of the American West was the last 
chance for the average person to find freedom, 
adventure and financial success. 

Well, don’t believe it! Today, in 1978, the 
world offers more opportunities than ever be¬ 
fore— if you know where to look for them! 

What sort of opportunities? Investments 
that offer a higher, safer return than anything 
available here in the United States. Profitable 
businesses, free of the regulations and controls 
that harass and stifle entrepreneurs in America. 
Techniques for sheltering your money from 
taxes. And even places to move to and begin 
a new life—with a higher standard of living 
and greater freedom than you now have. 

WHO IS DOUGLAS CASEY? 

But where can you learn about these oppor¬ 
tunities? In only one place: Thf Intrrnational 
Man: The Complete Guidebook to the World’s 
Last Frontiers for Freedom Seekers, Investors, 
Adventurers. Speculators and Expatriates. 

This brand-new, pathbreaking book was 
researched and written by Douglas R. Casey, 
a businessman, financial consultant and world 
traveler who has long understood the dangers 
of limiting one’s horizons to a single country. 
(The preface and foreword were written by two 
of the most respected financial authorities in 
the world, Harry Browne and Hariy D. Schultz, 
both American expatriates.) 

Casey began by making a thorough investi¬ 
gation of all 159 of the world’s nations. He 
discovered a handful that hold real promise 
for Americans in search of freedom and fi¬ 
nancial opportunity today. These few countries 
are truly the world’s “last frontiers.’* 

A WORLD OF OPPORTUNITY 

Here is just a partial list of topics covered 
in The International Man: 

• The four most profitable foreign businesses 
for Arnericans, 

• The profits and pleasures of foreign real 
estate. (Including specific “how-to” infor¬ 
mation on income property investments, 
speculating in raw land, and buying or 
renting a second home abroad.) 

• Ever feel like leaving the USA? Here’s 
everything you need to know about emigrat¬ 
ing and re-settling in another country. 

• Nations that offer substantial financial in¬ 
centives and subsidies to foreign investors, 
businessmen and retirees. 


TWO INTERNATIONAL MEN 
ON THE INTERNATIONAL MAN: 

HARRY D. SCHULTZ, international in¬ 
vestment advisor: 

t4Dn«g Casey’s book THF INTFRNATIONAL 
MAN tills a true need, in fact a desperate need. 
... 1 urge you to take advantage of this book 
and become an international person. ... It 
you're not too good at changing to match the 
times, you’d better read this book three times. 
The rest of you should read it twice. 

HARRY BROWNE, best-selling financial 
Vfriter: 

^Thc economic tensions and turbulence of 
the !970*s have inspired many Americans to 
consider the idea of living and investing some¬ 
where outside the U.S. But where? . . Up to 
now, there has been no single reference work 
that provides an overview of the world’s 200 or 
so nations , . . Happily, this book provides a 
kind of shopping list of qualifications. . I’ve 
lived outside the U.S. since 1971 and have 
learned a great deal about what it involves. I 
could have used a book like this hack in 1971; 
it would have made emigration a great deal 
easier. 99 


THE ONLY BOOK OF ITS KIND! 

The International Man is a definitive 
work on freedom and financial opportunity 
around the world. Exhaustively researched, 
encyclopedic in scope, completely up-to-date, 
this revolutionary bqok is hardbound, and fully 
indexed. 

There is no other book that even comes 
close to The International Man in the breadth 
of its coverage, in the expert guidance it pro¬ 
vides, in (he opportunities and strategies it 
details. All 159 nations of the earth have been 
combed in order to select the 48 that are poy- 
ered in detail and the few that qualify as “last 
frontiers." 


YOUR MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


• How to do business tax-free. Avoiding all 
income taxes legally by “internationalizing" 
your finances. “Tax haven" countries and 
how to use them. 

• Want a job overseas? Here are the best, 
most realistic opportunities. Prevailing 
.salary levels. And the truth behind all those 
“Employment Abroad" ads you’ve seen., 

• How some people legally obtain passports 
from as many as 20 nations, as well as U.S. 
diplomatic passports and other documents. 

• The International Black Market: How 
profits are made jn “underground" trad¬ 
ing, smuggling, capitalizing on shortages, 
and more. 

• The International Mans Directory: 
What’s your next move? Here’s a complete 
guide to organizations, agencies, interna¬ 
tional real estate brokers, reference works, 
magarzines and newsletters that can help 
you take the plunge. 

But that’.s not all! The International Man 
also contains detailed chapters on 48 nations 
of the world. For each, you’ll find everything 
you need to know about business and work, 
the economy, residency requirements and 
citizenship, social and political conditions, the 
people, passports and visas, land and housing, 
tax levels, money and foreign exchange, future 
trends, and more. 


The INTERNATIONA! Man js just $14.95post¬ 
paid. Its authoritative information and advice 
will repay that sum tirpe and again. (And the 
purchase price is tax-deductible if you use the 
book for investment or business purposes-) 

You 're fully protected by this unconditional 
guarantee. If The INTERNATIONAL MaN isn’t 
everything we’ve said it is (or if you’re unhappy 
with it for any reason at all), simply return it 
within three weeks and we’ll send you a prompt, 
full refund—no questions asked. 

The world’s last frontiers are waiting—and 
so are the opportunities thqy offer. They await 
The International Man- any man with the 
ambition and spirit to venture beypnd his 
borders. Clip and mail the cdupon today! 


Rush me my copy of THE INTERNATIONAL 
MAN. I understand that if I’m not completely 
satisfied, I may return the book within three 
weeks and receive a full refund. 3529 

Name __ _ 


Address. 


City . 
State. 


. Zip . 


Enclosed is my check or money order for « 
$14.95. (By prepaying, I save postage and o 
handling costs.) ^ 

in 

KEPH ART COMMUNICATIONS, INC.B 
I 5809 Annapolis Road, P.O. Box 2599 H 
Landover Hills, Md, 20784 * 















FIGHTING FOR KEEPS 


SOF editor stresses realism in training 


by M.L. Jones 


Rafael Lima, SOF’s new martial arts 
editor, holds a b|ack belt in Shito Ryu 
karate and was Florida’s Golden Gloves 
middleweight champion in the open divi¬ 
sion from 1976 to 1978. Lima has develop¬ 
ed a new style of combat fighting that 
combines boxing with karate. He calls it 
composite martial arts or total combat. 

Lima’s style uses elements of karate, 
kung fu, kick boxing, wrestling, judo, and 
Aikido — in short, anything that is logi¬ 
cal, effective, and practical for use in total 
combat. 

“My style,” he says, “does not elimi¬ 
nate techniques arbitrarily, If something 
works it works. Whether it’s a hooking 
punch or a jab or a jcnee, I’ll use it if it is 
effective. That is the theory of total com¬ 
bat. It is as realistic as a street fight.” 

Lima began his martial arts training 
with Floridans Mike Foster and Mel 
Wise. Wise taught Shorey, an Okinawan 
style of karate that included, as Lima 
says, “sparring sessions where the man 
had to be knocked out before he was stop¬ 
ped, Full contact.^’ Wise also taught Lima 
bow staff (stick) fighting and weapons 
such as nunchaka and shuriken (throwing 
stars). 

A black belt since 1976, Lima is cur¬ 
rently working on his Shodan in judo. 

Full contact, Lima declares, includes 
“hooking punches, chokes, elbows, 
jabs,” unlike traditional karate moves, as 
well as fighting on the ground, since 
“many times in real combat a big man 
simply drags you to the ground wjth his 
body weight and beats shit out of you.” 
His training stresses realism. 

In his classes, students wear full protec¬ 
tive padding when they spar, as well as 
head gear, 14-ounce gloves, and chest pro¬ 
tectors. 

“When we spar in class,” he says, “we 
try to achieve a real lift situation. 
Students are encouraged to use unconven¬ 
tional attacks, whether they be punching, 
kicking, picking up an object to strike 
with, anything that would happen in a real 
situation.” 

Lima’s students do not pull punches 
when they fight. 



Lima, a Golden Gloves champion for three years, incorporates many boxing techniques into 
his fighting style. 



Simplicity and economy of motion are marks of good martial artists, in photo sequence, Lima 
demonstrates this philosphy. When assailant takes front choke hold, many karate styles ad¬ 
vocate upward or downward strike of forearms to break hold. However, technique is ineffec¬ 
tive if attacker is strong or determined. Instead, counterattack! 
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As he says, “Anything but eye jabs and 
direct hits to the more vital areas like the 
temple or the trachea is delivered full 
force. When students fall to the ground, 
they fight from there. When the bigger 
man has them on the ground they fight 
him there. We teach them to fight from 
corners, doorways, bar stools, any con¬ 
ceivable place and position.” 

Lima, a student of anatomy, stresses 
the pathological and medical implications 
of striking all vital areas of the body. He 
trains his students in which weapons to 
use against each target and shows them 
what force must be applied to effectively 
destroy each point. 

For instance, he says, “you can punch a 
man just underneath the heart and stop it. 
EMTs (emergency medical technicians) do 
that in reverse. They apply pressure in the 
same area for CPR. You can crush the 
temple with the elbow and kill the man 
from a subdural hemorrhage. You can do 
the same to the sinuses. There are ways to 
kick and punch a man in the spleferi and 
the liver so that he will die days or even 
weeks later. 

“The human body is very complex and 
very fragile and vulnerable to various at¬ 
tacks when you know where and how to 
hit.” 

In order to research his theories, Lima 
has performed dissection and autopsies on 
human cadavers, victims of “violent trau¬ 
ma,” at a Miami morgue. 

He says, “Just like a demolitions expert 
would study floor plans and architectural 
drawings of a building so as to place his 
charges at the most destructive points, so 
must the martial artist determine and ex¬ 
amine his targets. I plan to do articles on 
those targets and the medical implica¬ 
tions.” 




Eyes are most vulnerable target. Grab hair or ears (to prevent head shake to fend you off) and 
bury thumbs in eyes — quickly, ruthlessly, without hesitation. 



Follow up gouge by maintaining hair/ear hold and thrust head down toward upcoming knee. 
Poyver is doubled by driving force of head and knee coming together in opposition. Sinus area 
is good target — if fractured, death can occur. If head can be turned on way down, temple can 
be exposed —also potentially fatal. Each technique opens way for other — each logically 
follows last. 



Our man in action. 
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Dear Clients and Friends; 

Your many inquiries and requests for taped 
presentations have encouraged us to add a tape 
cassette section to our list of available items. We 
now offer 3 categories of taped presentation; 

(t) German choir, folk and rriarching songs and 
music of the Third Reich era, tong acknowledged 
by experts as an exciting high-point in modern 
European musical development—inspiring and 
nourishing food for the Aryan soui. 

(2) German-ianguage programs from the World 
War II era; unique and invaluable documents in 
living sound. Hear the actual voices of Hitter, 
Gbebbels, Goring and other great men of history 
as they speak to Germany and to the entire world 
on such crucial matters as the Versailles Treaty, 
the unification of Germany and Austria, the 
Nurnberg Party Rallies, the Polish crisie, the 
outbreak of World War II and the Battle of 
Stalingrad. Hear these men of history as they 
ware making history, and hear them without the 
annoying comments of Allied propagandists. 
Originatty restricted by government agencies to a 
small group of specially-authorized listeners, 
Samisdat now makes these vital moments of 
history available to you. 


The originals of these recordings are from 40 to 
50 years old and their quality is sometimes 
reduced by the sound reproduction equipment of 
the time dr by shortwave Interferenca. For this 
reason we have indicated the quality of each 
recording with asterisks; *•*• » vary good; *•* 
= good; and * • a satisfactory. 

(3) Famous lectures in English and German by 
the noted author, artist and social commentator, 
Christof Friedrich, recorded from live interviews, 
talks and debates broadcast over international 
radio and TV networks. Mr. Friedrich is noted lor 
his insightful and hard-hitting statements on 
subjects as apparently diverse as flying saucers, 
modern art, race, politics and international 
affairs. Hear him put it all together and listen to 
his opponents as they lose their composure and 
begin to rave and rant. An audio treat for 
knowledgeable thinkers. 

All orders must be prepaid by International 
Money Order in U.S. dollars or in cash. Cash 
should be sent by registered or certified mail to 
avoid losses. Please write your order and address 
clearly and enclose sufficient payment to cover 
postage. Our cassettes are of three types: 

C-60 {one full hQur} 

U.S. S6.00 or DM 13.00 f Postage. 
C-90 (1*1/2 hours) 

U.S. $10.00 or DM 16.00 -I- Postage. 
0-120 (2 lull hours) 

U.S. $15.00 or DM 2S.OO ^ Postage. 


5. MARCHES AND SONGS OF THE LUFIWAf-Ft 
(C60*’**). Luflwaflan Parade. Junkers 99 Lied 
Aufwarts Zur Sonne. Bomben auf Engeland. 
Lultepon Voran. Rot Scheint die Sonne. Deutscher 
Fllegermarsch. Der Bombenillegermarsch. Graf 
Zeppelin Mersch. Lied der Junkers Flug und 
Motorenwerke. Prinz Max Brigade. Flleger Empor. 
Harmenn Goring Marech. Flieger Sind Sieger 
Deutacher Adler. Sluka Lied. Pllolenmarsch. Es 
Blllzen die Stehlernen Schwingen. Flleger 
Fanfare. 

6. WERMACHT (C60***). Victory Fanfare. 
Waicheel und Werlhe. Rosemarie. Gegen Briien 
und Franzoean. Der Tod In Flandern. Lied der 
Panzergrenadiere. Allen Voran. Parlslar 
Einzugamarach. Slag Hall Viktoria Unser 
Rommel. Wir Sfurmen den Siege entgegen Von 
Flnnland bit zum Schwarzen Near Lied der 
Panzergruppe Klelat.. Der Treu Feldaoldet So 
Kampft nur unaeta Inicniaria. Deutschland Llad. 
Llea-Llsa. Lora-Lora, 

7. BATTLE SONGS AND MARCHES OF THE 
THIRD REICH (C80***). Marech dar Dautechland 
In Polan. WIr Fahran Qagan Engeland. Bomben 
auf Engeland. Ada, Polanland. U.Bool 47. Haul' 
Stachan wir Ine btaua Maar. Ich bln aln Dautachar 
Matroaa . Von Flnnland bli zum Schwarzen Maar 
Dar Traua Faldaofdal. Bombartfllagar Legion 
Condor. Haul' Qaht aa an Bord. Marla Helen. 
Marech dar Lalbslandarta Adolf Hiller. Lied dar 
Paruargrarudiara. Ee let so tchon Soldat zu aain. 
Torpedo loa! Erika Marech. Techingta Bumlntara. 
Qaflillt dir malna grdna Trachf. Main Schlaaiarland 

8. THE REICHSTAG DECLARATION OF WAR 
(C80****). On September the 1st, 1939, Adolf 
Hitler in the world's most famous speech 
addressed the hurriedly-convened Reichstag and 
declared war on Poland, giving his reasons for 
doing so. This speech that plunged the world into 
the bloodbath of the 2nd World War Is translated 
throughout its entirety by English-speaking 
commentators of the time without detracting 
from the FOhrer's speech, the roars of approval of 
the Reichstag deputies or the impromptu singing 
of The Horst Wesset Song. 

9. GERMANY CALLING (C60**4*‘*). William 
Joyca — Lord Haw-Haw. Traitor or man of vision? 
Draw your own conclusions aftsr listening to this 
very rare recording of two speeches mads to tha 
British peopit, one of which is hla last speech 
and draws the attention of the British peopia that 
thalr war egalnst Oarmany will raiull In Britain’s 
eventual defeat by Bolshevism. On aide two, a 
aongs of the pariod broadcast made by an 
American who defected to the German tide and 
other German aonga of the period. 

10. TRIUMPH OF THE WILL (Q-SO ***). This Is 
the original soundtrack of the greatest 
propaganda film of ALL time. It Is the most 
sought after recording that exists and, when you 
listen to it, you will know why. It records the 6th 
Party Congress held at Nuremburg. Listen to the 
enthusiasm of nearly ONE MILLION participants 
. . . 180,000 Political Leaders. 88,000 S.A, men. 
12,000 S.S. men. 52,000 Labour Service men, 
200,000 Hitler Youth/B.D.M. 120.000 Party rank 
and file. 9,000 additional police for crowd and 
traffic control ... and 350,000 German citizens. 
Two hours of unbridled enthusiasm, marches, 
fanfares and speeches by Rudolf Hpss, Adolf 
Wagner, AJfred Rosenberg, Otto Dietrich, Fritz 
Todt, Fritz Reinhardt. Julius Strelcher, Robert 
Ley. Hans Frank, Joseph Goebbels and of course, 
Adolf Hitler. 


Please include U.S. $1.00 or DM 2.00 per tape 
cassetta tor overseas airmail postage. 



1. MUSIC OF THE THIRD REICH No. 1. (C60*'*). 
Horat Wessel Lied. Bedenweiler-Mamch. Et Plelft 
Von Allen DIchem. In Dem KampI um die Helmet. 
Aue TIetster Deutacher Not Haraua. Blaus 
Jungsna Marach. Priaantlarmarach dar 
Krlegamerina. LuftachuU Lied. Fllegerkamsradan. 
Oautachea Freiheltallad. Junkara 88 Marechlled. 
Wir Haitan Treu Zu Dir. Junkera-Marsch. Hermann 
Qdring Marech. Hail Hiller Dir. Hakenkreuzfahnen. 
Ala Die Qold'na Abendaonne. Deutechlend Lied. 
Die Fahne Hoch. 

2. MUSIC OF THE THIRD REICH No. 2. (C60‘**]. 
Marach der DeulecNiand In Polen. Wir Fehren 
Gegen Engelar\d. Merech der 80,000,000. Wir 
Kommen Wlader. Gegen Britan und FrenzoMn. 
Das Frankrelch Lied. Bomben eut Engeland. Ada, 
Polenlend. U.Bool 47. Wir Fllogen Gegen 
Engeland. Haul’ Stechsn wir Ina Blaue Meer. Ich 
bln ein Deutacher Matroee . Unser Rommel. Des 
Deutsche Korp In Afrika. Hell Ktingt sin Lied. 
Votwiirts nach Osten. Der Treu Feldsoldal. So 
Kimpfl nur Unsere Intanlsrla. Bomben Flleger 
der Legion Condor. Parade Marach dar Legion 
CorKfor. 

5. MUSIC OF THE THIRD REICH No. 3. {C80»»'). 
Oiippsler Sehinzen-Slurmmerach. Wohlaul 
Kameriden. Oeflller Marach. Sehwerzbreun iel die 
Heaalnuaa. Beyriacher Defillarmarach. Auf dar 
Liinanburgar Halda. Reglmantt-Marach 55. Das 
Liaban Bringl Qroaa Fraud. Priaantlarmarach. 
Pappenhalmar Marach. Print Eugan. Reglmantal 
Msrsch. Vom Bsrralta Sehwankt dia Fader, (Panzer 
Korps) Deutschland Ruhm. Wastsrwald- 
Mersehlied, Psrademartch. Regimental Nummsr. 
Marach sus dsr Zell Friedrichs dsi Qroiasn. Ein 
Hellar und ein Batten. Uniere Garde. Die 
Qsdanksn Sind Frel. Badartwaller Msrsch. (HMIsrk 
Favorlts)Asglmsnlil Nummsr. Ali dia Gold'ne 
Abendaonne. In Traua Faal Wir Sind das Gayars 
Schwaat Hsulan. Muss I' Dsnn. Stslgsr Marich. 
4 SONGS AND MARCHES OF THE 
KRIEQSMARINE (C80‘M. Haul' QshI as Br\ Bord. 
Frisch Voran. Aul Wisdsrsshsn. Maria Madlsn 
Flaggen auf Vollmait. Rlltar dar Nordsaa Uni'ra 
Marins Wlnda Wahn Marina Polka Print Eugsn 
Marach. Dsr Stewind Plain Dsr Ksdstlsnarnsrsch 
Warts Main Madst. Ich Dank' an Dich Main 
Dautachas Medal Fraundschafttlligga Laist 
Wahan die Fahnan Seharnhorti Msrsch Haul' 
Stachan wit Ins Blaua Maar, Qnalianau Marach 
Kamaradsn aul Saa. Falkland Marsch Blaue 
lung's. 


11. STUKA PILOT (CIZO***). Hane Rudel was 
Nazi Germany's most decorated air ace of the 
2nd World War. In 2,530 operational flights, he 
destroyed 500 Russian tanks and one Russian 
batlleship. Hie aircraft (a Stuka) was shot down 
near Leningrad and It resulted In one of the 
world's meet halr-raJsIng escapee and throughout 
this 2 hour tape, the listener Is held spell-bound 
by himself and with background music and sound 
effects added. 

12. ADOLF HITLER SPEAKS 1 (C120****). On the 
26th of September, 1938, Adolf Hitler spoke to 
one of the world's biggest rallies at the Berlin 
Sportspalast. Speech by Hitler on the Czech 
crisis. Rally opened by Or Joseph Goebbels. Side 
2. Conclusion. Singing, marches, etc. PLUS 
'Deutechland Erwache’, extract from radio 
broadcast of the ceremony in the Potsdam 
Garrison Church, 2191 March, 1933 Das Horst 
Wassei Lied. 

13. ADOLF HITLER SPEAKS 2 (C120****). Side 1; 
Adolf Hitler. Speech in the German Reichstag, 
20lh February, 1938. Side 2: Adolf Hiller. Part of 
speech in the Berlin Sportspalast, 30th January, 
1941 . (2) Adolf Hitler: Complete last broadcast 
from Fuhrer Hauplquartier, 30th January, 1945. (3) 
Songs of the S.A.; Dar FUhrar Rufi. S.A. Voran. 
Erbaan MIt Speck. FIsmma Empor. Hymna dar 
Arbeit. Ein Mann — Ein Vort. Ea Qehl uma 
Vatarland. Was Una'ra Vittr Schulan. Kraft Durch 
Frauds. S.A. Slag Hell. 

14. ADOLF HITLER SPEAKS 3 (C120***'). A real 
gem of a recording for content. Side 1: Adolf 
Hitler addresses a mass rally at the Berlin 
Sportspalast on the 10th February, 1933. Side 2; 
Hitler's speech to the German Reichstag, 23rd 
March, 1933. (Note: Hitler’s speech Is preceded 
by a speech by the leader of the Social 
Democratic Party. (2) Full recording of ths 
ceremony at tha funeral of President Von 
Hindenburg, (3) An excellent selection of Nazi, 
songs and marches. 

16. THE TRUTH ABOUT GERMANY (C120****). 
Jack Briggs, • young Londoner first vls.iled 
Germany aa part of the forces of occupation In 
1919, After demob, he became a frequent visitor 
to Germany and travelled between the two 
countries, Britain and Germany, throughout the 
period of Hitler's rise to power and noted Its 
effects on Germany. Immediately after world War 
2 ended, he visited Germany again and lor two 
extremely tnlareatlng hours, he gives his 
Impressions of the REAL GERMANY that the 
British peopia have navar been told about. Here 
la an unprejudiced account that will do more than 
explode e myth or two .,, tor the listener with an 
open mind. 
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18. DAS DEUTSCHE VOLKSKONZERT (080“**). 

Original recordings of popular German Wartime 
concerts given over the German radio for the 
German Armed Forces and their families. All the 
tops of the period Including the legendary Lale 
Anderson. A must tor the collector of historical 
material. 

17. SONGS OF THE BROWNSHIRTS 1 (C60‘»’‘). 

Deutschland, Halllgas Deutachland. Dar Fiihrar 
Rufl. S.A. Voran. Dia Well Gehbrt den Ftihrandan. 

Soldaten aind immar Sotdatan. Der 
Stcigermarach. Erika. Durch Qrosaberlln 
Marachteran Wir. Das Hittar-Adier Batallion. 

Erbaen mit S|>eck. Flamms Empor! Die Braunen 
und Schwarzen Huaaran. Hymna dar Arbeit. Ein 
Mann — Ein Worl. Es Geht urns Vaterland. Wenn 
die S.S. Und die S.A. Aulmarschiert. Was Uns're 
Vatar Schulen. Kraft Durch Freude. Hakenkreuz 
fahnan. S.A. Slag Heil. 

18. SONGS OF THE BROWNSHIRTS 2 (C60-*“|. 

Deutschland Erwache, Horst Wessel Lied. Flieg, 

Deutsche Fahne Flieg. S.A. Marschiert, Wir 
Kamplen liir Ehre. Es Zittern die Morschen 
Knochen. Die Deutsche Arbeitsfronl Marschiert. 

Es Plelft von Allen Dachern. Briider in Zechen 
und Gruben. Deutschland Voran. ich Hall' Einen 
Kameraden. Das Regiment von Hiller. Volk ans 
Gewehr. Lisa-Lfsa. Annemarie wo geht die Reise 
hin? Die Brauna Kompanie. Lore-Lore. Markische 
Halda. Deutschland Lied. 

19. EIN REICH. EIN VOLK. EIN FUHRER 
(C60*“*). The Third Reich m sound, films, and 
extracls from films made during the Third Reich 

20. BLACKSHIRT AND BROWNSHIRT STORM- 
TROOPER SONGS AND MARCHES. (C90*'“)- A 
brilliant reproduction of Ihe marches and songs 
of the Biackshirt and Brownshirt legions of the 
Third Reich. These include Signal Trumpeter 
March, Brownshirt Regimental Band Sturm Horst 
Weasel, Marching in Greater Berlin, Swastika 
Flag, The FCihrar calls his Stormtroopers, 

Swastika on tha Helmet of Steel . . . Band of the 
Erhardt Brigade with choir. Belonging to Hiller — 

Bodyguard band of Adotf Hillet, Brothers in 
Factories, farms and mines, Hillai Youth Songs. 

Hal! Germany — The Brownshirt Band. The Horst 
Waaaal Song sung by Hitter's bodyguard 
Lelbstandarte, In tha East we are now Marching. 

Gold and Silver. In the Fight for Germany. We Are 
The Fighlara from Ihe N.S.D.A.P., The Golden 
Evening Sun, plus many others making up a total 
of one and a half hours of history brougrii alive 
with full reproduction brilliance. One of the most 
popular tapes. 

21. REICHSARBEITSDIENST. (C120****). Here is 
a comprehensive recording of ceremonies, songs 
and speeches surrounding the National Socialist 
Labor Service. Also included is a very rare 
excerpt from the 1935 Party Day Rally at 
Nuremberg Battle marches include Blinkende 
SpBlan — Hailigaa Fauar. Qrusaet die Fahnen, 

Qott Segno dia Arbeit. Wir Tragen das Vatertand, 

Es Zittern die Morechen Knochen and many 
more. PLUS: a rare recording of actual combat 
made aboard a German U-boat as it engages a 
British armed merchant ship. 

22. DIE HITLER JUQEND (C60****). Major 

speeches and events of the Hitler Youth. Rallies, 

songs and speeches by Hitler, Baldur von P'ease include U.S, $1,00 or DM 2,00 per tape 
Schirach, etc. A thoroughly interesting recording cassette for overseas airmail postage, 

that shouldn't be missed. Dealer inaujries invited. -o — 

23. DER ZWEITE WELTKRIEQ. Documentary PleaSS SeOCl me the CaSSOtte ? < W/ 

recording of origlnii Hitler war speechea, films, me? me? ^ ^ 

Goebbels. radio, etc. ) 3 p 03 | have checKed off | ® 


THE FRIEDRICH SERIES 

32. SEPARATISM VERSUS NATIONAL UNITY IN 
CANADA (C12C***‘). A prophetic analysis of the 
forces behind Canada's constitutional crisis 
which was broadcast in 1967. This tape cassette 
Includes interesting listeners' comments arid 
reactions. 

33. A GERMAN DEBATES THE ARAB-ISRAELI 
OISPUTEI (C120****). Listen to this blow-by-blow 
replay of the most incredible talkshow ever 
broaWcast in Canada. The presentation culminates 
In a telephone call which was broadcast over the 
air advocating the murder of Christof Friedrich! 

34. “MODERN ART’ (C60"**). A popular and 
famous TV debate designated as a “Special 
Confrontation Edition" by the broadcasting 
networks. Hear Christof Friedrich in his capacity 
as artist, using his nom de plume, against 
Canada's degenerate art crowd. Participants 
included Canada’s leading newspaper art critic, 
an art historian, the head of a pro-Marxist artists' 
union, several curators of art galleries, noted 
artists and sculptors. 

35. U.F.O. PROGRAM (C120"*‘). A fascinating 
give and take by callers from all over the eastern 
United States and Cahada who try to put Christof 
Friedrich in the hotseat in regard to his book, 
"UFOs-NAZI SECRET WEAPON?" The 
controversial nature of this program resulted in 
the firing, ■ blacklisting and subsequent 
persecution of the show's Jewish moderator. 

36. ANTI-GERMAN PROPAGANDA (C120**“). 
Radio and TV appearances by Christof Friedrich 
In defense of truth and justice regarding the 
current campaign of slander and vilification 
which Is being directed agalr^st Germans and 
Germany In the media of Information, 
entertalrrment and education. Christof Friedrich 
exposes the haters. ' 

37. QERMAN-JEWISH DIALOG (C120**“). 
Christof Friedrich Interviews Benjamin Freedman, 
the brilliant Jewish scholar and convert to 
Christianity who reveals for the first time to the 
world his secret meetings with President John F. 
Kennedy and General Douglas MacArthur 
regarding the Jewish Question. Learn from a key 
behind-the-scenes participant how, when and 
where the Rothschilds swindled America into 
World War I! 

39. CHRISTOF FRIEDRICH RUNS FOR PRIME 
MINISTER OF CANADA (C120****). Major 
speeches, press conferences and position 
statements of historical importance. A German 
wants to become prime minister of Canada. 
Fascinating listening. 

All orders must be prepaid by International 
Money Order in U.S. dollars or in cash. Cash 
should be sent by registered or certified mail to 
avoid losses. Please write your order and address 
clearly and ehclose sufficient payment to cover 
postage. Our cassettes are of three types: 

C-80 (one full hour) 

U,S, Se.OOorOM 13.00 ■ 
e-90 (M/2 hours) 

U.S. $10.X or DM 18.X * Postage. 
C-120 (2 full hours) 

U.S. $15.X or DM 28.X + Postage. 
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24. DAS DRITTE REICH (THE THIRD REICH) 

(C80*'**). Major speeches. Hitler, Goebbels. ate., 
events, broadcasts, rallies during the 3rd Reich 

25. JOSEPH QOEBBElS/HERMANN QORINQ. 

(CM****). Their major speeches during the 3rd 
Reich era. Side 1' Dr Goebbels. Side 2: Hermann 
Goring. 

28, PER ITALIA ~ PER IL DUCE (C80****). 

Songs and Marches of Fascist Italy. Inno dl 
Garibaldi. II Teilamento. Dove atl State. La 
Campane da S. Qluito. QlovanI Faaelall. Rataplan 
Dellt VIttorla. La Rillrata. Camerata Richard. 

BaltagiionI M. Lllll Marfan. Fieri Alpini. inno. a 
Roma. Fiachla H Saaao, Flgll Dalli Lupa. La 
Legganda del Plave. 0 Dio dal Clelo. La Penna 
Nera. Tl Saluto vado In Abisatnia. Cartio della 
Vltloria. Rtgglmanto San Marco. Clao Blortdina. 

Glovinazxa. 

28. BEAUTIFUL NAZI MARCHES AND SONGS 
No, 1 (C90'***). Side 1; Badenweiler Marsch. 

MusiKkorps SS Slandarte 42 Flensburg, 

Deutschland Erwache, SA Standarte XII. Sturm 
Norsi Wessel 67/5 with choir, in dem Kampfe um 
dia Haimal. SA Standarte Xll Sturm Horst 
Wessel 67/5 wtin choir. Durch Oroia Berlin 
Merschlaran wfr. S.S, Sturmbann Xil Untergrupbe CITY 
Osi Benin M8rkUche Heide. Wir Sind daa Heer 

vom Hakenkreuz. S A, Standarte 1 Maikowsky §XATE 

29. EXCEPTIONAL NAZI SONGS AND MARCHES. 

(C90****). Side 1; Vom Barralla Schwang dia AMDIINT FNr'I rmFn S 
Fedar. Wtr Sind tfei Qayera; JungvolkmusiKzug u. » 

choir. Klalna Monika. Roaamarle. 

ReichsmuBikzug des RAD. Argonnarwald. 

Muaikkorps 3,Battl,9. Infanterle Regis. With choir,. 

Ltg. Berdisn.Lled ainer Krlegaberlehter Kompinla: 

30. DR. GOEBBELS AND THE THIRD REICH 
(C90****).Sida 1: Wir Tragan den Slibarnan Adler 
am Rock. 2. Dr. Goebbels. His last tragic 
broadcast to Ihe German people before the fall of 
the Third Reich to the allies. 19th April, 1945. 

Deutschland Erwaehel Aut TIafatar Not (From 
Deepest Oitlreas). Sleg Hell du Deulachti 
Vaterland. Daa Oalmark Lied, Egerlinder 
Marechlied, Side 2. Dr. Goebbels opens the huge 
1932 Rally In the Berlin Sportspilast. 2. Volk ene 
Qcwehr. (S.S. Standarte 42). Horst Wessel Lied. 

31. HITLER AND GOEBBELS SPEAK (C90*‘“), 

Side 1, 1. Stormtrooper eonga: BrUdtr In Zechen 
und Qruban (Brothere In Faetorlee and Mlnaa), 

Flieg, deutacha Fahne, Flieg (Fly German banner, 
fly). Deutaohland Voran (Germany Forward). 2. 

Day of National Labor (30th April ■ ist May 1933). 

May night of Hitler Youth and Laagut of German 
Girls In the Rossirappe and Hexentanplatz, Herz. 

Speech by the Hitler Youth Leader, Baldur von 
Schirach. Songs Include: Die Jugend Maraohlert, 

Flamme Empor, Vom Barrette achwtng die Fader 
Song of Ihe Panzer Korpe). Wir alnd daa Hear vom 
Hikenkreui (We are the Army of tha Swastika), 
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SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO; 
NAME^PRJNT) .. 

ADDRESS _„ 


ZIP 


Allow 2-3 weeksfQr bulk orders 

delivery, otherwise add $4.95 for Air Mall Postage. 

GERMAN SECRET WEAPONS 
OF WORLD WAR II 
A remarkable booklet containing 64 
tlluetratlone of the moat amazing 
weapons davlaad by German aclantlats 
in thalr secret underground factorieet 
See German 8uper*tanka, rocketbomba, 
mlnl-aubmarinea, guns designed to 
shoot around corners, aircraft-carrying 
aircraft, and — flying aauceral All these 
exciting Inventions are beautifully 
Illustrated In clear black and white, 
accompanied with highly readable 
descriptive captions. 64 fully-llluatrafted 
pages. $4.00 -f 75$ postage & handling. 


ORDER FROM: SAMISDAT, 206 Carlton St., Toronto, Ontario, Canada MSA 2L1 





‘Commandos L’ in March 1963, prior to mission in which they sank Soviet freighter BAKU in Cuban port. WWII semi-auto antitank gun 
on bow was secured to plywood disk, which was bolted through tire to deck. Tire absorbed heavy recoil of weapon. 

MY FIGHT AGAINST FIDEL 

Tony Cuesta’s Story 
Part I 

by Tony Cuesta 


PROLOGUE 

By Tom Dunkin 

Hair tinged white, the sightless eyes and 
disfigured face concealed by sunglasses, 
the man *s missing lower left arm was not 
noticeable in the warm abrazo at a reu¬ 
nion after 15 years with one of Fidel 
Castro*s deadliest enemies. 

Antonio Cuesta Valle, better known as 
Tony Cuesta, was honored by the local 
press in Miami as Castro's ‘"prize" among 
the first group of political prisoners 
released in October 1978, from Cuban 
prisons. 

Cuesta, a former combatant for Castro, 
went into exile shortly after Castro's 
revolution went sour, and became one of 
his former leader's most implacable op¬ 
ponents. 

Cuesta's Comandos L raiders sweated 
out the October Missile Crisis of 1962, 
JULY/79 


shipwrecked off the Cuban coast, but 
evaded capture and almost miraculously 
survived. On another mission, Cuesta and 
his group bombed the Russian freighter 
Baku off Cabarien on Cuba's north coast, 
as she lay at anchor loading a cargo of 
sugar. That caused considerable unhap¬ 
piness in the Kennedy Administration. It 
also brought seizure of much of Cuesta's 
equipment, including assault boats and a 
mother ship, and considerable quantities 
of arms. It also brought close surveillance 
by U.S. authorities. 

Cuesta kept active, however, until May 
1966, when his small crew, ambushed off 
Havana's coast, left four killed and the 
survivors, including Cuesta, severely 
wounded. 

Originally condemned to die by Castro, 
Cuesta's death sentence was later reduced 


to 30 years in prison. How he endured 
those years, in enemy hands, blind and 
almost helpless, and how his prison mates 
coped with their adversity, is being com¬ 
piled in a book entitled Once Before the 
Last Time, by Cuesta. 

Because of mutual respect engendered 
from our three weeks' association on the 
Baku mission, it has been my privilege to 
read Cuesta's account of his capture, and 
to be invited to write an introduction to 
the completed book. The meaning behind 
his book title, the high cost of patriotism 
to Cuesta and to his associates in their op¬ 
position to former comrade Fidel Castro, 
can best be told in Cuesta's own vivid 
w ords . 

F'oR God’s sake, bring him in! The 
boat’s about to explode!” 
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“I can’t, he weighs too much!” 

I heard voices as if from a distance, 
even though I knew they were next to me. 
My burst ear drums still allowed me to 
hear some sounds. 

When next I regained consciousness, 
my first feeling was an excruciating 
headache, and then tremendous heat. 
Someone was trying to drag me out of the 
water, trying to lift my six-foot-four 
220-pound frame by my hair. 

“Pull him in, grab his belt!” 

Arms gradually pulled me into the boat, 
I was jolted by the knowledge that I had 
fallen into enemy hands. Captured alive! 

Instinctively my left hand searched for 
the 9mm Browning pistol that I carried. 
Something strange — where my hip 
should have been, I only felt empty space 
— did the grenade blow it off? My right 
hand went for the spot: the pistol wasn’t 
there; my military belt was gone also. 
Why didn’t my left hand tell me this? 
Then my right hand felt the wet stump. 
The grenade — 1 was helpless, unarmed, 
and a prisoner. 

I was thrown on deck. My captors were 
fighting for possession of my boots. My 
right hand, also wounded, almost lost a 
finger when they pulled off my gold ring. 
A chain around my neck with a Virgin 
medallion was also torn from me. Some¬ 
one dug into my pockets and pulled out 
$900, and 1 could only think that at least 
they didn’t get my boat. 

Close byj Eugenio was being similarly 
stripped. Without regard to my condition, 
I was tied from head to toe with thick 
rope. I felt sleepy again. The diesel 


pistons’ hammering shook the entire boat. 
I hated that Russian garbage. The Rus¬ 
sian-trained Cuban crewmen had not been 
hard to fight. We had destroyed their for¬ 
mation with a few maneuvers, and tricked 
them into shooting at each other. And we 
accomplished it in a 25-foot boat built 
with our own hands. 

The torpedo boat started on its way. 
Someone who was holding me so that I 
would not fall into the water said, “Pll 
bet anything these cabrones are from the 
CIA. Did you notice their boat?” 

Maybe because of that mistake they 
picked us up from the water, and maybe 
because of the same mistake we were al¬ 
lowed to live. 

I regained consciousness with the feel¬ 
ing I really must be dead. I was shaking 
with cold. The surface on which I was ly¬ 
ing was cold as marble. I was naked. Dead 
men always are naked. 

“Are you allergic to penicillin?” 

“No.” I felt life again. 

“Have you had tetanus shots?” 

“Yes.” 

“You have shrapnel lodged inside your 
abdomen. Do you give us permission to 
operate?” 

Under those circumstances my auth¬ 
orization seemed ludicrous. 

“Do whatever the hell you want.” I felt 
the gas mask... 

“Eugenio, where is Eugenio?” 

“There is no Eugenio here. You are 
alone.” The voice was my nurse. 

I don’t know how long I was uncon¬ 
scious, I suppose several days. Later I 
discovered that the enormous incision in 


my abdomen had been sutured only skin- 
deep, the muscles left severed. They 
thought I would not live through it. 

I felt terrible pain in the stump of my 
left arm, in my abdomen, and in my chest. 
But my eyes hurt more intensely, as if 
someone had mixed sand and salt and 
poured it into the sockets. But I was aware 
of where I was and could not complain 
before my captors. 

As days went by, I slowly recovered. 
Doctors, nurses and orderlies treated me 
well. My ears still hurt, but I could hear 
better. I found I was in the naval hospital, 
in a private room. No one was allowed to 
enter or to leave without authorization by 
armed guards who stood at the door. 

And I still didn’t know whether 
Eugenio was dead or alive. 

Then one day, an unknown voice asked 
me, “Are you in any condition to give a 
statement?” 

I answered him, “Who are you?” 

“I am an investigative officer with Na¬ 
tional Security.” 

“I’ll give you a statement. My name is 
Antonio Cuesta, head of Comandos L.” 

“Tony Cuesta? No! Impossible! Why 
would the leader join a combat mission?” 

“I’m not a homebody. This isn’t the 
only mission that I have led; in fact, I’ve 
been at the front of my men in all the mis¬ 
sions that we accomplished.” 

The voice said, “You’re exhausted. It’s 
better we finish some other day.” 

I insisted upon continuing the inter¬ 
rogation but he courteously refused. He 
still needed more background informa¬ 
tion in order to conduct a full-scale in- 



Refueling from 55 gallon drums hidden In Key Largo area of Florida Keys. Commandos L personnel are in good spirits while boat 
owner (left) appears distressed^he has just learned craft will be used in raid against Castro! 


68 SOLDIER OF FORTDIVE 


JULY/79 





Ramon Font, Cuesta’s deputy, mans anthtank gun. He led raid on BAKU. “L” strike force zipped into Cuban harbor 
at over 50mph, peppering freighter deck and hull with FN and 20mm cannon fire. Commandos then placed 52 lb 
Pentollte bomb against hull and departed rapidly. Ensuing blast blew 8x10 foot hole in BAKU, which sank in harbor. 
Cannon fire pierced hull and destroyed turbines. 


vestigation. Before he left, I was tempted 
to ask him about Eugenio, but held my¬ 
self. 

The idea that I was the only survivor 
took over my thoughts. Not having blown 
myself to bits along with my boat hurt 
more than the shrapnel in my eyes. The 
seat and my heavy, loose, storm jacket 
must have shielded me from part of the 
explosion's force. 

I couldn’t leave the bed. My hand was 
seriously wounded and I had to be fed. 1 
tried to ease my mind by thinking about 
my children. I thought about the organ¬ 
ization. What could it be doing? And I 
was in enemy hands. Why not finish what 
the grenade had started? 

I contemplated suicide, but suicide is 
for cowards. The grenade was different, 
that was combat. Now it would be cowar¬ 
dice. Even if I wanted it, should I? They 
watched me day and night, even though I 
could bafely move my body. 

Oh, if I could only kill one of the 
guards. That wouldn’t be suicide, that 
would be fighting. If I only knew how 
rttaiiy stories high my room was, and 
where the balcony was — I’ll soon regain 
my strength. I’ll find the balcony. I only 
have to grab one of these monkeys by the 
neck and if we are high enough, that will 
end everything. 

That thought obsessed me at all hours. 
One night while I was evaluating the pos¬ 
sibilities of achieving my obsession, I 
prayed to God for the first time since that 

terrible morning - “Oh, God, help 

me, what should I do?” The voice of my 
nurse interrupted my prayer. 


“Antonio, would you mind if I were to 
read aloud? I want Lola to hear this 
novel, since she can’t read.” 

Lola was the clean-up girl. I answered 
that it wouldn’t bother me at all. The 
nurse had edways treated me kindly. 

As expected, it was a Russian novel 
about the life of a Communist hero. I was 
so bored and so eager to find distraction 
that I began to listen. The nurse read two 
to three hours every night. The last chap¬ 
ter had a surprise for me: the hero is 
wounded by a bullet, paralyzed and grad¬ 
ually starts to lose his sight. In spite of all 
these mishaps, sitting in his wheelchair, he 
attains more victories then he did sitting 
on his warhorse. At the end, completely 
blind, he dictates the book that earned 
him the highest laurels awarded in the 
Communist world. 

Without knowing it, that nurse had 
opened up a new horizon for me: light, 
true light, the kind not perceived through 
the eyes but through understanding, 
reached me. I remembered that it was 
while I was asking God for guidance that 
the nurse had asked my permission to 
read the book. I thanked God for show¬ 
ing me the way through this woman’s 
mouthing of enemy words. The word, 
“enemy,” triggered something inside me, 
and interrupted my thoughts of God. 

I thought to myself, “Sure, but the 
blind man in the novel lived among 
friends. He had sympathy. Everyone did 
everything possible to gladden his last 
days. But I am mutilated, blind, sick and 
among my worst enemies.” 


Almost instantly, a voice spoke within 
me, “That’s right, but don’t forget, the 
Communists didn’t have God.” 

When I regained strength and knew 
where the balcony was, I didn’t want to 
follow my earlier plan. I was ready for the 
longer and more difficult battle of life 
ahead, I understood the truth that it is 
more difficult to live for your country 
than to die for it. Later, I had the great 
happiness of learning that Eugenio was 
recuperating not far from me, on another 
floor. 

Foolishness, if successful, is called 
courage. If unsuccessful, it remains fool¬ 
ishness. A thought kept nagging me: I 
must have made a mistake that night. If, 
instead of minutely exploring the landing 
site, and then remaining there to cover 
those who had debarked to go inland, I 
had left immediately, they never would 
have intercepted me. 

An analysis of our previous successful 
expeditions led to the following conclu¬ 
sion: in that unequal fight it was not the 
Comandos L who were defeated, but that 
hesitating super power that denied us 
sanctuary and forced us to use remote and 
inadequate training bases. It was this 
power that used all its strength to prevent 
us from using weapons bought with pa¬ 
triotic effort, and forced us to fight al¬ 
most barehanded a common enemy. All 
with the purpose of avoiding complica¬ 
tions. At peace with myself after that 
realization, I began recalling the details of 
that last expedition. 
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Our 25-foot boat rocked gently under 
the northwest breeze. A short distance 
from the bow our sea anchor’s gray cone 
was visible in the crystal clear waters. We 
had to drift as little as possible and keep 
Bimini latitude, 20 miles from shore, well 
into international waters and there 
rendezvous with the “innocent” fishing 
boat due to arrive from the east. Our twin 
210-horsepower Chrysler engines were 
still. 1 looked at the marine gonimeter, [a 
radio receiver used to determine the 
angular direction of incoming radio 
signals.] It was 7:30 a.m. Earlier that mor¬ 
ning we had left Miami and had crossed 
the Gulf Stream without incident. And 
now we waited. 

Of all aboard, 1 alone was awake. Soft 
swaying waves and Cuban music from the 
portable radio acted as an hypnotic. We 
were not listening to the Cuban radio sta¬ 
tion for our enjoyment. Or to gratify our 
nostalgia; it served a more practical pur¬ 
pose: the radio waves were retransmitted 
by our own radio equipment, using a Can¬ 
adian frequency. Our signal, upon being 
scanned by the fishing boat speeding 
toward us, would act as an electronic 
beacon, enabling the boat’s radio 
goniometer to pinpoint our location. 

My crew was three men and one wom¬ 
an. Caridad was an attractive brunette 
and mother of two. She was young, a 
seasoned veteran in the art of making our 
expeditions look like any other pleasure 
cruise. She had been with our organiza¬ 
tion several years. Her pretty silk scarf 
and tailored pants would not be with us 
much longer. 

In the forecabin were Roberto and 
Guillermo. I watched Roberto yawn, 
scratch his belly, then get up and step out 
onto the deck area. He approached me 
with a worried look. 

“Listen, Tony,” he said in a low voice 
so as not to awaken Caridad, “I’m about 
to shit my pants. What do I do?” 

“You shouldn’t have stuffed yourself 
so much last night before leaving,’’ 1 smil¬ 
ed. In our boats, we couldn’t afford the 
luxury of a head. “Take the mask, jump 
overboard and feed the fish. If Cari wakes 
up, 1*11 tell her that I sent you down to 
check the bottom and the propellers.” 

Roberto Anta had just turned 19 years 
old. He had already taken part in several 
missions. His military training started 
while he was a student and continued later 
in our secret and remote bases. He had 
been born in Ciego de Avila and in 1960 
went into exile. A few months after his ar¬ 
rival in Florida, his father died and Rober¬ 
to found himself the head of a family 
composed of his mother and his sister, 
two years younger. In spite of numerous 
difficulties, he managed to work, to re¬ 
ceive military training, and to continue his 
studies. He worked tirelessly as a truck 
driver and saved his money with admir¬ 
able self-denial in order to leave his family 
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some support during the upcoming cam¬ 
paign that would last several months. 

Roberto climbed back aboard, smiling 
as usual. 

I called out to him, “Roberto, wake up 
Eugenio and tell him to start inflating the 
raft. You take care of breakfast. Our 
meeting will take place soon.” 

Eugenio Zaldivar Cardenas was 20 
years old and from a very prominent fam¬ 
ily in the province of Camaguey. His fam¬ 
ily had come to Miami early in 1960. Like 
Roberto, Eugenio joined the student seg¬ 
ment of the organization- His behavior 
had always been excellent, even under 
enemy fire. 

Roberto finished preparing breakfast: 
orange juice, evaporated milk, instant 
coffee and sandwiches. At the prospect of 
breakfast the small crew came alive. We 
all had good appetites, but Guillermo ate 
like a famished animal. His 17-year-oId 
body, at six feet and 180 pounds, required 
an exorbitant amount of fuel. 

Guillermo Alvarez Sanchez, from 
Oriente Province, was our youngest crew 
member. Like the others, he became an 
exile in 1960 when his family sought 
asylum in the United States. His excep¬ 
tional physical condition, discipline, and 
attitude earned him highest honors during 
basic training. Even though he was only 
15 when he joined, we had no choice but 
to accept him in our ranks, and use him in 
rearguard operations. Guillermo had not 
failed at any task, and now he looked for¬ 
ward to his first action. Unforeseen cir¬ 
cumstances left me no choice but to in¬ 
clude him .in this mission. 

It had all started several days before. 
Our only War of Independence exile. 
General Generoso Campos Marquetti, 
had recently died in Washington, where 
he had traveled to celebrate with Congress 
the anniversary of Cuban Independence 
and the end of the Spanish-American 
War. General Marquetti was the only one 
among us alive at the time of that historic 
event and he had been asked to give a 
speech at the celebration. The invitation 
had arrived when freedom fighter Mar¬ 
quetti, affectionately known as 
“Mambi,” was near his 100th birthday, 
and suffering from cancer, which kept' 
him in severe pain bordering on coma. He 
had insisted on personally answering the 
invitation. Drawing from his iron will, the 
dying general proudly carried himself 
through the functions. In homage, the 
American government authorized his 
burial at Arlington. But someone propos¬ 
ed that our general would have preferred 
inaugurating a cemetery for Cuban exiles 
in the Miami area. 

Cuban exiles may never witness another 
May 20th like the one we celebrated that 
year. Thousands of Cubans living in 
Miami and many from distant places came 
to pay their last respects to General Mar¬ 
quetti, and we were among his friends 
who acted as the honor guard. Guillermo 


had been with us. As we left the funeral 
home, I observed his emotional reaction. 

I put my arm around his shoulders, and 
asked him, “What’s wrong with you? Did 
the old man impress you?*’ 

“Yes,” he answered, “He impressed 
me so much that I swore to him that I 
would never give up the fight and that 1 
would become a general, too. Do you 
think I’ll make it?” 

I was deeply moved but managed to 
conceal it. “Don’t worry. You are young 
and we have many years of struggle ahead 
of us. Of course you’ll be a general!” 

“But, Tony, why don’t you let me go 
with you on the next trip? You say it’s not 
a very important mission and ’’ 

I stopped him, “I told you 1 already 
have a full crew. Forget it this time; in a 
few months you’ll be asking me to give 
you a break From all the fighting,’’ I took 
him to a soda shop. 

The departure date had to be at the end 
of the month; we had no alternative. On 
that trip, we wouldn’t carry artillery, nor 
search for any engagement. Our mission 
was to. infiltrate two men somewhere 
along the Havana coast. We had already 
established the coast’s vulnerability in 
previous missions. This mission was in 
coordination with the Cuban Representa¬ 
tion in Exile (RECE). The infiltration had 
been attempted twice before but without 
my having taken part because of other 
duties. 

My more experienced men were on 
bases in foreign countries. My second-in- 
command, Ramon Font, was directing the 
general repair work of our mother ship in 
a remote shipyard in Fajardo, Puerto 
Rico, more than 1,000 miles from Miami. 
Because of that, our fastest boats, ex¬ 
plosives, and heavy artillery were not 
available to us in that fatal month of May. 

Immediately after their earlier aborted 
attempts, the two infiltrators, Herminio 
and Armando, used every kind of argu¬ 
ment to talk me into taking them next 
time. I had good reason to refuse. My 
own obligations and responsibilities were 
numerous. In addition, the only available 
boat in Miami was waiting for two more 
powerful engines that would allow us to 
outrun the fast Cuban gunboats. The few 
available men, though young, were brave 
and experienced. 1 was counting on hav¬ 
ing with me Eduardo Baez, a few years my 
senior, who had been a brilliant swimmer. 
We had swum together at the Olympic 
Games, and had nurtured a friendship 
through the years. This time we would 
again compete, shoulder to shoulder, but 
under very different circumstances. If we 
won, there would be no medals, and los¬ 
ing could not be contemplated. 

Herminio Diaz had been involved in po¬ 
litics all his life. He fought with Castro 
against the Batista regime and Castro had 
named him security chief of the Havana 
Riviera Hotel. Herminio left Cuba in 
1963. Our relationship was young lived, 
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but full of understanding. Although he 
was over 40 years old, he was slender and 
in excellent condition; he ran more than 
one hour every morning, and had quit 
smoking in order to invest the money in 
ammunition to maintain his aim. His 
plans were extremely risky, but his mind 
was made up. 

The existence of a definite date was 
complicating matters. The moon was go¬ 
ing to be full, and it had been announced 
that the Communist troops were about to 
be mobilized- We were not excessively 
worried about the latter, since we had suc¬ 
cessfully accomplished missions in pre¬ 
vious locations under similar circum¬ 
stances. Herminio demanded that I help 
him, and I could not refuse. 

It was essential to the operation for the 
infiltrators to go to one of our bases out¬ 
side U.S. territory. There they would be 
supplied with weapons and with necessary 
equipment. This way the U.S. would not 
violate its neutrality, and would continue 
to welcome Cubans who would help us. 

On May 28, 1966, the last preparations 
were made for the voyage. Then some¬ 
thing happened out of our control, which 
affected our destiny. Eduardo’s mother- 
in-law died. The fact he lived with his wife 
and daughter eliminated him as a 
member. I had difficulty convincing him 
that it was impossible to wait 48 hours to 
take care of funeral arrangements. 

I substituted Raul Manduley for Eduar¬ 
do. Raul was 24 years old but, despite his 
youth, was the founder of the bases that 
trained men for the ill-fated Bay of Pigs 
invasion. Although Raul had recently 
been married, we were sure he would 
abandon his honeymoon to go on the ex¬ 
pedition. When Guillermo heard of my in¬ 
tentions, he argued that it wasn’t neces¬ 
sary to bother Raul, as he could take 
Raul’s place. I had to exercise my author¬ 
ity to get him to look for the newlyweds. I 
asked Eugenio to accompany him. I was 
afraid Guillermo’s bellicose ardor would 
prevent him from finding Raul. 

After several hours, Eugenio and Guil¬ 
lermo returned and told me they had been 
unable to locate Raul. He was nowhere to 
be found. 

I needed four men for the mission, not 
counting the infiltrators. Guillermo also 
knew this and pressured me, assuring me 
that if I did not take him, he would leave 
our organization and go to Cuba with the 
first group who tried to infiltrate the 
island to establish guerrilla fronts. I knew 
that there were plenty of demigods in exile 
who would gladly furnish him with a rifle 
and an armband. The youngster used such 
firm, determined language that I had to 
accept his efficient, mature character. 
And, after all, this would be an evasive 
maneuver and a simple infiltration mis¬ 
sion. 

“Tony, I think that’s Chencho’s boat,’’ 
said Eugenio, handing me the binoculars. 

I recognized the black patch at the top of 
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the sail which helped us identify him at 
great distance. My watch said 9:30 a.m. 

They had arrived at the agreed hour. I 
gave orders to pull the storm anchor and 
move the boat to shorten the distance be¬ 
tween us. In a few minutes were were 
alongside the other vessel. 

Herminio and Armando, still inside the 
fishing boat, handed us a beach bag and 
helped Caridad board the other boat be¬ 
fore jumping into our boat. We exchang¬ 
ed remarks with Chencho and his crew, 
and separated. Someone had left a long 
box heavily wrapped in nylon in the aft- 
cabin. 

Herminio and Armando made them¬ 
selves comfortable while I synchronized 
the engines at 2,300 rpm, the equivalent of 
30 knots. I set course and handed over the 
controls to Eugenio. 

“Wake me up an hour after we pass 
Orange Key.’’ A calm sea enabled me to 
sleep comfortably in the forecabin. 


At 2 p.m,, I heard Guillermo’s voice, 
“Eugenio says that we have passed 
Orange. He wants to know what to do 
now.” 

“We’ll eat lunch.’’ 

Later I took over the controls. The 
wind changed from south to southwest. 
Until that moment, only Herminio and I 
knew our destination. When I changed 
course, the men asked me almost in 
chorus where the hell we were going: 

“We’re going to take a stroll along the 
Malecon.’’ By changing our course so 
radically, we accomplished two objec¬ 
tives: first, we confused the Communist 
agents in Miami and U.S. vigilance; sec¬ 
ond, we would arrive in Havana from the 
east, not from the north, as usually ex¬ 
pected. This would confuse their radar 
operators. By the time they learned of our 
strategem, we would be gone. 

A short time later, we took down the 
vinyl top to increase our field of vision. At 



An Intent Cueeta supervises filtering of fuel on attack craft prior to BAKU raid. Commandos L 
was most famous of militant anti*Castro groups. Author Dunkin accompanied operation to 
point where attack boat left mother ship. 
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dusk, I stopped the engines and ordered 
the last checks and preparations. We scru¬ 
tinized the engines, changed the enormous 
gas filters, tested our batteries and alter¬ 
nators, and checked our fuel reserve. Our 
powerful bailing pumps were in perfect 
condition. We were proud of our vessel, 
almost totally built by us. The perfor¬ 
mance that we required could not be ex¬ 
pected from a conventional boat. 

Armando opened his innocent-looking 
beach bag and checked its contents: 12 
hand grenades, two 9mm Brownings and 
a submachine gun with magazines. There 
were two silenced Berettas. The rest of the 
space was taken up with plastic explosives 
and time fuses. 

At the same time, Roberto was check¬ 
ing our meager arsenal. It included one 
fAL automatic rifle with 25 magazines, a 
shortened Ml carbine with 3300 rounds. I 
had my Browning pistol, a 12-gauge shot¬ 
gun, and we had eight fragmentation gre¬ 
nades and two rockets with launchers. 

After checking weapons, we devoured 
the rest of the food and drank huge quan¬ 
tities of coffee. From there on, we would 
have to keep our eyes open and be alert, 

I was forced to drop our speed down to 
25 knots in order not to arrive too early. I 
adjusted course to due west. When we had 
traveled a short while, Armando ap¬ 
proached me. I could tell he wanted to 
talk, so I gave the controls to Eugenio. 

Armando and I went aft., He spoke over 
the roar of our engines. “Tony, I don’t 
want to sound melodramatic, but maybe 
later we won’t have time to talk. When 
you go back, I want you to tell Sonia that 
my last thought before setting foot on 
Cuban soil was about her. Tell her I will 
do everything I can to return quickly.” He 
stopped momentarily. ‘‘Tell her that if I 
have bad luck, I want her to forget me. I 
don’t want her to suffer for me.” I pro¬ 
mised to deliver his message. 

I had always thought that a full moon 
was the most beautiful sight anyone could 
behold. But when 1 fj^und myself turned 
overnight into a commando, I learned to 
despise it for its potential for exposure. 
Bright moonlight hampered our best wea¬ 
pon, surprise. The bright, almost full 
moon rising over the stern filled me with 
misgivings. 

Instinctively, I adjusted our course a bit 
south. I knew we were nearing our target 
area and I was expecting to see the Morro 
Lighthouse any minute. As I had calcu¬ 
lated, we didn’t wait long. The lighthouse 
came into sight over port. Its familiar ra¬ 
diance warmed me. 

No further use for the compass. I knew 
exactly where we were and an infinite 
number of fishing vessels all around us 
forced us to change course continously in 
order not to be discovered. 

I raised our speed to 30 knots and 
ordered the men battle ready. Minutes 
counted; what we had to do had to be 
done efficiently and without hesitation. 
At eight miles from the Morro, I aimed 
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the bow towards Jaimanitas Beach, where 
we would attempt to drop our men. The 
coastline highway that skirts Havana was 
a dark and eerie sight. Most of the mer¬ 
cury lamps were out, and though it was 
only 10 p.m., there were hardly any auto¬ 
mobiles at a time when they had been nu¬ 
merous in years past. The great hotels rose 
ghostlike with, at most, one lit window in 
each floor. Havana was so dark you 
almost had to run into it to see it. It was as 
if its citizens wanted to hide their misery 
and sadness from visitors. 

Now we were very close to shore and I 
turned on my navigational lights in hope 
of being confused with a local vessel. I 
slowed down and began searching for a 
drop site. Our initial decision had been the 
area between Biriato and the Club Nau- 
tico. Our nonchalance, slowly cruising 
along the shore, allowed us to observe 
several patrol vehicles. We discarded any 
further consideration of that area and 
turned to find the first spot where we 
could safely drop our men. They needed 
only to telephone fast. The rest was up to 
their luck. In case they should run into a 
patrol, they had the silenced M3. 

We decided that the infiltration Would 
be easier in a populated area, where the 
risk would be concentrated for only a few 
minutes around the debarking process, 
and where land transportation could be 
secured more easily. We scanned the 
Nautico neighborhood but didn’t like 
what we saw. We cruised in front of the 
famous Barrilito Bar, but its water was 
too shallow for our draft. We agreed to 
try the wide, sparsely populated area of 
Monte Barreto. 

Then I saw a clear, favorable spot in the 
middle of the mangroves. I shut off one 
engine and restarted it, then repeated the 
process with the other. Satisfied with their 
responsiveness, I stopped them 150 yards 
from shore. We cast our anchor on the 
rocky bottom. 

The soft northern breeze soon stretched 
our anchor line as we drifted closer to 
land. Our bow pointed north with our 
stern closest to shore to facilitate debark¬ 
ing. We said very little. Every one knew 
his part by heart, from long preparation. 
Eugenio and Roberto silently launched 
the rubber raft, then stripped down to 
black tank suits. 

Guillermo would stay with me where I 
could best protect him. He held our 
automatic rifle. In contrast to the rest of 
us, Herminio and Armando were dressed 
in fashionable sports clothes. They wore 
baseball caps because someone had men¬ 
tioned that it would be easy to believe that 
the handbag they carried contained base¬ 
ball equipment. I asked them to sit down 
while we checked the final details. 

My watch said 10:02 p.m. I wanted to 
explore for 15 minutes. Our hearing, dull¬ 
ed by the constant roar of the boat’s 
engines, was regaining sensitivity. No 
noises came from shore. Through binoc¬ 
ulars, I searched every rock or bush that 


could have hidden the enemy, but found 
nothing, to our right was the ancient 
black shadow of the Comodorro Hotel. 
Far ahead we could see the dome of Jesus 
de Miramar. 

I looked around and wondered at the 
water’s crystalline beauty under bright 
moonlight. I could see the rocky bottom’s 
every detail. Then fear came. Although 
our boat was painted dull grey-blue and 
all its chrome covered with black tape, we 
were clearly visible in the bright 
moonlight. But we had no alternative 
course of action; we had to follow 
through. I decided to take extreme 
precautions. 

Before a man could join our comman¬ 
dos, he had to submit to rigorous training 
as a frogman at marine demolition. 

I whispered to Roberto, “Kick up and 
down that beach and go inland at least 
one block.” Roberto went into the water 
and swam toward shore. He paralleled the 
coastline for a considerable distance. 
Later, through my binoculars, I saw him 
climb the reef and get lost in the 
undergrowth. 

He came back as quietly as he left and 
whispered to me, “I went in over a block 
and didn’t see a soul. Everything is 
quiet.” 

The moment of truth had arrived. I 
took a nylon envelope with precise in¬ 
structions . for the return trip, should 
anything happen to me, out of a water¬ 
proof compartment. I handed the 
envelope to Eugenio, and gave 10,000 
Cuban pesos to Herminio. Herminio and 
I embraced, and he said, “Not to worry. 
We’re going to hit them hard. Make sure 
it’s you who’s going to come back to pick 
us up.” 

The original plan had been to drop the 
two men off and to return immediately to 
Miami. As I saw them prepare to leave, I 
decided I would wait until they were safely 
ashore. If those men were willing to walk 
into the lion’s mouth, the least I could do 
would be to wait in order to afford them 
an opportunity to escape, should any 
complications arise ashore. 

We synchronized our watches. “Listen 
to me, Herminio, and don’t argue. I will 
wait here 30 minutes after you have gone: 
to be precise, until H o’clock. Eugenio 
has a walkie-talkie. Use it only in case of 
emergency.” 

I helped Herminio and Armando 
aboard the raft and watched them slowly 
move toward shore. The raft was con¬ 
nected to our boat by a heavy nylon rope 
that fed from a spool anchored in the aft 
deck. This was a precautionary umbilical 
cord. 

As Eugenio and Roberto were about to 
start pushing the raft ashore, I gave them 
their last-minute instructions. Set the time 
fuse of the rockets for 11 o’clock, in case 
of difficulties. The rockets had two 
detonating systems; one was immediate 
and the other gave a one-hour delay. The 
former was for combat because of its 
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From left to right: Ramon Font, Tony Cuesta and wife Carmen. Font was second in command of famous, non-CIA anti-Castro 
organization, Commandos L. Was in Puerto Rico establishing new operational base when Cuesta was captured. Ail three now 
reside in Miami. 

directional use; the latter method allowed 
us to use them as a diversionary tactic. 

The time was 10:32. We settled down 
for the longest half-hour of our lives, our 
only activity an anguished wait. Suddenly, 
as if the show had been prearranged for 11 
p.m., as the minute hand approached the 
hour, the night turned into blinding 
daylight, under illuminating flares. As 
tiny parachutes held the sputtering lights 
high above, we stopped counting time by 
minutes or seconds and measured it by the 
beating of our hearts. Many more flares 
followed the first group, turning night in¬ 
to brightest day. We heard the burst of 
automatic weapons, and the thunder of 
grenades, but still we could not 
distinguish what was happening ashore. 

Then our situation offshore became 
serious. To our left, from behind the 
seawall of Chateau Miramar, tracers from 
a four-barrel 50-calibef machine gun flew 
scarcely one foot over my head, i knew 
the end had come. With the engines off, 
and anchored, we could do nothing to 
avoid being blown out of the water when, 
in a few seconds, the machine-gunner 
depressed the elevation of his fire. 

(End of Part One) 
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COMBAT IN LEBANON 

Continued from page 45 

of the Military Command, Matulla, 
Israel. 

During my visit to the front I saw no 
direct evidence of foreign volunteers 
fighting with the Christian Arabs, al¬ 
though more recent reports out of the 
United States have indicated that Euro¬ 
pean volunteers have been seen in action 
with this embattled group. 

In spite of difficulties and odds that ap¬ 
peared almost insurmountable at first 
glance, elan among the Christian forces 
was good whether in the strongholds or 
doing guard duty among the settlements. 
There was always a smile and a wisecrack 
that usually involved some form of 
translation. 

If a Palestinian terrorist was killed near 
a Christian position, the men would level 
blows to gain possession of the dead in¬ 
surgent’s Kalashnikov, probably the most 
highly prized souvenir of the war. Most of 
the weapons used by the Christian forces 
include the full gambit issued by NATO 
countries, including FN-7s, 62s, G-3s, 
MAGs, M-16s, and a variety of automatic 
equipment from Britain, France, 
Belgium, Spain, the United States, and 
elsewhere. 

At the same time I found the level of 
bitterness ran deep. Many Arab forces 
facing them across the way in Fatahland 
were regarded as blood brothers until 
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hostilities began; Christians and Arabs 
had grown up together, shared the same 
hopes and fears, often married into the 
same families. Islam destroyed all that 
and now these combatants are bitter and 
their sense of vengeance for friends lost is 
boundless. 

It is a fact that without Israeli interven¬ 
tion very few prisoners are taken except 
for the purpose of extracting information. 

So the war — often laced with bitter, re¬ 
sentful acrimony — continues. 

Relations between the United Nations 
forces on the one hand and Israelis and 
Christians on the other, hardly reflect the 
impartial view that this so-called “uncom¬ 
mitted’’ world body is supposed to hold. 
Some Israeli sources are openly critical of 
the pro-Arab stance taken by many of the 
UN contingents. Here the French, Niger¬ 
ians, Ghanaians, Senegalese, Irish, Nor¬ 
wegians, and Swedes have been singled 
out as bending over backwards to appease 
the Palestinians; perhaps, it is said in 
some quarters, because they are scared of 
them! 

Because there is soon likely to be a sec¬ 
ond UN peace-keeping force in operation 
in southern Africa in 1979 (South West 
Africa/Namibia) the role of this organiza¬ 
tion bears scrutiny in the period that they 
have been operational, almost a year by 
the time this article appears in print. 

There is no doubt that most Israelis 
regard the majority of UN troops with 
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contempt, for their record in the Middle 
East, to date, has been dismal. As one of 
them phrased it: “Where you have United 
Nations forces you have Arab terrorism.” 

Part of the problem is compounded by 
the fact that all leave taken by United Na¬ 
tions armies in the Middle East is spent in 
Israel. A weekend’s R and R will encom¬ 
pass a day in Jerusalem and perhaps a day 
along the coast north of. Haifa. There 
have been many instances where UN sol¬ 
diers have made a point of mixing only 
with Israeli Arabs in a bid to show 
solidarity with ^e anti-Israeli cause. 

On the forthcoming United Nations 
role in South West Africa/Namibia, one 
Israeli colonel said: 

“Bewar^ of the embrace of this UN 
beast. It could be fatal.” Asked to 
elaborate he answered: “Have a good 
look about you in South Lebanon. That 
will answer your question.” 

During my tour through southern Le¬ 
banese UNIFIL positions, many of the 
observations were disturbing. A few of 
the stories to come out of this region in 
the past eight or 10 months are already 
legendary. 

The first contact made by the Swedish 
contingent — since moved to the “softer” 
military zone in Sinai, adjoining the Canal 
— was a total disaster that raised ques¬ 
tions in the Swedish Parliament. It goes 
like this: 

Shortly after the Israeli Litani opera¬ 
tion, the first batch of UN troops was 
taken into South Lebanon to separate the 
opposing forces. One of the tasks assigned 
the Swedes was to establish themselves on 
the Litani River in the shadow of the 
historic Crusader ruin, Fort Beaufort, 
now in Palestinian hands. The Israeli 
commander of the region argued with his 
Swedish counterpart, a colonel, that this 
could not be done without the men com¬ 
ing under PLO fire. 

The Swede was adamant. He would go 
in with five truckloads of Swedish soldiers 
and 12 UN flags, about 60 men in all. All 
he asked fpr was six Israeli sappers to 
clear the landmines. This was granted. For 
good measure the Israeli commander ac¬ 
companied the colonel; the southern La- 
banese had already been instructed to fire 
on the fort with artillery the moment they 
opened up on.the column. 

The colonel and his men got to within a 
few hundred meters of Fort Beaufort be¬ 
fore the Palestinians let fly. Within a 
minute every Swedish soldier with the ex¬ 
ception of the colonel had dropped his 
equipment and taken for the hills. Many 
had also left their weapons behind on the 
trucks. All that was left in the approach 
area were the two officers — the Swede 
and the Israeli — as well as the six Israeli 
sappers who promptly returned fire. 

At a press conference at Metulla later in 
the day the Swedish colonel wept openly 
when the story was recounted. 

During my visit, there was an incident 
involving Norwegian troops that is also 


likely to go down in the annals of Middle 
East military history. 

Ensconsed in a rocky position near the 
Litani River, a Norwegian detachment 
was attacked one evening by a large force 
of Palestinian irregulars. Had they not 
retaliated, it is likely that the Norwegian 
position would have been overrun. 

As it happened, several of the attacking 
Palestinians were killed but the Norweg¬ 
ians suffered only light casualties; at least 
their position remained intact. 

The highlight of this incident came the 
following morning. Five Norwegian sol¬ 
diers were casevaced out of the area as a 
result of mental breakdowns. Two were 
later flown back to Norway in strait- 
jackets, screaming they had “killed 
children.” The Norwegian commander of 
the area, in answer to a question on the 
event, replied that the result was in¬ 
evitable: “My boys are not accustomed to 
the sight of blood.” 

Questions were also raised in the Nor¬ 
wegian Parliament about this little epi- 
5 ode. 

As far as South West Africa is concern¬ 
ed, it is interesting that the entire UN con¬ 
tingent in Lebanon numbers roughly 
8,000 men. Of these, however, only 2,000 
are fully operational in a combatant sense. 
The rest are all involved in supply, lo¬ 
gistics, administration, medics, etc. In 
contrast, the Israelis used almost 25,000 
men in their Litani operation; one of the 
results of their withdrawal and inadequate 
UN forces on the ground is that the area 
formerly cleared of Palestinians has now 
been thoroughly infiltrated by the enemy 
once again. 

Judging by what one sees.in the opera¬ 
tional area, it is not entirely certain 
whether some UN commanders are aware 
of the task facing them. The Ghanaian 
unit, for instance, arrived in the Sinai 
desert last year, at the height of a Mediter¬ 
ranean summer dressed in trench coats 
and Wellington boots. The Iranian troops 
were disarmed by their officer following 
disturbances in the ranks; they were later 
replaced by Nigerians. 

The Irish, a sorry, drunken lot at the 
best of times, are said to have more cases 
of whiskey in their supply trucks than 
cases of ammunition. 

Most African forces are ill-prepared for 
as sophisticated an operation as the one 
launched in South Lebanon. This has 
been proved by recent actions taken by the 
PLO who play jungle noises on powerful 
stereo sets to the Nigerians at night to 
keep them cowering in their tents while 
they try to infiltrate Israeli border posi¬ 
tions. 

The severe winter had also brought 
problems in its wake. Not content to sleep 
in tents provided by their respective 
governments, several UN forces — not¬ 
ably the French and the Irish — have 
taken to turning Lebanese civilians out of 
their homes for the purpose of providing 
the men with additional comfort. 


General Erskine was heard to comment 
after some of the Lebanese complained: 
“Those poor fellows cannot sleep in tents 
in winter.” 

Then there was the incident — also 
reported in the press — where an Irish ma¬ 
jor was “assaulted” at the UN South 
Lebanon Headquarters base at Nakura by 
a 10-year-old boy. A formal complaint 
was lodged by the Ghanaian commarider- 
in-chief to Major Hadat. It appears 
(details not given) that the youngster bit 
the major on the breast, causing a wound 
that needed 10 stitches. It is said that the 
Arab boy was in the major’s tent at the 
time. 

What is significant about the UN opera¬ 
tion to date are the casualties suffered by 
the peace-keeping force. During my visit, 
UN forces had taken several dozen casiial- 

fies including 14 killed, all of them^ 

o perations in the Litani area. It was 

pointed out by an Israeli liaison offi^ 

t hat the UN forces had not suffered a 

single casualty at the han Hs nf elthey 

C Tinstian Lebanese or Israelis. 

“Every drop of blood that has been 
spilt among UN troops comes as a result 
of Palestinian action, which is probably 
one of the reasons why the UN soldiers 
are so scared of the PLO and their allies.” 

The role of the French force has been 
particularly disturbing to some observers. 
Those who remember the crack French 
Les Paras who played sterling roles in a 
string of minor wars in Africa and South¬ 
east Asia, will hardly be impressed when 
first contact is made with the Elysses 
military representative in South Lebanon. 

In the words of one correspondent 
“they’re as pro-PLO as they are anti- 
Israeli ... so much so that it almost looks 
like it’s part of official policy.” 

. It has been reported officially on several 
occasions that French troops avoid con¬ 
tact with the PLO wherever possible, 
which is one of the reasons why the 
French sector is regarded by the in¬ 
surgents as a preferred infiltration area en 
route to Israel. 

Ma’alot in Israel’s Upper Galilee, twice 
attacked by PLO terrorists in recent 
months, is directly opposite the French 
sector in southern Lebanon. 

In contrast, there are several UN con¬ 
tingents who are doing a fine job in 
separating the warring factions. Among 
these is a Gurkha airborne battalion that 
was originally trained in high altitude war¬ 
fare by Israeli instructors. Their role and 
that of the Fijians (half of their entire 
defense force is in the Middle East) has 
been professional and Correct. 

While conditions in the disputed zone 
of South Lebanon can be difficult, UN 
troops are more than adequately re¬ 
compensed for their efforts. The average 
Norwegian soldier earns more than $1,200 
(U.S.) a month as a private with the scale 
spiraling upwards once commissioned 
rank is achieved . An additional amount of 
$50 a day is odftlfor “danger money” 
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COMBAT TRACKING TECHNIQUES 


Continued from page 51 

Usually the follow-up troops will be in 
file behind the team; however, 4 Bat¬ 
talion, The Rhodesia Regiment, has de¬ 
veloped a unique formation that seems to 
work well in African bush. (See diagram 
5.) 

Once contact is imminent, troops can 
move to a skirmish line behind and to the 
flanks of the tracking team. This allows 
the troops to move forward at once and 
leaves the trackers a gap to fall back 
through. If you are short of men, the 
trackers can maintain their place in the 
sweep line and reinforce the infantry (the 
trackers seem to prefer this idea so they 
can get a few shots off as well). 

I have also seen an “off-set” formation 
used as well. On contact, the troops swing 
out and up on the flanks until you have a 
complete sweep line and then all move 
forward together. (See diagram 6.) 

ANTI-TRACKING 

The techniques for anti-tracking are as 
varied as your imagination. You may be 
the one being tracked some day, so give 
some thought to covering your trail. Here 
are some possibilities: 

1. Wear the same boots as the enemy, if 
you are operating in his territory. If he 
goes barefoot you could be in for some 
tough going. 

2. Use animals or cattle to cover your 
tracks. 

3. Move in the rain if possible, 

4. Use streams and rivers, roads and 
railways to cover your spoor. 

5. Walk on rocky or hard ground. 

6. Move through villages to get lost in 
the’tracks. (Note: If you are desperate 
enough to try to penetrate a village, do 
so very carefully at night and only as a 
last resort.) 

7. Split up or bombshell and circle back 
and RV (rendezvous). 

8. Brush out your tracks with bushes, 
hats, or neck scarves. 

9. If dogs are after you, try using CS or 
tear gas powder or pepper laced with 
ammonia on your tracks. 

10. If you can, booby trap and ambush 
your trail. 

SCOUT DOG TEAMS 
Finally, we come to an aspect of track¬ 
ing that has been used extensively by 
NATO-style armies in Europe and Asia: 
scout dog teams. 

If you have the use of scout dog teams, 
by all means, employ them. They are there 
to support the ground troops in locating 
the enemy and to provide silent warning. 
They may also be used as listening and 
observation posts. Once you know you 
are going to use dogs, have them assigned 
to the unit as far ahead of the mission as 
possible. This gives the team and the dogs 
time to adjust to each other. The handler 
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should let each member of the patrol 
touch the dog to eliminate fears the men 
might have. 

Scout dogs have limitations which 
should be borne in mind. Dogs have acute 
senses of smell, good hearing, and are at¬ 
tracted quickly to movement. Dogs are 
subject to periodic retraining and are as 
sensitive to the elements as humans. 

The best position for the dog team is 
directly in front of the patrol. Wind con¬ 
ditions may require that the team move to 
windward to take advantage of the dog’s 
sense of smell. Some dogs can, depending 
on weather and wind, sense the enemy 200 
meters away. 

The dog can be used to locate sentries 
and determine the extent of positions and 
emplacements and may assist the patrol 
leader in setting up his men without being 
detected by the enemy. 

The following are some general rules 
for dog teams: 

1. If the handler is killed, leave the dog 
with him and report it to your HQ. 

2. If the handler is a casualty, try to lure 
the dog away so you can treat him. If 
you must evacuate one, send the other 
as well. 

3. Treat the team as one of the unit. 

Support them and keep the handler in¬ 
formed of all tactical moves. ^ 

4. Let the handler select the dog’s posi¬ 
tion in the line of march. 

5. Seek the handler’s advice in employ¬ 
ing the team. 

6. Do not expect the team to perform 
miracles and do not relax your alertness 
because they are with you. 

7. Do not feed or play with the dog. 
Although the information in this article 

Will not make you an “ace” tracker, it will 
give you a better awareness of tracking 
and the tactics employed by tracking 
teams. 

The only way to become a competent, 
reliable tracker is to use the method of the 
natives: practice, practice, practice. It is a 
skill that can stand you in good stead on 
your next operation, enhance your com¬ 
bat effectiveness, and perhaps save your 
life. 


SOURCE MATERIAL 

Texts which complement the material 
covered in this article include: 

FM 20-20: Military Dog Training and 
Employment. 

FM 21-75: Combat Training of the In¬ 
dividual Soldier and Patrolling. 

“Mantracking,” Search and Rescue 
Magazine, 

Mercenary's Manuals Part II, by 
Terry P. Edwards. 

The Boy Scout Field Manual. 


Tracking was among the skills that 
Capt, John Early, SOF contributing edi¬ 
tor for military affairs, learned in his 12 
years with the U,S, Army and three years 
with the Rhodesian airforce and army. In 
the Army, Early spent 416 years in Viet¬ 
nam as a Special Forces NCO and officer 
with the 5th and 10th SFGA. His Rhode¬ 
sian tour included service with the elite 
Selous Scouts, 

Early has a BA and MA in communica¬ 
tions from Southern Illinois University 
and is currently writing a novel about the 
Special Forces in Vietnam. 



FULL AUTO 

auto arm has apparently been lost, or, at 
least, damn well hidden. 

Time after time, I find myself con¬ 
fronted with aspiring MGers who labor 
under the misconception that the SMG, 
LMG, HMG, and automatic rifle are to 
be used in a manner similar to the com¬ 
mon garden hose. That is, pointed in the 
general direction of the target and 
“sprayed” until something happens. 
Naturally, the usual result is that nothing 
at all happens — other than noise, smoke, 
motion, and the expenditure of ammuni¬ 
tion. 

It appears that the movies and TV have 
had a great deal to do with this phe¬ 
nomenon over the years, dating back to 
the ’20s when newsreels and cinema 
depicted gangsters dumping an entire 
100-round drum from their M1921 
Thompson in one burst. Indeed! Well, I 
guess ammo was a lot cheaper then, eh? 

Seriously (but not hopelessly), even the 
military seem to have this problem. Even 
though superb training has been provided 
to automatic riflemen and machine-gun¬ 
ners for at least 40 years, the stresses of 
actual combat seem to cause many to for¬ 
get everything they have been taught and 
revert to their “put-it-on-rock-’n’-roll- 
and-let-’er-rip” fantasies. The natural re¬ 
sult is that ammo, critical on the battle¬ 
field, gets expended with no commensur¬ 
ate casualties inflicted upon the enemy 
received in return. This is a damned 
serious problem and should be immediate¬ 
ly, and strongly, addressed and corrected, 
as empty MGs are worthless in a fight. 

Simple trigger control, a la the two-to- 
five-round burst, is the simple answer to 
the control/ammo consumption problem 
faced by those utilizing an auto-weapon in 
combat, particularly by the squad auto¬ 
matic rifleman, since he normally uses a 
magazine-fed weapon rather than a true 
MG with its belt-fed method of feed. 

Short bursts allow maximum probabil¬ 
ity of hitting the target while minimizing 
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STEEL ON POLICE WEAPONS 

Continued from page 19 

applied before the subject has his defenses 
up. The twistlock should be applied from 
the “Position of Advantage.*' 

For example, if approaching the subject 
from the left side place your right hand on 
his upper left arm and your left hand on 
his wrist. If the subject is going to resist he 
will pull away; if he tries to punch he will 
be off balance against this position. Make 
sure that your grip is firm, strong enough 
that he cannot easily pull away, but light 
enough that he does not react to pain. If it 
appears that he will resist pull his arm into 
your chest (which keeps his elbow 
straight), move your right hand down to 
the back of his hand, fingers around the 
heel of his hand, thumb around the web. 
Immediately grasp his fingers with your 
left hand, so that his little finger is bent 
behind the others. Twist his hand clock¬ 
wise up into his armpit, so that he is forc¬ 
ed up on his tiptoes. 

If he struggles, lower his hand slightly, 
then jerk it up again, playing him like a 
fish on a flyrod. If he makes a fist before 
your left hand can grasp his fingers put 
your left hand around the other side of his 
fist: the tendons will be stretched as well 
as if the fingers were held. If the subject 
manages to twist away before the twist- 
lock can be applied, usually an alternative 
wristlock or armlock can be applied as 
long as the grasp on his arm has been re¬ 
tained. Incidentally, the twistlock can be 
applied to the subject’s right arm: merely 
reverse the hand positions to mirror those 
described for use on the left side. 

The wristlock can be applied in a num¬ 
ber of ways. It has been mentioned that 
the officer can, on occasion, take the sub¬ 
ject’s hand with both his thumbs on the 
back, fingers over palm, to turn the hand 
up and over his upper arm for an im¬ 
provised backward throw. The hand 
could also be pulled downward with the 
fingers over the back of the subject’s 
hand, with the elbow pulled into the pit of 
the stomach for a useful comealong. The 
wristlock can also be used as a pre¬ 
paratory move for a behind-the-back 
armlock, and once the subject’s arm is 
behind him the wristlock can add per¬ 
suasive force to the armlock or once the 
subject is handcuffed. 

ALERTNESS AND TIMING 

In conclusion, let me say that any good 
academy or martial arts course can supply 
the officer with an extremely valuable 
repertoire of self defense moves. But only 
years of experience dealing with his 
criminal clientele can teach him “who the 
players are,’’ when to talk, and when to 
fight. 
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.22 LR/ .32 cal./ .25 cal. 
.380 cal./ 


P9S DOUBLE ACTION .45 cal. 

• A real big game stopper! 

• 8 rounds instantly ready! 

• Polygon bore increases accuracy! 

• Roller-lock system retards recoil! 

Write for our 20-page catalog showing all of 
our new, exciting H4K weapons. (Please 
include $2.00 for postage and handling.) 


933 N. Kenmore Street, Suite 218 Arlington, Virginia 22201 (703) 525-3182 


SaUTlEASTERN SnPUIS 
BREAKSTHE 
PRICE BARRIER I 

BRAND NEW Original Government 
Issue M16 Ammo Pouch for 3-30 round 
magazines. Will also fit Ruger, 

AR-180, and sometimes used for Ml 
carbine magazines. Fresh, unissued 
goods. Not $5.95, not $5.45, But — 

$3.95 EACH 2 for $7.50, 4 for $14.00. 

Genuine U.S. Ml 6 30 round magazines, brand new in original 
government wrapping. Each (in individual wrap)... $6.00 
7-Pack (3 for each pouch + 1 for the rifle),.. $35.00 

OTHER SOUTHEASTERN SURPLUS BARGAINS 

• Genuine U.S. 6.1. camouflage fatigue pants and jackets. All are cleaned, pressed, and starched. Prices 

are for each piece. X-Small & Small (short, reg., long)..$8.00 

Medium & Large* (short, reg., long).$12.00 ‘LimitedQuantity 

• The original WWII Ml Steel Helmet in very light O.D. with khaki chin strap. Has non-swiveling chin 
strap hooks. Not the same type or color in use today. 

Brand new, unissued.$8.00 Each, 2 tor $15.00 

TERMS: Payment with order... Money Orders and Cashier's Checks preferred . . Personal checks O.K.. but held for 
clearance. We accept MASTER CHARGE and VISA.Include full account number and expiration date. Please include postage. 
ILLUSnWTEO CATALOG: Send $1.00 for CRM 5-1 ... 64 Page illustrated catalog and reference manual of genuine U.S. 
military clothing and equipment. The finest publication of Its type in the industry. 

SOUTHEASTERN SURPLUS INC. 

7228-A Highway #85. Riverdals, Georgia 30274 (404) 478-1565 


TRI-FLON 

NEW SYNTHESIZED LUBRICANT WITH TEFLON 
If you read Chuck Taylor’s Tri-Flon test In the 
January issue of SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGA¬ 
ZINE, you know this is the lubricant to use. Tri- 
Flon is a total gun maintenance tool; as a superior 
bore cleaner, lubricant and metal protector. Tri- 
Flon makes virtually ail mechanisms work 
smoother, quieter and cleaner because of micron 
sized Teflon ‘ball bearings’ that penetrate, clean, 
and lubricate. Excellent for edged weapons too. 
16 oz. aerosol can $5.95 
3.2 oz. aerosol can $2.95 
1 oz. liquid 

squeeze bottle $1.79 

VISA—-Mastercharge 
Add $1,00 for 
Postage and Handling 
Money Back Guarantee 
P.O. Box 693, Dept. SF-7 
Boulder, Colo. 80306 


GUARD 

AND 

ATTACK 

TRAINING 


Train your 
aggressively, to guard and 
attack on your command. 

This 8~track tape and picture 
manual give you the profes¬ 
sional training techniques to 
make your dog a Man 
Stopper, Don’t waste your 
dog by leaving him untrained. 

Just send check or money order 
for $16.95 to: 

B & M Enterprises, P.O. Box 3303A 
Parkersburg. West Virginia 26101 


THE DIRECTORY OF 
UNCONVENTIONAL WEAPONRY 
FOR PERSONAL USE 

A SOURCE/LOCATOll 
REFERENCE MANUAL 
FOR 

UNUSUAL EQUIPMENT 
$5.00 


THE AGENCY 

P.O. BOX 76711 
ATLANTA, GA 30328 
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COMBAT IN LEBANON 

Continued from page 76 
over a six-month period. If a man stays 
longer than the stipulated six months he 
achieves an additional $300 a month. A 
full year’s service with the UN force 
results in a return of all income tax paid 
during that period on his repatriation to 
Norway. 

One of the complaints most often heard 
from UN forces on leave in Israel is that 
they are not earning enough money for 
the risks to which they are exposed. 

Recently there has been a new develop¬ 
ment. Thousands of medals have been 
minted and each of the battalions awards 
its contribution to the peace effort to 
soldiers of other battalions; to date there 
have been such illustrious medals struck as 
the Sinai medal, the Golan medal, the Le¬ 
banese medal, the Peace medal, and half a 
dozen others. 

Southern Africa — take note. 



Brand newl Made for the U. S. Armed Forces - 
not foreign copies. Satisfaction or your money 
bacL 


U. S. Military Knives 



Marine Corps Combat Knife: 7” parkerized btade. 
The handle and sheath are treated with preser¬ 
vative to prevent fungus, rot, etc. Order No. 
1-F-l 12. $16.95 each. 



Air force Survival Knife: 5*’ saw-backed blade of 
tough parkerized steel, leather handle and hammer 
butt. Leather sheath with lanyard and sharpening 
stone. Order No. I-F-l 10. $11.50. 



U. 5. Army Machete: Made by Ontario for the U. S. 
Army. 10” parkerized blade. Order No. I-F-l05. 
$7.50 each. 



The Razor back 


The Arkansas Toothpick Pattern of American 
Legendsl This Italian made double edged dagger 
will meet the severest test you give It. The high 
carbon steel blade Is 0” long and has an extra 
strong spine for good leverage. The handsome 
leather handle Is 414 " long with an aluminum butt. 
Comes with molded leather sheath. Order No. 
3-F-I06. $19.95 each. 


Rteflse Affctode anJw per shfppmg 

ATLANTA CUTLERY CORPORATION 

Box Conyers, Georgia 30207 

■Order Anytime! (404) 922-3700 


NEW: 




About 
Guns, 
and 

Holsters^ 
and 
Their 
Compe¬ 
tent 







I— 



BLUE STEEL & GUNLEATHER 
John Bianchi $9.95 

The long awaited book by America’s most 
prominent manufacturer of quality gunleather 
products. In addition to chapters on holster 
history and development, Bianchi explains 
how and why as well as when certain holsters 
should be used. Chapters on quick draw, 
concealment and supporting information 
make this book a valuable permanent refer¬ 
ence. A must for law enforcement officers. 

fflSTORY OF SMITH & WESSON $15.95 
Roy G. Jinks 

This all-new book by renowned Smith & 
Wesson authority Goy G: Jinks carefully 
details the evolution of the company and, 
step-by-step, describes the development of 
each of their firearms from 1852 through the 
including 1977. Presented for the first time 
are facts, production information, and data on 
variations and modifications of all post-1945 
Smith & Wesson firearms, information neces¬ 
sary to every gun collector and dealer. 


"BEINFELIT 

BOOKS 


THE BEST SELLING 
GUN BOOK EVER 
NOW IN ITS FIFTH 
PRINTING! 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. BOX 693, DEPT. BB, BOULDER, COLORADIO 80306 
PLEASE ADD $1.00 PER BOOK FOR POSTAGE & HANDLING 
COLORADO RESIDENTS ADD 3% SALES TAX 

I ENCLOSE $_FOR_COPY(S) OF 

BLUE STEEL & GUNLEATHER AT $9.95 EA. 

I ENCLOSE $_FOR_COPY(S) OF 

HISTORY OF S&W AT $15.95 EA. 

NAME (PRINT) _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ 

STATE _ 


.ZIP. 
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Secrets Of Modern 
KNIFE FIGHTING 



ByIkivitl£,5t«fJe 


COMBAT KNIFE FIGHTING 

by one of the leading experts analyzes every 
detail of employing the knife in close quarter 
fighting, including underwater techniques. Us¬ 
ing step-by-step “how to” photos, he compares 
and evaluates fighting styles of such famous 
men as Jim Bowie, John Styers, and Rex Ap¬ 
plegate. Steele also evaluates a wide assortment 
of knives from all over the world. 


145 PAijES/215 PHOTOS 
HARDCOVER $15.95 
SOFTCOVER $9.95 

VISA 

ADD $1.00 FOR Mastercharge 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING. 
ALL 3-4 WEEKS DELIVERY 



P.O. Box 693, Dept. SF-3 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 



SEND $5.50 TO: 

LUPI 

P.O. BOX 1421, DEPT SOF-4 
MOBILE, AL 36601 


COMBAT PISTOLCRAFT 

Continued from page 21 

^JeCENTLY I had an opportunity to 
test fire and evaluate three of the newest 
.45 auto pistols designed primarily for 
concealed carry. The Star P.D., Detonics, 
and Thomas .45 were tested for ease of 
use and performance. Each gun was ah 
over-the-counter pistol and not a demon¬ 
strator provided by the distributor. This is 
the only way to get a realistic impression 
of production-line quality, since manufac¬ 
turers or importers commonly supply 
select-grade guns for testing and evalua¬ 
tion to gun writers. Each pistol was also 
chronograph tested and fired on the IPSC 
ballistic pendulum, and then fired for 
practical accuracy and used on some basic 
combat pistol drills. 

TThE first-tested Star P.D. is a compact 
pistol with some excellent features. The 
well-known P.D. has become available to 
most shooters since its introduction a few 
years back. It is the least expensive of the 
three guns tested at a suggested retail of 
S239. The gun has good sights and a very 
acceptable trigger. In fact, every P.D. I 
have examined has had a very good trigger 
for the type of work that this piece is in¬ 
tended for. The well-thought-out Star of¬ 
fers touches such as beveled magazine well 
and a safety that is excellent from the box. 

My gun shot better than I had hoped 
for and would out-perform many full-size 
Colts. It was reliable and handled all loads 
as long as short-nose bullets were avoided. 

But all of these good points are lost in 
the poor quality materials that the 
Spanish use in their guns. Spanish steels 
have been of concern for years. Sadly, the 
P.D. has an aluminum alloy frame. My 
first P.D. came apart after only 400 
rounds. The replacement gun was used in 
the test. After firing only 30 rounds of 
factory hardball, peening could be 
detected on the alloy frame. 

The Man [Jeff Cooper] has stated that 
the P.D. is a pistol that you carry a lot and 
shoot very little. He must shoot his very, 
very little. 

The frame’s magazine catch lock recess 
was slowly pounding itself right out of the 
gun. 1 quit firing it for fear that selling it 
in pieces would be more difficult than I 
desired to be bothered with. I have it no 
longer. 

Anyone that carries such a piece should 
be able to shoot it a few times each year to 
insure that it works and that he can handle 
it confidently. If the piece is not well 
enough made to stand a fighting gun’s oc¬ 
casional familiarization firing, it must be 
considered a cruel joke. Sadly the P.D. 
seems a loss. Its fine design, if executed 
properly, would make it an excellent 
si de arm. 

i HE Thomas .45 auto pistol, a well- 
built, solid-feeling gun, gives renewed 


faith in the concept of firearm investment 
castings. The final machine work gives the 
cast parts a look of quality workmanship. 
The pistol is rather robust for easy con¬ 
cealment. It handles well and feels com¬ 
fortable in the hand. Its sights are not 
high profile but are sharp and pick up well 
for fast work. The magazine release is 
located correctly, as in the 1911, and 
reloading is quick and easy. 

What appears to be the grip safety is in 
fact a form of hesitation lock to retard 
blow-back action. While it seems to work 
fine, the process of clearing the chamber 
or chambering a round is very awkward. 
It is so bad that one could get cold feet 
about owning a Thomas on this point 
alone. 

But the really bad news is the trigger 
system. The Thomas .45 is designed to 
have a double-action pull for each shot, 
but the trigger retracts a striker and then 
releases it to fire the weapon, resulting in 
horrible trigger action, the worst one can 
imagine. The effort required to fire well- 
aimed shots was so bad that you might as 
well forget it and save wasted ammo. 
What a shame — an otherwise well-built 
pistol is destroyed because of poor trigger 
design. It was difficult to hit the ballistic 
pendulum at 10 meters as a result of this 
atrocious trigger pull. I wonder if there 
are people who really buy such a weapon. 

HE Detonics was the last pocket-size 
.45 tested. Basically, this chopped-down 
1911, with minor design changes, is a solid 
little gun with the aesthetics of a brick. 
Since it is indeed functional, this hardly 
matters. It is a heavy piece, so fully loaded 
one would find it heavy for actual pocket 
carry. 

Other owners have told me that the 
Detonics doesn’t kick, or that it recoils 
less than the full-size gun. That is real 
crap. It does recoil and anyone that'feels it 
doesn’t, has some real lessons to learn. To 
expect this piece to be easier to shoot and 
control than a full-size government model 
is hard to swallow unless you are just 
another gunshop commando. 

The back of the slide is profiled to allow 
easy thumb cocking, a shame, since sight 
radius is compromised as a result. Many 
may say that sights aren’t important on a 
close-range combat gun. They are fooling 
themselves if they feel that the flash sight 
picture is unimportant. The shortened 
butt gives only minimal grip purchase dur¬ 
ing the firing stroke. The effort to make 
the piece more concealable has resulted in 
a compromise of firing comfort. I find it 
to be a real problem. The little finger has 
no proper position to gain maximum con¬ 
trol of this sharply recoiling pistol. If the 
grip had been left a mere 3/8 inch longer, 
the gun would have been improved great¬ 
ly. Although the designer may consider 
this a small point, when you fire it in a few 
basic practical pistol drills, you will learn 
how important proper hand position is in 
the realm of getting good hits. 
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C^HRONOGRAPH testing was con¬ 
ducted with 230-grain Federal Match 
Hard Ball, Remington 185-grain JHP, 
and 190-grain Super Vel JHP. Velocity 
loss with the shorter barrels, on the 
average, was only 40 to 50 feet per second 
with the P.D. and Thomas. The Detonic*s 
velocity seemed slightly lower than the 
other two, due to. its short barrel. If you 
are a fan of. light bullet, high velocity, 
then these short tube .45 autos’ perform¬ 
ance will not impress you. 

The real eye opener came in the prac¬ 
tical firing tests. Single draws from con¬ 
cealment at 10 meters in 1.5 seconds 
showed the Star P.D. to be the best of the 
lot. Likewise, the “El Presidente” really 
opened up shot placement groups on the 
three IPSC silhouettes. The Thomas was 
worst in relation to good hits. Its trigger 
made effective shooting nearly impossible 
at any thing but belly-button range. The 
Star had better handling with superior hits 
on each drill. Yet, considering that it is a 
pistol that won’t stand up to novice-level 
practice sessions, it would be a poor 
choice even at its low retail price of $239. 
The Detonics shot just well enough over 
the “El Presidente” to pass, not a confi¬ 
dent performance in this kind of test. Its 
magazine is not top quality. For its cost 
($395) you would expect one or two good 
quality magazines. The test piece was 
much easier to shoot when a standard Gl- 
issue magazine was used in the last half of 
the speed load stage. With the full-length 
magazine, gripping the weapon was much 
easier. 

.^^FTER testing these three pistols, 1 
could recommend only the Detonics. It 
did work and appears to be able to stand 
up under the pounding that .45 AGP am¬ 
mo hands out. My own personal choice 
for a good concealment .45 auto is still the 
lightweight Colt Commander. The LW 
Commander has proven itself for over 20 
years in the hands of the shooting fratern¬ 
ity, and it sells for a price that all can af¬ 
ford. My recommendation for a serious 
pistol packer, demanding the power and 
punch of the .45 ACP, is to buy the Colt 
Commander and stick with success. 

F'oR years serious wheelgun shooters 
have relied on custom grips to make their 
double-action grip more uniform. The big 
names in combat revolver stocks have 
been Herrett, Guy Hogue, and Fuzzy Far- 
rant. I have Farrant combat grips on 
many of my revolvers and have found 
them not only functional but works of art. 
Farrant uses top-quality exotic hard 
woods that distinguish pistols sporting his 
grips. 

Each pair of stocks is custom made to 
fit the shooter’s hand. Finger grooves are 
standard, and palm swells give proper grip 
index for quick drawing and rapid double¬ 
action firing. I really appreciate the rose¬ 
wood used in these beautiful Farrant 


stocks. His design allows proper finger 
placement on trigger. These grips also 
work nicely for concealment wear, since 
they don’t have the factory stock trumpet 
flair. 

Many new combat revolver grips on the 
market, such as Pachmayr, Hoge Mono¬ 
grip, and Rogers Combat grips, use syn¬ 
thetic materials to lower cost and ease 
production time. However, if you desire 
old-world craftsmanship and functional 
combat revolver grips of natural 
materials, contact E.M. Fuzzy Farrant, 
1235 West Vine Ave., West Covina, CA 
91790. When he sends you his price list 
and ordering details you won’t be disap- 
pointed. ra 



DEATH FROM ABOVE 
Metal Airborne Badge 
$5.00 postpaid 
SAXONY HOUSE, LTD. 
P.O. Box 875 
Mokena, III. 60448 



GERBER LEGENDARY BLADES 

NOW, ALL THREE MODELS FOR ADVENTURERS! 

MARK I BOOT KNIFE—Easily concealable with 5” double 
edged blade and boot/belt scabbard featuring thumb snap 

and belt clip.ONLY $37.50 

MARK II SURVIVAL KNIFE—Handcrafted from a special 
alloy tool steel. Scabbard complete with hanger for web 
belts. Double edged blade for survival 

and defense.ONLY $42.00. 

MARK II & ST. Same as the regular MK 
II but comes with 5” sharpening stone 
of quality 

chromium carbide.ONLY $55.00 

VISA—Mastercharge 

PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 

P.O. Box 693, Dept. SF*6 Boulder, Colo. 80306 
Money Back Guarantee — Add $1.76 Postage and Handling 



J oday is the day for... 



;CIF1CATiDH& 


me 


;iAKi|L 


BI 0 iIb: 5'' X 1"; Double 

Edged, Hand Ground 
440c Stainless Steel; 

Spear Point; Satin Finish 
Handle: Black, ln|ection Molded 
•.K , Lexan Compound 
Sheath: Black; Top QualKy Leather; 

Hand Finished^ Nickel Hardware 
Adaptability: Classic Clip for Boo^/Belt Carry- 
Weight: 5 oc. 

Special Features: None Necessary . 

Uses: Optional 


To Order Send 49.95 to 
ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 
P.O. Box 18595/SOF 
Atlanta, GA 303.26 

Dealer Inquiries Are Invited 
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ANNOUNCING 


R.M.S. 

1979-1980 

CATALOGUE 




Now Available - an advanced 
optics manual including 
everything from standard 
binoculars to the K-88 • 

recon. Scope, giant 
border patrol binoculars 
(battleship style), water¬ 
proof glasses, rubber-armored 
and the newest night scopes. All selected 
and reviewed by our staff of optical experts. We have 
years of military and spacecraft design experience to back¬ 
up our equipment sales and technical reviews. SEND $2.00 


R.M.S., INC. 

P.O. Box 4489, Boulder, Colorado 80306 


CHEMICAL SHIELD KEY RING MODELS 



P.O. Box 693, Dept SF-4 
Boulder, Colo. 80306 


Stronger than mace, more 
effective than tear gas, 
CHEMICAL SHIELD in¬ 
stantly incapacitates at¬ 
tackers. Kept handy with 
your keys, send a stream 
of protection into an at¬ 
tackers face, causing him 
difficulty in breathing. 
With floods of tears 
streaming from his eyes, 
he will double up in¬ 
capacitated and you 
escape unharmed. CHEM¬ 
ICAL SHIELD also con¬ 
tains a stain visible under 
ultra-violet light to aid in 
identification. 


MINI-SHIELD ONLY $9.95 

With black handcrafted leather case. May 
be used up to twenty times. 

MIDI-SHIELD ONLY $12.95 

Complete with black leather case and 
stainless steel belt clip. May be used up 
to 50 times. 


Include $1.00 for Postage and Handling. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 


TERRAIN & SITUATION 

Continued from page 11 
(two blocks down past the post office) the 
Marlin lever guns enjoy an enviable 
reputation. They work, they’re perfectly 
accurate at reasonable ranges for deer, 
can be used with iron sights alone or han¬ 
dily adapt to use with a scope — they eject 
from the side. And, a most important 
consideration in these inflationary times, 
they don’t cost an arm and a leg. 

D ERRINGERS have never had the 
greatest public image — After all, a der¬ 
ringer was used by John Wilkes Boothe to 
assassinate President Lincoln. All river- 
boat gamblers in the old movies used der¬ 
ringers to ventilate their rivals across the 
green baize of a gaming table. But despite 
this the derringer has survived as a hideout 
gun, and even in the age of well-built, 
small-frame automatics in .22 short, long 
rifle and .25 ACP, derringers are extreme¬ 
ly popular. Best of the lot was probably 
the old Remington O/U .41 CF Derringer, 
still to be found in service in many rural 
areas. It threw big, slow-moving slugs and 
at close range was deadly. Some .38 
Special derringers are available from time 
to time and with wadcutter target loads 
they can be effective. 

The most widely circulated derringer of 
recent years, however, the High Standard, 


Urban guerrilla war and 
nuclear terror in Amer¬ 
ica in the 1980’s . . . 

Earl Turner and his 
fellow patriots in 
the Organization are 
forced underground 
when the U.S.gov- 
ernment bans the 
private possession 
of firearms and sta¬ 
ges the mass Gun 
Raids to round up 
suspected gun own¬ 
ers. The hated E- 
quality Police begin 
hunting themdown, 
but the Organlza- 
tionfightsbackwith 
acampaign of sabo¬ 
tage and assassina¬ 
tion. The Ingenuity 
and boldness of 
Turner and his comrades In devising and 
executing new methods of guerTtlla war lead to 
a climax of cataclysmic intensity and world¬ 
wide scope. The Turner Diaries is a book unlike 
any you*ve ever read! Illustrated, 315 pages. 

Author Andrew Macdonald is a 
nuclear physicist and an expert in 
improvised munitions, terrorist gad¬ 
gets, and military/industrial sabo¬ 
tage. His descriptions of devices and 
techniques are graphic and detailed. 
His scenario Is terrifyingly realistic. 

THE TURNER DIARIES.$4.95 

(Add 50 cents for postage to your remittance.) 

National Alliance Books, Dept S, 
Box 3535, Washington, DC 20007 


THE TURNER DIARIES 



Andrew MacdoRoid 
















The NEW Incomparable 

SKiivi-nce 

A unique leg-sheathed knife with a 
Velcro closure system for utmost 
concealability. The ounce suede 
leg wrap is so comfortable you’ll for¬ 
get it is there. The polished blade, 
hollow-ground knife is superbly 
hand-crafted of heat treated 440-C 
steel. Knife unit is 5" long. Vie thick 
and weighs less than 2 ounces. A 
functional tool for outdoorsmen, or 
as a weapon for personal defense & 
evasive tactics—easily removed for 
instant use! The SKIN-DOO comes 
with an extra suede sheath with 
Velcro closure adaptable to boots, 
pocketbooks, or anywhere! 

ORDER YOURS TODAY! 

Complete with 
two sheaths: 




plus $1.00 for postage and insurance. 


PHONE 404-943-9336 (24 hour service) 


BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS LTD. 



P.O. Box 108-L 

Powder Springs, Georgia 30073 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 




ORIGINAL 
COLTAR-15 
BAYONET 

with 
Sheath, 
new 


DEPT. SOF 


Send $1.00 for 
catalog of 100’s 
of surplus items, field 
equipment, gun accessories, 
military collectibles. 


BROCK’S SURPLUS, INC. 

Box 33242, Decatur, Ga. 30033 


45“ Spotting Scope 
22x60 mm 
$117.00 ppd. 

Brown Telescopies 

556 Miller Drive 
Elgin. Illinois 60120 




SENTINEL ARMS COMPANY 



Night Viewing Device: 


Military conversion for Mini-14, 


Convert your Ruger Mini'14 to a 
military style carbine, complete with 
ventilated Handguard (covers sliding 
actuating rod for better grip) and integral 
bipod in less than 5 min. (Requires drilling 
of 1 hole in stock). When not in use, bipod folds under stock; 
providing an excellent hold. Top quality, fully guaranteed. Also 
available: Complete stock with bipod assy installed and special handguard 
.$123.30 (Shipping Prepaid) 


$89.80! 

(Shipping Prepaid) 


Available Soon; 

Mini-14 paratrooper stock with 
Pistol grip & rallap^sabte slock assy. 
SASE + for info, on above. 



Size ot Unit 

107/8'’X 6 3/4” X 3" 


OPENS THE MANY APPLICATIONS OF 
'infrared AT AN ECONOMICAL PRICE 

GIVES A VISIBLE PICTURE OF 

REFLECTED INFRARED |.R. Infrared Viewer 
REFRACTED INFRARED (self-contalned 

INFRARED FLUORESCENCE ' i/umaiiiou 

INFRARED EMiHiNG SOURCES, power source) 

INCLUDING OTHER SCOPES . . 

Features; 

• Type 6032 infrared image converter tube. • Standard 
Kodak #87 Wratten I.R. light filter. • Operates from 6 volt 
DC power source! • Convenient quick disconnect pistol 
grip handle, switches and shoulder strap clips. • Utilizes 
teadlly available PR 13 flashlight lamp with high efficiency 
parabolic reflective mirror. • Adaptable to rifle mounts. 

• Telephoto lens 142.mm F3.3 6' to infinity. 


Several completely reconditioned military I.R. infrared sniper Smith & Wesson Star-Tron Available from $4,200 — SASE 
scopes complete with battery pack and chest. $825.00 for info & prices on above. 



Brass Catchers: 


High quality brass catchers, catches 100% of brass, installs in seconos. 


AR-15, M-16. $37.50 

AR-180-AR-18. $42.50 


RANGER" brand camo fatigues (Vietnam pattern). 

"MILITARY" issue (new) Vietnam style w/cargo pockets .. 

“GERBER” MKf Knives . 

"GERBER" MK (I Knives. 

Smith & Wesson Smoke Grenades (6 second delay), set of 3 

Rease note... Add S3.60 shipping on above items. 


SECURITY PACK 

Produced similar to U.S. Military's “long-range patrol” 

(LRP ration), this grouping of seven complete meals is 
designed to be used for lunch or dinner. Each meal contains a 
generous serving of a freeze-dried entree (approx. 1 lb. reconstituted), 
plus orangeade or lemonade, tropical bar or fig newton cake, a packet of point 
breads, salt, pepper, napkin, and a plastic spoon. Each meal is sealed In a heavy 
brown (military style) plastic bag for extra protection and can be stored for years. LRPS include one 
each of veg. stew w/beef. beef & rice w/ontons. chile w/beans, rice & chicken, potatoes and beef, chicken stew.and beef steW. 


SURVIVAL RATIONS 

Be prepared for any emergency with a SURVIVAL PACK from 
SENTINEL ARMS COMPANY. East Coast Distributor lor Mountain 
House* Products. 


$25.50 

$38.50 

$37.50 

$42.50 

$29.50 


1 CASE / 7 Meals — $37.00 plus $2.75 postage & handling SALE Id CASES/70 Meals — $350.00 postpaid. 


EMERGENCY Six PACK 

Designed for emergency survival purposes (sustains one person 8 days). Case contains 6 #10 cans: 2 cans contain breakfasts of eggs, 
cocoa and applesauce, 2 lunches include tongue and chicken salad, crackers, orange drink and CUPPS'^' . The 2 dinners include vegetable 
beef stew, and chicken stew, orange and lemonade drink, butterscotch and banana cream pudding. All meals ready to eat in 10 minutes. 

1 SIX PACK — $47.00 plus $2.75 postage and handling. SALE 10 SIX PACKS — $449.00 postpaid. 

Food for long term storage: 

(10 + years) Available in #10 cans at reasonable prices — send $2.50 for complete information package and price list. 

Terms: Cashier's check or money order. Shipped within 48 hours. 

Personal checks allow 3-4 weeks. BAC or MC on phone orders only, 

Sorry, No C.O.D.s 

Pennsylvania Residents: Visit our retail store, across from the 
Harrisburg International Airport, for Penna's largest inventory of 
handguns, semi-auto rifles, legal fully automatic weapons, and 
survival supplies. East Coast distributor for Mountain House^' 

Products. Buy direct and SAVE! We publish no catalogue oue to 
changing inventory & prices. Please call or write for quotes. 


Sentinel Arms Company 

17 Olmstead Plaza 
Middletown, Penna. 17057 
(717) 944-1614 
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*USA made 100% legal 

t^URV/VAL 

£^^^r;;i_HUNTING 

- Gt-^ 800 s _ 

iiMy- iinrn T.!;»4jiin'^iua ^ ’ p 

SILENT , roWERFUL, ALCURATt., HITS uH^ir LE BULLET. Imijrovcd version of tamoas Amroon lnintingPS5| 
blow-gun. Thrilling sport! Kills varmints, pesi^Defense, Ideal gift. Compressed breath gives amazing power. 220 riKS^ 
ft range. .Astound friends! Rugged .38 cal. precision aluminum, 2-WAY rubber m. piece. Pierces ‘2 plywood. 2'^-- 
Speed 300 fl/sec.Not a |oy! Has 100-3”.5" steel darts (kitl earn,’ case, in.strucfions. Compact 4Vi ft. model $6.98! gili. 




'ISSSffieV'” Don’' ** 

^098 


jel! BUY4SAME+Guemlla Gun+2000($60Free)! B_ .. , 

GUN!+2000freRAddS1.76po.stageEAa4 gun. Send cash, check, m.o. IF BROKEN WITHIN 15 YEARS WE WIIX ; 
REPLACE! Use 30 days. Money back if notdelighted. HOUSE OF WEAroNS, INC Box 794-.S Provo, lti»h 84601 5 



CONVERT TO SELECTIVE FIRE 


SEMI 


SAFE 



AUTO 


One Shadow Publication allows you to convert one 
of the following guns to full automatic fire. M1 Car¬ 
bine to M2. MIAtoMU, AR-15toMl6. HK-91 to G3, 

AR180 to AR-18. Mini-14 to full. With each publica¬ 
tion you get: 

• Complete step by step instructions 

• Quality diagrams 

• Address for parts, costs, how to order 

• Select fire — safe, semi, auto 

• No gunsmith needed 

• All work is “simple at home” type except M14 and Mlni-14 

• Machinist drawings when required 

• Same-day shipping 

Send $15 cash or money order to Shadow Publications. The Shadow says 
“Don’t steal one — make it!" 

SIMPLE, EFFECTIVE, SILENCER 

This Shadow Publication allows anyone to make ah effective 22 rifle silencer. 
It takes only minutes and costs less than a dollar. All parts are legal to buy and 
common. Send $5 cash or money order to Shadow Publications. 

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE VELET EXPLODING BULLETS. 

SHADOW PUBLICATIONS: North 6809 Lincoln 
Spokane, WA 99208 (509) 326-5283 


VELET EXPLODING BULLETS 


BULLETS OR CARTRIDGES 



Pk. 

Pk. 


Whole¬ 

Caliber 

Cart. 

Bull. 

Retail 

sale 

.25 ACP 

10 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

.32 ACP 

10 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

.380 ACP 

10 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

9mm P 

10 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

.38 SpcI. 

8 

16 

9.50 

7.60 

.41 Mag 

8 

16 

11.50 

9.20 

,44 SpcI. 

8 

16 

10.50 

8.40 

.44 Mag 

8 

16 

11.50 

9.20 

.45 ACP 

10 

20 

10.50 

8.40 

.7mm Rem Mag 

4 

8 

10.50 

8.40 

30 Carbine 

10 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

.30-.30 Win. 

4 

8 

9.50 

7.60 

.30-06 

4 

8 

9.50 

7.60 

.308 Win (Nato) 

4 

8 

9.50 

7.60 

.357 Mag. 

8 

16 

10.50 

8.40 



9mm 

VELET 

CUTAWAY 


> Each bullet has a recessed impact fuse. 

> Explosive charge under fuse 

> Legal in alt states except California. 

> Production and sales for 20 months. 

> Detonate on hard surfaces reducing richochet. 

> Low penetration - super shocking power. 

I Safe in loading ramps* safe in modern guns. 

' Instantly lethal in chest cavity - no exiting. 

> Will not detonate when dropped, stepped on, etc. 

> See story Jan. 1978 Soldier of Fortune 
♦ Chuck Taylor. 


BATF^ 


•BURY ALL THY FIREARMS 
(THE ELEVENTH COMMANDMENT) 


_THE MIDNIGHT PLANTER SURVIVAL CAPSULE 
The Midnight Planter Survival Capiute <> the moat secure 
end reliable method for storing your survival equipment. 
Rifles, ammo, food, equipment, gold and silver — anything 
you want to protect from thieves, looters, or our friendly 
government. 

The Midnight Planter Survival Capsule Is a spacially 
manufactured plastic, designed for long-term underground 
burial. It if unbreakable, non magnetic, impervious to soil, 
gai, oil, chemicals, water ftotally - permanently waterproof), 
and It Is non corrosive I It protects your valuables from 
deterioration while it protects them from theft. 

Each survival capsule comes with complete packing 
instructions for guns, emmo, food and water. We have 
burried these capsules for over three yean containing guns 
and food with complete success. We also supply anti-metal 
detector informetion. 

We attach a strap around both ends of the capsule and 
carry it iust Ilka a rifle over our shoulders. This allows you to 
move It to a good burial tight or to carry It in an emergency 
to where you can open it. 


Signed FFL required for ammo only 
Wholesale price list $50 min. order on ammo. 
No COD * send SASE for info. 

Velet pays shipping in 48 states^ 

VELET CARTRIDGE CO. 

N. 6809 Lincoln / Spokane, WA 99208 
(509) 326-5283 


tr) 

This 6” X 40" capsule cart hold the following: 


1) A Ruger Mini-4 .223 rifle 

2) Six 30 round magazines loaded 
(180 rounds) 

3} A Colt 45 auto and belt with 4 
magazines (35 rounds) 

4) Canteen, one month's supply of 
survival tabs (food). 

5} Camo, hat. smock and pants. 

6) Compass and maps. 

7) Knife. 

8) First Aid Kit 

9} Fishing line and hooks. 

10) Ram poncho • tent. 


ORD£RING INSTRUCTIONS 
You may order any length up to 
6 feet. The price for three feet it 
for any length up to three feet. 3 
feet: $36.95. 4 feet; $39.95; 6 
feat: $42.60; 6 feet: $46.50. All 
prices F.O.B. Spokane, Washing¬ 
ton. Your tele Is confidential — 
we dastroy your order six weeks 
after shipment. Washington resi¬ 
dents add 5.1% tales tax. Specify 
length (at least 1“ mora than rifle 
length). 



THE STORY OF THE KEITH FERRIS 
NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM B47 MURAL 


cowBors 

AXD 

IN1}Ia.N$ 




8th Air Force vs. Luftwaffe over Germany 
15 August 1944 

-*- 

FULL MISSION LIST 

-*- 


LIMITED EDITION 

-He- 


Send $1.25 + .50 postage/handting to: 

JEFF ETHELL 
2403 Sunny brook Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 


NAZI S-S Officer’s Belt Buckle 

Hand tinished in fine silver (with fasteners modilied to fit 
any IVs" belt). Only 
$12.00 postpaid. Our New 
224 page fully illustrated 
relic collectors catalog = 
$2.00 free with order. 

W.W. #2 Ltd. 

Box 2063 Dept. F 
St. Louis. MO 63158 



I Snow Shoes Trail Model 
I0”x56” Rawhide. .$49.95* 

“NORTHWOODS DELUXE BRAND 
THE FINEST CANADIAN MAKE POStage 

WHITE ASH FRAME RAWHIDE LACING 
DON’T FORGET BINDINGS 

“A” Leather Sandal Type .....$7.95 

“H” Leather Heavy Duty.$9.95 

•-i-$3 postage 

Tyco Co.^'Dept.S.O.F., 6344 Leesburg Pike, Vienna, Virginia 22180 


THE MARINES.... 




ARE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD MEN 


You've heard of the meanest mother in the 
valley. Well, here he Is! 17" x 22" two color 
poster just $3.50 each postpaid. 

Our latest illustrated catalog of world 
wide military gear, $1.00 
When in Houston, visit our shop at 2409 
Times Blvd. 

LANCER MILITARIA 
P.O. BOX 35188 
HOUSTON, TX. 77035 
(713) 522-7036 
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TERRAIN & SITUATION 

Continued from page 84 
was originally made in both blue and 
nickel finishes in .22 long rifle or .22 
magnum. The long rifle version has now 
gone by the boards, as have the white 
plastic grips earlier furnished with the 
blued models. The little High Standard 
derringer has become more businesslike. 

An over/under of the Remington typci 
it lacks the Remington’s exposed hammer. 
It is, in a way, a double action. Firing-pin 
operation is selective. A long DA-stvle 
In blue or nickel, the grips are black now 
and .22 magnum is the only offering, 
pull fires the first shot and sets up the ac¬ 
tion for firing the second barrel. The only 
way to know which barrel will fire first is 
to remember which one was triggered last 
or dry snap the gun into the desired firing 
order. 

The High Standard derringer has af 
ways been a popular backup gun with 
police officers, since because of its small 
size it is easy to conceal. Length overall is 
just five inches and the stacked barrels run 
to 3/2 inches long. This size, coupled with 
the grip configuration, makes for a short- 
range gun and nothing more. 



NAZI-Collectors M-43 Style 
Black S-S Caps. Only SI4.00 
Postpaid. Order your size NOW. 
Our 224 page fully illustrated 
catalog only $2.00 (free with 
order). 

Over 40,000 Items In Stock 
W.W. #2 Ltd. (F) Box #2063 
St. Loui^. MO. 63158 


TRACK .1 

LIKE AN •. 

INDIAN i 



^ Indians did it then; 

^ Border Patrol Agents do 

it now. JACK KEARNEY has 
I found thousands with his tracking 
^ skill, including smugglers, crimi¬ 
nals, and many persons lost in the 
wilderness. Now he reveals tips 
from his 19 years of tracking that 
can make you an expert. 

TRACKING: 

A Blueprint for Learning How 
by Jack Kearney 

THE TRACKING BOOK BY AN 
UNCHALLENGED AUTHORITY 
Send check or M.O. for only 8.95 to; 

Pathways Press 

525JefreeSt., Dept. SOF. 

^ El C^jon, CA 92020 
Please include .75 mailing costs. 

(Calil. residents add.54 State lax) 




WILDCAT 


60 DAY SPECIAL 

Wildcat Crossbows 

LIST $150.00 NOW ON SALE $134.95* 

INCLUDES: 1 bow • 1 string • 3 practice 
bolts • 1 alan wrench 

ACT NOW 1st 20 customers will receive 3 rolls 
of NoMarCammoTape - a $18.00 value. 

10 mo.’s ago the English Pound was $1.55, as of 
present it is $2.40. 

Field points - Target or plunking -125 gr. 

3- Blade - Broadhead - Combat & Hunting - 
125 gr. 

4- Blade - Broadhead - March Grade - Features 
replacement blades and better penetration. 
Recommended in combat and hunting situa¬ 
tions where clean kill is needed -125 gr. 



WILDCAT SPECIFICATIONS 

Draw weight.150 lbs. 

Muzzle Velocity. 295 f.p.s. 

Range.in excess of 300 yards 

Ft. Lb. Energy .... 20 meters .... 55.5 


WITH FIELD POINTS 

Cedar Target.17.95 doz. 

Cedar Broad heads . 25.95 doz. 

Fiberglass. 36.95 doz. 

Aluminum. 36.95 doz. 



KNIFE SHARPENER 

Now You Too Can Sharpen Any 
Knife To A Razor Edge. 


$25.95 includes — 
clamp — HI-hone holder 
honing oil and 1 each 
coarse, medium and fine 
honing stones and case 

Extra coarse stone $3.97 
Extra fine stone - $6.95 


Features: 

• The exact same angle stroke 

after stroke 

• Can re-edge even chipped 

and broken edges 

• Change the angle on any 

knife 

•Will sharpen even the 
toughest steels — 
stainless or high carbon 
•A perfect edge every time 

• Everything you need in 

convenient high impact 
plastic case. 


SURVIVAL AND RESCUE TOOL 

The SURVIVAL/RESCUE TOOL has been used and endorsed by 
members of the following organizations: U.S. Army Special Forces, 
82nd Airborne Division, XVI11 Airborne Corps, U.S, Army Rangers, 
law enforcement agencies, civilian rescue units, fire depts., professional 
survival experts, air crews, and professional guides and outfitters. 

Price: $36.00 — includes: leather sheath, field manual 
2 for $68.95 

Field manual brochure — $1.25 

Due to U.S. Military allocations quantities are limited. 

PUT THE ODDS IN YOUR FA VOR 

Can your knife — 

Be utilized even when 
your fingers are broken, 
burnt, or frozen? 

Split a 6 inch log? 

Be held in your hand 
while you swim, climb 
a ropr or fire a weapon? 

Withstand 20 smashing 
blows with a 20 lb. 
hammer then cut 
through an auto or air¬ 
craft body without 
being damaged? 


HORIZON INDUSTRIES 

P.O. Box 18859, Dept. SF, Irvine, CA 92713 

In a hurry, call 714-835-7232 for C.O.D. Service. CASH ONLY 


USED BT 

• MILITARY •PARAMEDICS •HUNTERS •PILOTS 

• POLICEMEN •TIREMEN • FISHERMEN • RESCUE TEAMS 

• PARACHUTISTS • BACK PACKERS • SCOUTS • TRUCKERS 


KH1FE EDGE 
BONE I METAL SAW 
WIRE STRIPPER 
BACK CUTTING EDGE 
BOTTLE CAP OPENER 
CLASS AND 

TILE CUTTER 

• MADE OF 440 C 

STAINLESS STEEL 

• nylon CORO 

• LEATHER SHEATH 

INCLUDED 



Pat No. 386-5370 
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TI|e*’W6«lly Fully**! 

100% Pure Virgin Wool Outdoor Sweater 
From England, rugged heavy rib knit, natural 
fibre sweater that keeps you warm, even when 
wet! Ideal for hunting, backpacking, and all cold 
weather activities. 

Long used by British Armed Forces. Now author¬ 
ized as optional wear by our Marine Corps (Olive 
only). Matching cotton/polyester twill shoulder 
& elbow patches reduce abrasion wear. Extra 
long body prevents "ride-up'\ Home washable. 

Men & women sizes 32 to 46. 

Specify Olive, Navy, Blue-Grey, 

Forest Green or. International 

Orange. New V-neck in (b /| /| q f- 

Sand only. Postpaid 


TEAKWOOD 

PARACHUTE WINGS 


Handcarved in Thailand. Framed, ready to 
be proudly displayed! Infantry blue 
background. 

i9"xi3''.$29.95 



"DOG TAGS" 

Genuine stainless steel G.I. I.D. Tag. 
Embossed with information you supply. 
5 lines up to 15 characters per line. You 
get 2 tags and both chains. Ideal for 
luggage identification. Key chains, etc. 
Be sure to provide clear information for 
reproduction. 

Set - $5.95 Extra plates $1.95 ea. 


"NAME TAPES" 

Now you can purchase genuine Mil- 
Spec Web Name Tapes. Available in 
Black on O.D. tape, White on Blue or 
Black on White. Used to identify 
uniforms, hunting clothing, personal 
equipment, baggage, etc. 

4 tapes for $3.25. Additional tapes, 
same information 50' each. Any name 
or title can be embroidered. 


"NYLON WALLET" 


Rugged parapack nylon! Velcro® 
closure for safety. Has inner pockets for 
I.D., Credit Cards, etc. Water resistant, 
lightweight & comfortable. O.D. or 

$8.98 


"CAMOUFLAGE" 


Genuine G.I. issue Vietnam leaf 
pattern. Size Sm. Reg., Med. Reg., & 
Lge. Reg. 


Limited Quantities ... 


$42.95 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 



All items postpaid CONUS. Send Check or MO. - $20 Minimum 
for VISA, M.C. orC.O.D. to: 


Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. 

Box 108-L, Powder Springs, Ga. 30073 
Phone Orders: (404) 943-9336 


FULL AUTO 

Continued from page 14 
the degree of loss of control experienced 
by the gunner. Usually, the first two 
rounds fired are the most accurate 
anyway, and each successive round from 
that point on further aggravates the pro¬ 
blem, plus not hitting the target. 


The method used is the simple “press— 
release^ idea that allows the rapid volume 
of fire so necessary on today’s battlefields 
but does not escalate the already serious 
ammunition consumption problem. The 
idea is simple and easy to use. Just 
remember to “press—release” for each 
burst, correcting your aim as required be¬ 
tween bursts, and you’ll find that you’ll 
hit the target just as fast, if hot faster, and 
not burn precious ammunition unneces¬ 
sarily. 

Movie and TV actors don’t die when 
they do stupid things with weapons on the 
“tube” — however, you just might if you 
emulate them. So, keep the bufsts down 
to two to five rounds to increase your 
chances of survival — they’re bad eno ugh 
already without making them worse! RS| 


TERRAIN & SITUATION 

Continued from page 87 

But some tips are in order for its use. 
One good friend carries his High Standard 
derringer with the grips removed. It makes 
a flatter silhouette and is, after all, just a 
hideout gun. Another tip regarding the 
High Standard is shooting it with the se¬ 
cond finger, trigger finger laid carefully 
upside the barrels — long-fingered folks 
beware! With a gun like this, practice 
range should be progressive and seven feet 
is not a bad place to start. The highest 
speed, hollowpoint bullets safe to shoot 
should be loaded into the High Standard 
in order to make a hit anywhere do as 
much as it can. A hollow point .22 
magnum is far 'more serious than even a 
high speed Long Rifle round, but the 
problem with the High Standard is con¬ 
necting, and that shouldn’t be forgotten. 
This implies no inherent inaccuracy with 
the gun, just that size — in human terms 
— mitigates towards poor shooting. 

Safariland and Jackass offer excellent 
pocket holsters for the High Standard der¬ 
ringer, similar to those made for 
automatics like the. Bauer and Sterling. 
The holster is available with optional car¬ 
tridge loops providing a spare load for the 
little iwo-shooter. In addition to this, the 
wallet-type “shoot-through” holsters are 
also offered to aid concealed carrying. 

For those who want a more potent car¬ 
tridge in a gun the size — roughly — of a 
small frame auto, the High Standard is an 
obvious choice. And yes. High Standard 
is in production. As this is written all is 
well with the company and the derringers 
themselves are in production. Demand, 
however, far outstrips supply at this 
point. For more information, write High 
Standard, 31 Prestige Park Circle, East 
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Hartford, CT 06108, USA. Current retail 
for the blue High Standard derringer is 
$89.95, more than competitive. 

A Marlin makes a good choice for go¬ 
ing out in rough country after medium¬ 
sized game. It’s small enough and light 
enough to be carried comfortably all day 
long. Because of the handy size it’s easy to 
use without a sling when climbing a tree or 
navigating obstacles. Because of the 
simplicity of the lever action and the rug¬ 
gedness of the Marlin construction, the 
1894 can be banged and bumped and still 
work like a charm. 

The gold plated trigger looks nice, but I 
could live without it. The lateral hammer 
spur extension for scope use makes it 
much easier to safely drop the hammer 
with a round in the chamber. The lever ac¬ 
tion itself is positive and smooth. By the 
time you read this, a .357 Magnum ver¬ 
sion of the 1894 will be in circulation. But 
even with hot .44 Magnums and no recoil 
pad, shooting the existing 1894 Marlin is 
not at all unpleasant. 

For a rifle to keep in the trunk or 
mounted in the pickup window where 
legal, the Marlin is a tough and useful lit¬ 
tle customer, handy and powerful when¬ 
ever you need it. For more information, 
write Marlin Firearms at 100 Kenn a Dri ve, 
N. Haven, CT 06473, U.S.A. KSfl 


T-SHIRTS 

$6.95 each 

-Fast Deiivery- 


5WEATSHIRTS 

$8.95each 


MILITARY GRAPHICS 

P.O. Box 9671-K 
Baltimore, Md. 21237 

-Brand Name Shirts Used- -Choice of Colors 

Unit Shirts In Stock 



(ABN) Master-W 


CUSTOM WORK FOR 
GROUPS AVAIUILE 
sand for details 


101st.(ABN}- J U.S.A.F Pararescue-S 

82nd.(ABN) K British S.A.S. -T 

U.S.N.Seal-Q LR.D.G. -U 

French Commando-R SS Runes -V 

For Larger Selection, Including (9) British Regiments Send $1.00 
For Our Catalog (free with purch«se) 

(When ordering,please specify shirt type, color, size,and insignia desired) 
SHIRT COLORS-White, Gold, Blue, or Green in Small, Med,Large,X-large 


ALSO available: certificates- 

8x11, Hand Engraved, Scrolled Borders, Place for name, rank, and dates served 


US. SPECIAL FORCES 
USN. SEAL 


U.S.M.C. FORCE RECON 


US.A. MASTER JUMP(Qual.) 

Add your purchase to your Master Charge or VISA card 


Central Intelligence Agency warns: 

TERRORISTS MAY STRIKE U.S. 

Are you prepared? 


‘The CIA expects an epidemic of European-style political 
violence to break out soon in the United States,” the 
Congressional Record recently reported. 

“A confidential Central Intelligence Agency memorandum 
predicts that the United States will experience terrorist attacks 
beginning within the next 18 months," the article stated. 

Because acts of terror and violence around the world had 
increased dramatically, terrorism constitutes a potential danger to 
virtually every person and organization in the world today. 

Experts say the most effective way to combat the terrorist threat 
is to be informed about terrorist groups, their activities, methods 
and whereabouts. 

Current and accurate intelligence on world terrorism is now 
available from the Internationa! Terrorist Research Center in its 
biweekly newsletter, (ntersearch. 

Every' two weeks. Intersearch provides the latest data available 
including: 

• A day-by-day summary of terrorist activity 

• A digest of terrorist-related news items 

• Reviews of pertinent magazine articles and research papers 

• Articles by experts in the field of counter-terrorism 

• News about the latest security products and terrorist 
countermeasures 

• Comments about new books and films dealing with terrorist 
subject matter. 


Founded during the summer of 1978, the International 
Terrorist Research Center is a privately funded, independent 
research organization whose purpose Is to conduct research 
on the sociological, economic, political and psychological 
aspects of terrorist violence. 


It is felt the center’s information services would be beneficial to 
anyone in business, industry or government responsible for and 
concerned about people and property. 

Subscriptions to Intersearch are available on an annual 
renewable basis. The annual subscription fee for either an 
individual or organization is $36. 

So that you don't miss the next issue, we urge you to subscribe 
today. Clip and mail the coupon now. 


■ Enclosed is my check or money order for $36. Start my one- * 

I year subscription (26 issues) to Intersearch, the biweekly | 

I newsletter of the international Terrorist Research Center, with j 

I the current issue. ' ! 

I Name _ j 

j Address_ _ i 


I City-State_Zip _j 

I INTERSEARCH | 

1^ P-0- Box 693, Boulder, Colorado 80306 j 
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MANUFACTURERS 
SUPPLY AVAILABLE NOW! 


Originals Nationally Advertised at over S20.00 

The attractive beauty 
and protection of these 
Air Force Flight 
Glasses offer 
distortion free "wrap¬ 
around" protection 
from wind and glare 
while you see the envy 
of your friends through 
the Mylish gray, all-season, 
impact resistant glass lenses. 

Don't confuse these Flight Glasses with the cheap 
plastic lense shades being offered by so many. These 
beautifully designed flexible gold (or silver) frames 
and adjustable nose pads rest almost weightless as the 
sweat bar ventilates and the spring tension of the 
straight "temples' give positive security and yet easy 
removal without rearranging your hair. Order today at 
our risk - Available only by mail through your order to: 
CSI Optical Department 
P.O. Box 12468 •Jackson. MS 39211 



•C.S.I. 1979 


Amount enclosed $_ 


. and $1 00 for postage 


and handling. Mississippi residents add 5% sales tax. 
Charge //. Check one (Exp. date)_ 

□ ViSA/BankAmericard #_ 

□ Master Charge #_ 

F Enter bank four digit number- 
Name_ 


City^ 


>2lp 


G.I.A. IDENTIFICATION CARD 

Exact three color reprint of the S.O.G.I.D. card issued to CIA agents 
in Viet Nam! This card became famous as the ‘Get out of jail tree" 
card! The bearer of this card is acting under direct orders of the 
President . . DO NOT DETAIN OR QUESTION HIM ' etc. AuthenticT 
Sold as a war relic only! Send S5.00. Guaranteed! 

Devil’s Brigade 

P.O. Drawer I, Waskom, Texas 75692 



QUICKSILVER" 


Designed by Danny Thornton, this ultra-lightweight (6’/^oz) survival 
knife puts the others to shame. A hollow aluminum handle x W) 
holds all the items you’ll need for an emergency, and it's completely wa- 
terproof. Quicksilver's blade is 4" of 440C stainless steel, hand ground to 
a spear point and features a useful false edge. A unique spring lock re¬ 
taining clip in the black leather sheath holds the knife safe and secure in 
any position; the classic boot/belt clip is standard. The Quicksilver sys¬ 
tem is fast, safe, simple and complete. 




To order send $42.50 to 

ARMAMENT SYS 
PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 

P.O. Box 18595/SOF 
Atlanta. GA 30326 



P.O. Box 693, Dept. SF12 

Boulder, Colo. 80306 

A. 


D. 


B. 


E. 


C. 


F. 



POSTERS FROM 
PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 

Large top quality wall posters that show 
your true feelings. They are a must for men 
of adventure. Decorate your 
den, bedroom, workshop, or 
your friendly local store win- 
dow. VISA 

ONLY Mastercharge 

^ Add $1.00 

M ^ Postage 

and Handling 
Each Per Order 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
ALLOW 3*4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_State_Zip _ 



































































SOUTH AFRICAN 
REPORT & COMMENTS 

BE INFORMED OF 
EVENTS & HAPPENINGS 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

$12.00 PER YEAR-U-SA 
$15.00 PER YEAR • ABROAD 

FOR SUBSCRIPTION SEND CHECK 
OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

SmA-Rb 

P,0. BOX 34-1728 
CORAL GABLES, FLA. 33134 



ATTENTION! 

In order to quickly 
locate 

SOLDimi 

OF 

FORTUNI! 

on the racks at your 
favorite newstand all 
future issues will 
carry the SOF logo (as 
pictured above) on the 
upper left hand corner 
of the front cover. 

Don't forget — 

SOLMI^K 

OF 

FOimilNF 

fs now appearing 
monthly! 






FVUY AVIMIAnCI 


FIREFLY 
RESCUE LIGHT 

Strobelight the size of a pack of cigaret¬ 
tes. Standard military issue for over twen¬ 
ty years and now available to the public. 
White strobe light flashes 50 times per 
minute Powerful xenon light penetrates 
rain/fog/haze. Operates nine hours con¬ 
tinuously. Waterproof, shock resistant, 
withstands severe operating environ- 

"'"oNLY M9.95 

Extra Battery Only $7.95 ea. 

VISA—Mastercharge 

PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 

P.O. Box 693, Dept. SF-5 
Boulder, Colo. 80306 

Add $1.50 for Postage and Handling 
Money Back Guarantee—Allow 3*4 Week Delivery 


'•fij 


EiTOf 

Handcraittd 
DettnstKnim 
$SS to $80 

FREE BROCHURE 

Route 1 Box 395 
Ingleside, Texas 
78362 


Larc International, Dept. SF-1 
Box 34-0007 (2640SW 28 th Ln.) 

Miami, Florida 33134 
ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: The coupon 
is also your return mailing label—so please 
print/efif/jb/y with ballpoint or use a typewrit¬ 
er. Cut out coupon, mail with check or mon¬ 
ey order for $36 (includes shipping, handling 
and postage), plus signed testimony as to age: 
/ AFFIRM I AM 18 OR OLDER (signed): 


SEND TO: please print 


Name: 


Address: _ 

Citv: 

State: 

Zip: 


Like it? So do we-especiaily 
the removable shoulder stock 
and new vented barrel shroud. 
Not only does this new M19-A 
look like it means business, 
but it shoots like it, too! The 
patented, smooth-flow feed 
system pours on the power at 
the rate of 3,000 BBs per 
minute! Use it with compressed 
air or with convenient one- 
pound cans of Freon (available 
at auto, hardware and air- 
conditioning stores). Add real 
zip to this summer's shooting. 
By using the special coupon in 
this ad (and please fill it out 
correctly!) you'll receive at no 
extra cost the tubular shoulder 
stock, a $5 value. Acquire 
yoUr M19-A today and see 
why we say our new design for 
'79 is the best annihitator yet! 







































REQUIREMENTS 30^ per word per Insertion, including 
name and address — Minimum charge $6.00. Copy must 
be accompanied by remittance. Mail to SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 
Insertion will not be made without payment. We reserve 
the right to delete or change any copy which we deter¬ 
mine to be objectionable. Please type or print all ads. We 
do not furnish proofs. Include name and address in 
counting number of words. Post office, zip code and 
stale, each counts as words. Abbreviations such as A.P., 
20mm, U.S., etc. each counts as one word. Hyphenated 
words are counted as two words. 


CONFIDANT: goes anywhere, does anything (cash only). 
Box 24462, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33307. 


MAD MAN’S BOOK OF FORMULAS: How to make, step- 
by-step goodies like Knockout Drops, Explosives, 
Silencers, Poisons, Letter Bombs, and many others, A 
Must in completing your library. Third Printing at $9.95. 
Act Now. Jim Multaler, 1858 West Arrow Street, 
Milwaukee, Wl 53204. 


CRIMEFIGHTERS — Send $1.00 for fully illustrated 
police catalog. B-PEC, Dept. SF-98, 9889 Alondra, 
Bellflower, CA 90706. 


S.W.A.T. ASSOCIATES, an elite group of Individuals, Im¬ 
mediately available for covert and personal protection 
operptions. We’re here to stay. Where finances are 
available S.W.A.T, has the capabilities of performing 
functions on a professional basis. More than 9 yrs. ex¬ 
perience in covert ops, personal protection, special 
forces, investigations, and K-9 training. Personnel in¬ 
clude ex-Green Beret, ex-Ranger, ex-S.W.A.T. instructor, 
and other competent individuals. You need services. 
You need it done right the first time. Use the profes¬ 
sionals. Use S.W.A.t. Current Passports available. We 
travel internationally. For brochure or services: P.O. Box 
1421, Mobile, AL 36601 or 205-653-7549. 


K—9’s by DOG SOLDIERS for the SOFer who needs and- 
wants the best. For bodyguard/personal protection 
operations protect your client with a bomb detecting, 
building searching, perimeter guarding K-9. For mere 
operations get a tracker, scout/ambush detecting, guard 
dog. Have your dog trained by the professionals who 
know what you need. Dogs are trained on a custom 
basis. We give you what you need and want. Write or Call 
P.O. Box 1421, Mobile, AL 36601 or 205-653-7549. 

TRAINING AVAILABLE by S.W.A.T. in the following 
areas: combat hand-gunning techniques, firing from 
moving auto, combat firing techniques with assault 
rifle/shotgun, close combat instruction, boobytraps, 
physical and electronic surveillance and the detection 
of, tricks of the trade for personal protection, guerrilla 
warfare techniques, S.W.A.T. tactics, assault, and 
rehearsals. For brochure: P.O. Box 1421, Mobile, AL 
36601 or 205-653-7549. 

FOR SALE: Genuine United States Armed Forces 
surplus clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, 
survival gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our 
latest catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., 1036 S. Clare¬ 
mont, Chicago, IL 60612. 

CONVERT M-1 CARBINE TO M-2 (full auto); AR'15 to 
M-16. No machining. Complete details $7.50. Silencer or 
MAC-10 submachine gun patent drawings $6.00 each or 
both for $10.00. CDS, Box 3897, Daytona Beach, Florida 
32018. 


FORMER MERC wants action high-risk dirty work. Ex¬ 
pert small arms, automatic weapons, covert operations, 
personal protection. Travel anywhere anytime. All worth¬ 
while contracts followed through. Contact Steiger, P.O. 
Box 131, Lake Bluff, IL 60044, or Steiger 312-566-1300. 

TIRED OF PAYING unreasonable taxes? Do you support 
proposition 13? Let everyone know exactly how you feel. 
This decorative 8x11 certificate proclaims that you are 
"Mad as Hell" about unfair rates. Perfect for framing and 
displaying at home, office, anywhere! Send $3.00 plus 
25e postage to BMC Company, P.O. Box 10786, Midwest 
City. OK 73140. 


FOR SALE OR TRADE: Rhodesian badges, emblems, 
uniforms. Other inquiries invited. Cpt. Joe Smith, 16 
Ledo Court, corner 7th Ave. and Selous St., Salisbury, 
Rhodesia. 


AIRBORNE/ELITE UNIT BOOKS our speciality. Free Ijst. 
The Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 3107H, Uptown Sta¬ 
tion, Nashville, TN 37219. 


DEPENDABLE PISTOL, RIFLE CUPS. Made in the U.S. 
For up to date production price list send $2.00 cover 
charge. Other countries send sufficient for Air Mail. D & 
E MAGAZINES MFG., P.O. Box 4579-B, Downey, CA 
90241. 


LE MERCENAIRE! An Intelligence newsletter written by 
and for meres and men looking for action. Keep on top of 
trends and hot spots. A must for the pro. Sample $1.00 or 
$9.00 per year. 540 Charles St., Aurora, III. 60506. 

UNINHABITED ISLANDS. Need a hideout? Or a quiet 
staging area for a clandestine operation? Exciting new 
book contains detailed descriptions of more than eighty 
uninhabited Islands, with maps showing exact loca¬ 
tions! Complete report only $5.00. Loompanics, Box 264, 
Mason, Michigan 48854. 

USUSUAL BOOKS. Silencers, lockpicking, crime, police 
manuals, bugging and countersurveillance, fake ID, sur¬ 
vival, unusual and improvised weapons, life extension, 
moneymaking opportunities, explosives, self defense,in¬ 
vestigative and undercover techniques, strange phi¬ 
losophies, and much morel We offer the best selection 
of suppressed information ever put on sale! Unique il¬ 
lustrated catalog only $1. Loompanics, Box 264, Mason, 
Michigan 48854. 

LEGITIMATE, LICENSE SECURITY Agency. Need per- 
sonal security and in the New York City Area? Our direc¬ 
tor is a former United States Deputy Marshal, and most 
assignments are performed by off-duty police officers. 
Long Island Executive Protection, l^TD. 516-732-6040. 

WANTED: Christians and/or Patriots interested In and 
dedicated to the preservation of our Christian Heritage 
and/or Constitutional Freedoms to attend the Christian- 
Patrlots Defense League Freedom Festival at the Chris¬ 
tian Conservative Church Estate Grounds in Louisville, 
lllinlos, the weekend of June 16-17,1979. Free admission 
and camping privileges on the 50 acre, tree-studded, 
river-bordered festival grounds. Booths and display 
areas free to those with worth-while products or pro¬ 
grams. Nationwide participation. Come — Vacation — 
gather — prepare for the inevitable. Pre-date registration 
required for controlled attendance. Only quality Patriots 
wanted. For details, write Christian-Patriots Defense 
League. P.O Box 565R, Flora, llinois 62839 or call 
618/665-3937 now — Your Country needs you. 

AIRBORNE, UNIQUE LEATHER items for the airborne 
man. Now available: belt buckles, 11th, 17th, 82nd, 101st, 
Death from Above, parachute wings, $7.50 each. Watch- 
bands — parachute wings, S.F,, Airborne Association, 
$5.50 each. Key Fobs — 11th, 17th, 82nd, 101st, 
parachute wings, S.F., Airborne Association, $2.00 each. 
Mail to 3 K’s Leathercraft, Box 26, Bethpage, TN 37022. 

MALE, 25, VETERAN, good physical condition, qualified 
small arms, multi-engine pilot, A. and P. mechanic, 
passport, seeking short term assignment. Bob, 2325 
Siedenberg Ave., Key West, FL 33040. 

OFFICIAL U.S. GOV’T. SECTIONAL CHARTS of Vietnam, 
Laos, or Cambodia. Great for your favorite wall. $5.00 
cash or M.O, PPD. Aero-Graphics, Inc., P.O. Box 1141, 
Havelock, NC 28532. 

BRASS KNUCKLES! Genuine article! Large, knobby 8 
oz. size! Coliector’s item! $15; 2/$25. Atlantic-S, Box 
12627, Charleston, SC 29412._ 

HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT means no quarter — no 
mercy! Now in its second big printing, the Classic 
Manual, "THE TACTICAL SKILLS OF HAND-TO-HAND 
COMBAT (SELF-DEFENSE)," teaches you how to fight 
to win in serious, real combat! The F.B.I., the U.S. Secret 
Service, the Navy SEALs and the C.I.A. are just a few of 
the organizations that have received this little gem! 
Send $7 cash or money order to: Bradley J. Steiner, 606 
North 7th Street No. 58, Phoeplx, Arizona 85014. 


WANTED: SWAT manuals, urban warfare information. 
For SOF research project. Contact Editor, Soldier of For- 
tune, Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

FIGHTING KNIVES: Bagwell's Damascus, Crawford, 
Ruana, Wilson, stock all Randall's. List prices, im¬ 
mediate delivery, convenient layaway plan. Knives 
custom built. Catalog $1.00. Doug Kenefick, 19 Leander 
St., Danielson, CT 06239. 

ADVENTURERS — Clandestine and concealed weapons 
systems, survival aids, knives and ninja equipment for 
your profession or hobby. New illustrated catalog of pro¬ 
fessional quality equipment and goods. Send two bucks 
(refundable) to; ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326, 

• PRO-SERVICE INC. For Info call 831-263-0556. 

COBRAY/SIONICS/MAC — Accessories for the con¬ 
noisseur of exotic weaponry. Full color Cobray stIck-on 
decals, $2.50, 3/$6.00: shoulder patches, $10.00, 
3/$25.00; brass belt buckles, $15.00, 3/$40.00. 
Leathergoods for the professional adventurer, MAC-11 
series: operational briefcase, $300.00; holster 
w/magazine pouch, $40.00; double magazine pouch, 
$37.00; MAC-10 holster, $37.00; MAC-10/11 suppressor 
holster, $33.00. All items new manufacture. ASP, P.O. 
Box 18595, Atlanta. GA 30326. 

NAZI WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes Daggers, Swords. 
Helmets, Flags, Uniforms, everything! Illustratedcatalog 
$10.00 bill (refundable). Disco, Box 331-X, Cedar-burg, Wl 
53012. 

CANADIAN PARATROOPS: Un-official history available, 
1942-1978, Normandy Invasion to Cyprus Conflict to new 
Special Service Force, Write: Lt. Floyd Low, 44 FD ENGR 
SON, 1990-7th Avenue. Trail, B.C., Canada, V1R 3C3, 
185p., $15.00 (US) post-paid. 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA, SOF READERS! — Professionally- 
taught 20-Lesson Course In COMBATO Self-Defense 
teaches life-saving skills! "The finest short-term self- 
defense course in the world!" Lethal, PRACTICAL, 
combat-survival, hand-to-hand fighting. $1 brings 
brochure -i- details. SURVIVAL-DEFENSE, P.O. Box 
7162, Phoenix, Arizona 85011. 

CONVERT NH CARBINE ^o M-2 (full auto); AR-15 to 

M-16. No machining. Complete details $7.50. SPANO, 
Box 3897, Daytona Beach, Florida 32018. 

COMBAT EXPERIENCED VET familiar with most small 
arrris. Needs contacts — will go anywhere, your cost. 
John Longo, P.O. 487, Folly Beach, SC 29439. 

BULLETPROOF VESTS, Lightweight Kevlar, totally con- 
cealable. Protection to .44 magnum and .30 carbine. The 
finest available, $90 up. Quantity discounts. Rennwaffe, 
Inc., P.O. Box 2116, Pikeville, KY 41501, 606-432-4792. 

MARTIAL ARTS equipment, Gerber knives, combat mar¬ 
tial arts books. For catalog send $1.00 to: V/KI Martial 
Arts Supply, 529 S. Clewell St., Fountain Hill, PA 18015. 

BADGE COLLECTORS send 50c for list of law, fire, & RR 
badges or $5.00 for next 12 monthly lists. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF29, 9889 Alondra, Bellflower, CA 90706. 

BROWNING hTt*OW^R 30-shot magazines, S&W 

30-shot magazines $20.00 each. Colt. .45 25-shot 
magazines $17.00 each! Ninja Knife (Original) with 
sheath, $35.00 each. $2.00 shipping per order. $1.00 for 
complete list. All items made In U.S.A. Fully 
guaranteed!!! C.M.A. Enterprises, 5679 Manchester 
Road, Akron, OH 44319. We can save you money!! 

FIREPOWER. The true story of how two men looking for 
adventure ended up in Africa alongside a handful of 
mercenaries from Europe and America. The truth behind 
today’s mercenary scene. Illustrated. Send 5.00 pounds 
to Redman, 33 Alexandra Road, Ford, Plymouth, Devon, 
England. 

BIGFOOT — mantracker. All operations confidential. 
Phone (813-774-6350), ask for Bigfoot. 

COLLECTOR PAYING CASH for Special Fqrces, SEAL 
and UDT (non-magnetlc) knives, patches; Insignia. Kane, 
47 Gillette, Bayport, NY 11705. 

HEADHUNTERS! The Legendary Amazon Blowgun! 
Finest in the world. Deadly accurate. Silent, Cunning. 
$15.00. Includes plenty of darts. CANNAE, P.O. Box 
1362, Decatur, GA 30031. 
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MARTIAL ARTS EQUIPMENT, Gerber knives, combat 
martial arts books. For catalog send $1.00 to WKI Martial 
Arts Supply, 529 S. Clewall St., Fountain Hill, PA 18015. 

TO ALL CONSERVATIVES — are you fed up with the 
cowardly, ineffecitve Republican Party? Write N.F.P., 
2404 10th #208, Lubbock, TX 79401. 

O. U.S.F. — is a now-forming organization of ex-Marines, 
for the performance of security and related functions In¬ 
terested In any offers of comments, information, or 
possible associations. Write Rick, P.O. Box 13174, 
Spokane, Washington 99213. 

MAXIM SILENCER COUPLING for Winchester, Rem¬ 
ington, Marlin and Mossburg .22 rifles. State make, 
model and barrel diameter. $10 ppd. D.A.Q., Box 50269, 
Cicero, IL 60650. 

MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT. Clog ascenders 
(same as Jumar’s) $59.00; oval carabiner anodized flat 
black, 3500 lbs. min. strength, $4.75; 50’ avalanche cord 
$4.50; rough terrain gaiters with Velcro closure, $16.00. 
Include $1.50 to cover postage on any order. For more 
specific needs write Bushcrafters, 35 Forest, Suite 215, 
Riverside, IL 60546. 

DESPERATE FINANCIAL CONDITION. Help send a 
trooper to Rhodesia. All contributions above air fare will 
be returned to contributor. Honest! Send your invest¬ 
ment for a better Africa to — FRL, P.O. Box 15494, San 
Diego. CAS2165._ 

REMAIL SERVICE — courier service — NItellfe referrals 
for metropolitan area — doctors, lawyers, limousines. 
Any assignment. Strictly confidentlaK Viet vet. Keep this 
ad. Psychology, Box 216, Sea Bright, NJ 07760. 

COURIER. Transportation of all valuables. Domestic — 
overseas. Extremely reliable. Available on short notice. 
Current passport. Bondable. Armed. R.M. Tindle III (215) 
687-8366. 

MERCENARIES — trained in the EverGaies by profes¬ 
sional warriors, available for short term, high risk opera¬ 
tion. Ask for BIgfoot, phone 813-774-1933. 

LAWMAN FOR HIRE. College ed. In police science. 
Graduate of a police academy in northern California. 
Holder of two certificates of completion (non-lethal 
chemical agents, security guard baton training). 
Guaranteed results where police have failed. Will work 
for highest pay offer. Cash in advance. THE DURANGO 
KID, 1903 Albee St., Apt. #3, Eureka, CA 95501. 

GOVERNMENT LANDS — This is not a ripoff; this is a 
list of agencies and addresses to contact concerning 
low cost land for sale or homesteading (Yes, you still 
can). Send $2.25 to: Chastik, P.O. Box 9806, Grandview, 
MO 64134. 

SURVIVE. Dehydrated, nitrogen packed food. Nutritious, 
large variety, compact, easily stored, light weight. 
Anonymity guaranteed. One year supply $499. SASE. 
NAF, Box 9015, Colorado Springs, CO 80932. 

ELECTRIC METERS: How to slow, stop or reverse their 
flow completely undetected. Great when you don’t want 
to be detected. S.A.S.E. to Power Service, Box 415, 
Watkinsville, GA 30677. 

BYRON DE LA BECKWITH NEEDS YOUR HELP — Na- 
tlonally recognized Mississippi segregationist found 
NOT GUILTY in a 5-day 1974 Federal trial — LATER CON¬ 
VICTED in 1975 in lower court by an ALL BLACK JURY IN 
A 2-DAY TRIAL!! Double jeopardy? YES! A jury of his 
Peers? — NO! Political prisoner??? — YES! Now in 
Louisiana State prison for 5-years. Must have massive 
financial assistance immediately for NEW LEGAL 
MOVES and RELATED EXPENSES. Please send all 
assistance to: Bank of Greenwood, Greenwood, MS 
38930, for deposit only to: Byron De La Beckwith. Please 
hurry, and thanks!! Paid for by friends of Byron De La 
Beckwith. 

WETNAM VETS/SOUVENIR COLLECTORS — Clear 
copies of “safe-conduct passes” and “reward” leaflets 
with Illustrations from Vietnam. B&W, 4 different types 
printed both sides. $2.00 each or all 4 for $7.00, PPD. 
Color. 2 sides, 1 type. $5.00 PPD. Eric R. Wendt, 2N436 
Amy, Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137. 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF MERCENARIES 

invites you to join us now! Are you seeking a life of 
adventure? Register with other brothers of adventure 
worldwide. For free Information and application form, 
send self-addressed stamped envelope to: I.B. of M., 

P. O. Box 5, RIchboro, PA 18954. 

MIN114 SURVIVAL REPORT — tells how to turn the mini 
14 into an even better weapon. $1.00. Survival/Security 
Associates, Dept. HGA, POB 30753, Seattle, Washington 
98103._ 

WILL BUY FILM — We need footage, 16,8, Super 8mm of 
disaster, death and catastrophy. Must be authentic. Call 
or write, Production Department, 1100 So. La Brea Ave., 
LA, CA 90019 (213) 937-0300._ 

GERBER MK II survival knives $37.50 Ppd. Desper Enter¬ 
prises, 1220 E. Mercer Ln., Phoenix, Arizona 85020 (602) 
997-1864, 6 week delivery. 


COMPASSES. Genuine U.S. Military/NATO Lensatic 
Compass. New — not surplus; $30.00. SILVA Ranger 
TD-15; $25.50. Nylon case; $2.00. Postage $1.50 (U.S.), 
$2.50 (overseas). Check/M.O. NORTH STAR NAVIGA¬ 
TION, P.O. Box 504, Kilmarnock, VA 22482. 

BRASS KNUCKLES — just like the ones you lost way 
back when... but these are lightweight aluminum. Why 
carry the extra weight? $6.00 each or 3/$15.00 to: ASP, 
P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326._ 

STORE FRESH EGGS 2 years without refrigeration. Sim¬ 
ple, inexpensive. Send $3.00 to: Valhalla Publications, 
Drawer 600 SF, Pinson, Alabama 35126. 

SURVIVAL FOOD — Pemmican is compact, nutritious. 
Easily made. Directions $3.00. Mail to: Valhalla Publica¬ 
tions, Drawer 600 SF, Pinson, Alabama 35126. 

THE RELIGION OF ODIN—A HANDBOOK. The story of 
the faith of ancient northern Europe. Ceremonies, 
Beliefs, History of worshippers of Thor and Odin. Only 
book of its kind. 155 pages, 9 ill.. Soft cover. $8.95. Viking 
House, P.O. Box 160, Red Wing, MN 55066. 

SUB SONIC and SUPER SONIC AMMUNITION now avail 
able. Designed in direct co-ordinance with Ingram SMG 
systems. For more information, write — American 
Ballistics Company, P.O. Box 1410 SF, Marietta, Georgia 
30061. 

SEAFARING JOBS — Good pay, no experience. Men, 
women. Stamped, long envelope. GLOBETROTTER, Box 
1266-SA, Kansas City, MO 64141. 

BENTON’S CUSTOM KNIVES. Hand crafted knives made 
In one man shop. 440C blades are vacuum heat treated 
and frozen In liquid nitrogen to remove brittleness. 
These blades are equal to any available blades. Handles 
are super tough linen bases micarta. Boot knives start at 
$50.00. Fighting knives start at $75.00. My design or 
yours. Free brochure. Rt. 1, Box 395, Ingleside, Texas 
78362. 

CHANGE IDENTITY, obtain authentic alternate I.D., 
disappear, create new past. “The New Paper Trip” 
$16.50. Back issues S.O.F. in store or by mail. Catalog 
$1.00. Survival Books, Dept. SOF, 11108 Magnolia, North 
Hollywood, CA 91601. (213) 763-0804. 

SS AND NAZI MILITARIA. World’s biggest catalog, in- 
cluding 2 large posters, $2 (refundable). KRUPPER, Box 
177SF, Syracuse. NY 13208 

KILL OR BE KILLED Train with professional expert (14 
yrs. exp.) of deadly close quarter hand-to-hand combat 
and self-defense. Specializing in training professional 
meres, undercover intelligence agents, body guards, 
elite military teams and security personnel only. Use of 
garotte, knife, axe, bailing hooks, etc. also taught. 
Tough, no bullshit training. Your life Is on the line. For 
details write Charles Hoffman, 64 Main St., Tuckahoe, 
NY. Armed forces and governmental contracts welcome. 

LIMITED EDITION AIRBORNE Special Forces Belt 
Buckles & Key Chains available. See No. 78 issue of 
SOF, page 25. Buckle, $12.50, Key Chain $8.50 plus $1.50 
P&H. Also SF ID Cards in full color $4.00 each. Selling 
personal military library. FM-TM, SF Extension Courses, 
etc. Send SASE for list. Bulk sale only but extremely 
reasonable. Ninja Knife with Shoulder Harness $35.00 + 
$1.50 P&H. Telephones — Jack Type, Desk and Slim 
Line. 1st & 2nd Color Choice $15.00 post paid. Good idea 
to get ahead of the system early. Time to come in, there 
is rain in Spain. Special Springer Knives from West Ger¬ 
many, Stag Handle $50.00 ea., very rare. Send check or 
MO to Gene Kuhrmeier, do Ninja-Do Academy, P.O. Box 
291, Naperville, IL 60540. 

LOCK PICKING — free phone calls — Bugging — Ex¬ 
plosives — Much More! Books & SUPPLIES! Former 
Agents tells ALL! Send $2.00 (refundable) to: 
L.A.N.D,1.-S., 625 Post St., #1048, San Francisco 94109. 
C.I.A. AGENT, RETIRED — marketing complete line of 
the latest Professional Equipment and Technical 
Manuals. Lock Picking, Alarrri Systems Compromise, 
Safe Manipulation, Car Repossession, Bugging, Com¬ 
puter Theft, Phone Phreaking — MUCH MORE! Send 
$1.00 (refundable) to: N.E.P., P.O. Box 8741-S., Atlanta 
30306. NOW WHILE YOU STILL CAN._ 

RACIALIST RIGHT newspapers and magazines $1.00 for 
complete listing: Natale Sergi, Box 501, McKees Rocks, 
PA 15136._ 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED ~ messenger-courier, bond- 
able, passport, financial — jewelry & antiquary back¬ 
ground. Experienced in all forms of self-defense. Com¬ 
plete discretion & reliability assured. Contact Damion, 
Box 566, Kingsbury, TX 58639._ 

EX-VIET NAM VETERAN: years’ point man and visual 

tracker — British & New Zealand trained in guerrilla war¬ 
fare. 5 year police veteran SWAT team member. Recon 
intelligence specialist. Expert with 12 ga. shotgun, 357 
mag. handgun. Capable of training men in British Recon 
tactics. Serious countries short notices. Contact Cpt. 
Spider, 1019 Brown, Junction City, KS 66441._ 

NINJITSU INSTRUCTOR wants teaching position any¬ 
where — civilian or military. Send for resume. J.H.H., 
8815 Darlina, El Paso, Texas 79925. 


GENTLEMAN THAT IS BORED in peace is looking fora 
bit of excitement. Within the boundaries of law if possi¬ 
ble; has nothing against “crime” if sufficiently entertain¬ 
ing. May accept permanent employment providing it 
suits my taste. Well qualified, graduate studies, ex» 
USMC, multi-lingual, globetrotter. Gentleman Peter, Box 
15351, San Diego, CA 92115._ 

U.S SPACE CREW PATCHES — Have limited number of 
USAF & NASA space shuttle test and flight crew patch¬ 
es. All genuine, 5 patches in each set. $10 per set, inc. 
free mission profile. Other space/military insignia at 
lowest prices. Let me know your needs. The Sutler, 122 
Parkside Ave., Syracuse, NY 13207.__ 

CAMOUFLAGE JUNGLE FATIGUES, USMC, — $31.00; 
OD Sateen Fatigues — $29.00. Sets of jacket and 
trousers; state neck, chest, waist and height 
measurements. Black leather combat boots — $28.00. 
Add $3.00 shipping for each item. OD boot sock?, 
cushioned sole — $2.50 postpaid. Government Market¬ 
ing Enterprises, P.O. Box 5041, Alexandria, Virginia 
22305._ 

BODYGUARD A^D EXECUTIVE PROTECTION Manual. 
Former United States Deputy Marshal and Director of 
Long Island Executive Protection, tells how to enter this 
rapidly expanding field', 30% Increase in 1978. Chapters 
on weapons, clothing, Client Security, Vehicle use etc. 
and cost of all equipment needed, $4.99. American Ex¬ 
press accepted, Manul Post Office Box 442, Coram, New 
York 11727. 

BARNETT CROSSBOW — 150 lb. “Wildcat” — ultimate 
in survival — free shiping — $135,00 — Butch’s Gun & 
Archery, 7503 Aurora N. Seattle, Washington 98103. 

YOU PRINT IT — Simple method shows how you can 
print your own material. Instructions, $3.95 — Print, Box 
2095, Carolina, P.R. 00630. 

SEATTLE — when in the area, stop at your combat 
weapons shop. Butch's Gun & Archery, 7503 Aurora, 
Seattle, Washington 98103. 

CONSERVATIVE, Viet Vet., airborne pathfinder, 6 yrs. 
college in psychology, political science desires position 
with anti-communist organization in admin, or opera¬ 
tions. Reply J-528, P.O. Box 124, Federal Square Station, 
Harrisburg, PA 17102. 

S.W.A.T TEAMS use “taser” — first handgun alternative. 
More stopping power than .38 calibpr pistol. Enclose 
S.A.S.E. Quality Creations, 2801 Biscayne, Youngstown, 
Ohio 44505. 

BERETS, Green or Black, same as worn, by Special 
Forces, U.S. Made, $11.75 plus $1.00 for postage and 
handling. Include hat size and color choice to M.S.I., Box 
1092, Manhattan, Kansas 66502. 

TRACER AND INCENDIARY AMMUNITION. First Aid 
and medical supplies. VPI gun protector cases. USAF 
target practice rocket. Survival food. Write for complete 
list. Survival Supplies, N. 1501 Fiske, Spokane, WA 
99202. 

PARACHUTING’S UNFORGETTABLE JUMPS. The Army 
Times says, “...a monumental exploration of the 
history of parachuting.. .the story of airborne assaults 
in the last three wars, a comprehensive listing of air¬ 
borne Medal of Honor winners and some excellent pic¬ 
tures.. .highly recommended, especially for airborne 
men.” This book is also a regular “Who’s Who” of the 
celebrities in the Parachutirig world; professionals and 
sport champions are interviewed for their fuhnlesl, most 
unusual and most memorable jump stories. Over 200 
spectacular photographs by some of the world’s best 
parachuting photographers. Plus a free color poster. 
Send $13 for a copy of this magnificent book (9x6 hard¬ 
bound) to Howard Gregory, 640 The Village #209, Redon¬ 
do Beach, CA 90277. ($13 includes handling and shipp¬ 
ing costs.) 

ACREAGE, NORTHERN NEW YORK STATE — 5 to 100 
acres from $225.00 per acre. Surveyed, warranty deeds, 
road access. Financing by owner. Send $1.00 for Listing 
to: DEFELICE ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 604, Stratford, 
CT 06497. 

ELECTRONIC SPYING, LOCK PICKING, Phone Phreak- 
Ing, Car Repossession — Professional EQUIPMENT and 
Course Manuals — $1.00 (refundable): S.E.V.E.R.U.S,, 
P.O. Box 16992, Jackson, MS 39206. 

WW II GERMAN NEWSREELS of the great battles on 
Super 8 sound film and video cassettes, complete and 
uncut from original source materials. Send stamp for 
free brochure. International Historic Films, P.O. Box 
29035, Chicago, IL 60629. 

IDEAS that BECOME BIG BUSINESS? How 200 Mtl- 
lionaires Made Their Money; Fully detailed revealing 
facts, many unbelievable. Will give you a hundred ideas, 
of what you can do to make yours. 400 pages. Hardcover. 
GUARANTEED! $5.95. (Over 400 titles available.) Penn¬ 
sylvania Success, Box 14190, Phila., PA 19138. 

LOW LEVEL LIGHT AMPLIFIER (Starllte) Plans. Incredi- 
ble, build your own at a fraction of the cost. Complete 
with illustrations and suppliers list. $6.50 includes 
IstClass postage. Techniplan, Box 164, Madison, AL 
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OFFSHORE MARINE JOBS! Newsletter covers entry 
and licensed employment aboard Gulf Coast oil service 
vessels. Hiring practices, wages, training. $3.00 (m.o.). 
Offshore Research Service, Box 2606NSLIF, Thibodaux, 
LA 70301._ 

“BAD” BAYONETS — strictly wall hangers! Original 
German bayonet blades epoxied Into black lexan handle; 
comes with black leather belt sheath. They won’t cut 
warm butter, and they’re not guaranteed against any¬ 
thing, but they do make Interesting conversation items 
(make up your own war story) and attractive decorations. 
Take a chance! $20.00 each or 2/$35.00: ASP, P.O. Box 
18595, Atlanta. GA 30326._ 

BRASS KNUCKLES — just like the ones you lost way 
back when... but these are aluminum. Why carry the ex¬ 
tra weight? $6.00 each or 3/$15.00 to ASP, P.O. Box 
18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

SILENT — LIKE A WHISPER ON THE WIND — The 
blowgun...an exotic weapon from the past for the 
adventurer of today. Compact aluminum tube, custom 
shaped mouthpiece and precision engineered projec¬ 
tiles; the complete system $16.95, postpaid from 
Shadow Systems, P.O. Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

JOIN THE MEN OF THE WORLD — be an underwater 
specialist. Course available, money earned jobs. For 
booklet, $5.00 to Sub System, c/o W. Miller, 15 Wolf St., 
Tlllsonburg, Ont. Can. N4G 1S2. 

SPECIALISTS IN WILDERNESS operations. We know 
backcountry Ethiopia, Turkey, Chile, India, Cuba and 
elsewhere like no others. Write for color brochure. 
SOBEK Expeditions, Box 1267, Angels Camp, CA 95222. 

BUSINESS CONSULTANT involved in international 
business, Including foreign tax havens, writing business 
articles & books, creating new ventures, managing in¬ 
vestment funds, international banking & finance seeks 
contacts with others Involved in business for possible 
mutually profitable activities. I don’t have anything 
specific in mind, but am always interested in hearing 
from other business people about their Interests, Ideas, 
projects, services offered, etc. Box 5474, New York, New 
York 10017._ 

WHERE CAN I GET the best possible training in hyp¬ 
nosis and mind control techniques? Send full details of 
training you can offer and cost to John Galt, Box 12483, 
Fresno, California 93778. 

SURVIVE! The economic, political, natural disaster that 
is surely coming. You and your family can make It thru If 
you have what It takes. We have It and we’re selling It! 
Knowledge! Complete survival equipment, clothing and 
other needs lists. No B.S. Just the littie-thought-of facts. 
Send $5 to T.E.F., P.O. Box 421, Chicago, IL 60648. 

HAVE CUSTODY but not your kids? We’ll find them, if 
necessary, and get them back where they’re legally sup¬ 
posed to be. Legal operations only. Send name, address, 
phone number and brief outline of problem. We’ll con¬ 
tact you Immediately! Recovery, P.O. Box 421, Chicago, 
IL 60648. 

CATAPULTRY — MODERN SLINGSHOT SPORT. Power¬ 
ful new hand catapults (slingshots) add dimension to the 
shooting sports. Classes, clubs, and competition. Write 
for free info to: National Catapultry Association, 129 
McDIII Av., Stevens Point, Wl 54481. 

TRAInTnG and CONSULTANTS for private security 

forces. Specialists in defensive tactics (Escrima). In¬ 
quiries and clients confidential. Not for everyone (you 
know If you have the need). Contact: CHECKMATE, IN¬ 
TERNATIONAL/BLACK BELT ASSOCIATES, P.O. Box 
28551, Dallas, Texas 75228. _ 

BOOKS FOR THE MAN OF ACTION — S.O.F.’s, Adven¬ 
turers, Professionals. Covers the best of subjects. The 
biggest and best catalog of its kind anywhere. Rush 
$1.00.. .Ken Hale (SOF-100), McDonald, OH 44437. 

BEWARE OF THE HUN In the Sun! Fundamentals of Air 
Fighting. WWII fighter’s pilot’s manual, originally issued 
1942. $3.50 CANNAE, P.O. Box 1362, Decatur GA 30031. 

ADVENTURERS — Clandestne and concealed weapons 
systems, survival aids, knives and ninja equipment for 
your professon or hobby. New illustrated catalog of pro¬ 
fessional quality equipment and goods. Send two bucks 
(refundable) to: ASP, P.O. Box 18594, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

EX-ARMY—EX-CON wishes to hire out with mere unit on 
yearly basis. Prior MOS 11B20. Served in advisory 
capacity with Blet Dong Quan in '72. Very little military 
combat experience but am well schooled and practiced 
in Close Quarters Combat techniques. The opportunity 
to advance and learn new skills is more important than 
pay. Cliff Garrett. 1545 Ave. B, Beaumont, TX 77701. 

MINIATURE DEVICES, telephone bugs $100.00, drop-in 
microphones $250.00, room transmitters $250.00, 
remote controlled tape recorders $800 and many other 
devices for the professional only. PA NOS, 1401 Wilson 
Btvd., Suite 101, Arlington, VA 22209. 

CONVERT YOUR COLT 45 auto to FULL AUTO. No parts 
or machining. Send $5.95 to RANDOM, Box 2515, Colum¬ 
bus. Ohio 43216. 


KILL OR BE KILLED — train with professional expert of 
deadly close quarter hand to hand combat and self- 
defense. (14 yrs. exp.) Professional training also in com¬ 
batant use of edged weapons, sentry removal, infiltra¬ 
tion and other “special skills.” Tough no-bullshit train¬ 
ing conducted here. “No false claims made,” For details 
send $1 to Charles Hoffman, 64 Main St., Tuckahoe, NY. 
SUB MACHINE GUN — Your Ruger 10/22 to full AUTO in 
seconds. No parts or machining, complete instructions. 
Send $8.95 to RANDOM. Box 2515, Columbus, Ohio 
43216. 

HACKMAN SORSAKOSKI’S Filipino BALISONG 
Fighting knife. Alias: Click-Click/Butterfly. Finest quality 
replica anywhere. Solid maroon Nylon handles. w/Drop- 
forged. Saber-ground, Stainless Steel blade. 4V4” clos¬ 
ed. $18.39; 3/$52.40; 6/$99.30; 12/$187.60. SHELBY P-38 
Combat Rations Can Openers. Military Specification 
#MILO20582D. Individually wrapped. BEWARE OF 
FAKES!! $6.60/Dozen, PHOTO-lllustrated Catalog on our 
entire Cutlery line: $1.00. SELECTLINE, Box 391SF. P.C., 
Hawaii 96782. 

KILL OR BE KILLED — train with professional exper. (14 
yrs. exp.) of deadly close quarter hand to hand combat 
and self-defense. Specializing In training meres, under¬ 
cover intelligence agents, body guards, armed forces, 
elite military teams, and personnel. Combatant use of 
garote. knife, axe, bailing hooks, etc. also taught. Tough 
— no bullshit training. Your life is on the line. For details 
send $1 to Charles Hoffman, 64 Main St., Tuckahoe, NY. 
Armed forces and governmental contracts welcome. 

SUBS — Convert your semi-auto pistols to full AUTO in 
seconds. No parts or machining, complete Instructions, 
satisfaction GUARANTEED. Send $12.95 to RANDOM, 
Box 2515, Columbus, Ohio 43216. 

PHOTO ID CARDS. Police, Military, Government. 
Related items. $1.00 to R. Llebeck, 259 Park Ave., Pater¬ 
son, NJ 07501. 

NOW HIRING former officers and noncoms, all services, 
for short-term, on-call security contracts. Send resume 
and DD214 to: Perimeter Services Inc., P.O. Box 1394, 
Houma. Louisiana 70361. 

LE MERCENAIRE! An Intelligence newsletter written by 
and for meres and men looking for action. Keep on top of 
trends and hot spots. A must for the pro. Sample $1.00 or 
$9.00 per year, 540 Charles St., Aurora, IL 60506. 

NO GAS, SAFE, in case of emergency, universal adapter 
lets you use any available gas. With our gas tank filler 
adapter ready In your car, you’re safe from dependence 
on any particular grade of gasoline. Don’t risk being 
stranded; you can take your choice at self-service 
pumps. ..LEGALLY and conveniently. No alterations to 
your car are necessary. Gas shortages are on the way; an 
adapter for each car Is necessary: DON’T WAIT. Send 
cash, check or money order to: EGTA. Inc., P.O. Box 
76324, Atlanta, GA 30328, SOF. Adapter at $3 each 2 for 
$5, ppd. 

“C.S.C. 1/509 AIRBORNE INfIiTALY)” - Looking for old 

buddies, especially Recon Pit., who were stationed with 
me from 73-76. For correspondence contact me, Joe 
Mancini, c/o Academy of Self-'^efense, 1405 Palisade 
Ave., Teaneck. NJ 07666. 

bEATH CERTIFICATE — Viet Nam death cert. Send 

$10.00 and number of kills to Awards, Box 506. 
Tonganoxie. KS 66086. 8V%x11 crossed M-16and skull in 
background. 

FIREARM QUALIFICATION — Brown on brown 8V2x11 
cert, of qualification. State score, weapon and depart¬ 
ment, military, police or club. Send $7 to Awards. Box 
508, Tonganoxie, KS 66086. 

^RACHUTISTS AWARD Certificate of jumps. 2 Color 

for framing. State number of jumps with military or club 
and $10 to Awards, Box 508, Tonganoxie, KS 66066. 

AMERICAN DUELING SOCIETY - Membership card 
and large 2 color certificate. Perfect for framing, stating 
number of duels fought. Send $25 for lifetime member¬ 
ship. Firearms Care and Maintenance Certificate — 
8 y 2 Xl 1 Cert, on care and maintenance of firearms. Send 
$5 to Awards, Box 508, Tonganoxie, KS 66086. _ 

Explosives* MADE EASILY, cheaply fronT farm ler- 

tiiizer. Blast dugouts, trenches, rocks. Instructions 
$2.25. DeFost, Box 995 x. Prince Albert, Sask, Canada. 
S6V 2P3. 

BANISH BOREDOM — STIMULATING PROFITABLE 
employment possibilities booklet, experience un¬ 
necessary. From government deer hunting and possum 
trapping In New Zealand. English conversation teaching 
in third-world countries, international yacht crewing, 
crocodile hunting, work on African game reserves, oil 
rigs overseas, unusqai jobs in Australasia, etc. Send $3 
U.S. or Canadian, check or money order to Jackson, 
Fuller & Tang (Imports). Box 611, Sooke, Vancouver 
Island, B.C„ Canad a, 

COURIER — Former combat Marine — reliable and 
bondable. Domestic or overseas. Current Passport. Rea¬ 
sonable Rates, Tom McCabe. General Delivery, Strattan- 
ville, PA 16258. 


CONGO MERCENARY. This century’s most famous mer¬ 
cenary, Col. Mike Hoare, tells the full story of his com¬ 
mand of the mercenary Fifth Commando in the Congo, 
Hardbound, 29 photos, 300 pages. $15.00. Hilton Assign¬ 
ment, a real life thriller telling the true story and detailed 
plans of a mercenary operation aimed at toppling the Li¬ 
byan dictator, Colonel Kaddafi. Hardbound, 236 pages, 
photos. $8.00. Send check or money order to Free Com¬ 
panion Press, Box 542, Sugarland, Texas 77478. 

airborne/UNIQUE LEATHER Items for the airborne 
man. Now available: belt buckles, 11th, 17th, 82nd, 101st, 
Death from Above, parachute wings, $7.50 each. Watch- 
bands — parachute wings, S.F., Airborne Association, 
$5.50 each. Key Fobs — 11th, 17th, 82nd, 101st, para¬ 
chute wings, S.F., Airborne Association, $2.00 each. Mall 
to 3 K's Leathercraft, Box 26, Bethpage, TN 37022. 


BERETS, Large selection of colors available: maroon, 
black, S.F. green, camouflage etc.. .We also handle U.S. 
and foreign military berets. Send a SASE for details. 
A.H.A., 10019 Dodge Drive, Northglenn, CO 80221. SOF 
special: British blue berets $4.75 postpaid. 

KNIVES — Custom made — Combat, Boot, Folders and 
Push daggers. Catalog $1.00. CRAWFORD KNIVES, 
Dept. SOF, 205 N. Center, West Memphis, AR 72301. 

TIGER STRIPE T-SHIRTS, mottled green & brown pattern 
for total camouflage $4.95 plus $1.00 Postage & Size to 
A.H.A., 10019 Dodge Drive, Northglenn, CO 80221, 

SOUTH AFRICA, Independent agent requires informed 
evaluations and Information on both Insurgency and 
counter-insurgency situations In South Africa. Confiden¬ 
tial. Terms discussed. Contact LIMPOPO, Box 149, West 
Somerville MA 02144, 

BE TAX EXEMPT, form your own church. Complete Com¬ 
prehensive Instructions. Goes through the IRS on their 
own forms — $20.00 — JRS, 1584 Edgewood, Erie, PA 
16509. 


STATE PISTOL LAWS, booklet listing pistol regulations 
all states and federal gun laws booklet, both $3.00. Po¬ 
lice catalog $2.00. Schlesinger, 415 East 52nd St., New 
York 10022, Department 35. 

SHOULDER HOLSTERS — New, U.S. commercially- 
made G.l. style to govt, specs for .45 COLT Govt., $20; for 
Long-Slide, Commander, and Hi-Power9mm,$25; “Tank¬ 
er" Model (chest strap) add $8. For medium and large 
.frame revolvers to 6V%" bbl., $28; “Tanker” add $8. Na¬ 
tural finish, ppd., satisfaction guaranteed ^ no CODs. 
Allow eight weeks. Bosselmann, POB 1058, Sedona, AZ 
86336. _ 

SEND TWO fifteen cent stamps for information. Ameri¬ 
cans of European Descent United to Protect and Pro¬ 
mote Our Rights and Freedom of Association. Write, 
Vanguard, 455 Pine Street, Manchester, NH 03104, 
U.S.A, 

DROP-IN AR-45 FULL AUTO SEAR. No machining. (Bolt 
carrier, selector, disconnector, hammer, trigger must be 
replaced with M-16 parts. Fires semi and full. $61.95 ppd. 
Complete schematics and instruction for a .45 ACP 
SIDEWINDER-TYPE SMG: 18” 0:A.L., 550 r.p.m., simple 
construction (can use M-3 barrels, magazines, MAC si¬ 
lencers), $8.00. H&K pistols, $337.00: 308s $357.00. Cata¬ 
log, $1.00. R&R Enterprises, Box 385, Jefferson, SD 
57038. 


SOUTHERN INDEPENDENCE is now a reality — to learn 
what is being done to legally obtain our freedom, write: 
Southern National Party, P.O. Box 18214, Memphis, 
Tenn. 38118. 

PENETRATE ANY SECURITY SYSTEM! Airline. Police or 
Business. Our book gives detailed Instructions on how 
to make identification cards and papers from scratch. 
You name it, this book explains it all. How to make them 
with pictures, state seals, insignias or logos — all in full 
color. No special equipment or materials needed, every¬ 
thing avaitable from Dept. Store. $5.00 plus 20$ postage. 
Hilltop Press, Box 52, Springfield, Tenn. 37172. 

EXECUTIVES ARE TARGETS FOR KIDNAP, TERROISM. 
SURVIVAL A-Z shows you how to minimize risks. $5.00. 
Nuevevidas International, Box 25571, Dallas, Texas 
75225._ 

VIETNAM VET, USMC, combat experienced, I have 
passport — will travel — anywhere on short notice. Call 
Don 913/462-6065. 

MEN AND WOMEN WANTED. Tight knit survival unit for¬ 
ming. Military experience not necessary, will train right 
people. Must be willing to travel, learn, live under 
primitive conditions, and work hard. Have contracts that 
pay $100.00 a day, per person. Serious only need apply. 
S.A.S.E. to “Bush Hogs Limited,” General Delivery, 
Russellville, Ark. 72645._ 

PILOT (ATP, INST, ME) seeks interesting and unusual 
employment. Experienced JET, TURBINE, RECiP equip¬ 
ment; High/Low altitudes, EX-MarIne Vietnam/WESPAC. 
Write P.O. Box 251, Shelburne, Vermont 05482 or call 
802-985-2653. 





























































IMPOSSIBLE 


(The Low Light Level Specialists) 


Most Advanced 
Night Vision Goggles 
In the World Today ^ 























































































THE ONLY MAGAZINE FOR THE 
PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURER! 

The newest, most controversial adventure magazine to ev( 
Provides up to date info on mercenaries, soldiers-of-fortune, 
Gestapo, combat pistol craft, automatic weapons, knives 
fighting, espionage, ciandestine operations, elite military i 
defense and survival. 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

YES! I want to join the Professionals and ft 
where the action is. 


□ Send me 6 issues (V 2 
year) of SOF for the low 
subscription price of $10 
-I save $13%! 


□ Send me 12 issi 
year) of SOF for 
subscription prict 
I save 25% 


□ PAYMENT ENCLOSED □ BILL ME 


CanT find SOF at a convienient 
newsstand? Perhaps SOF has sold 
out. Or your local dealer doesn’t 
have the guts to carry it You can 
solve this problem by subscribing 
now to SOF. We will deliver the next 
12 action-packed issues to your 
door. SOF subscribers usually 
receive their magazines a week or 
two before the issue apppears on 
the newsstands. 


□ NEW SUBSCRIPTION □ RENEWAL 

NAME (PRINT) _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

OFFER APPLIES TO U.S., CANADA & APOIFPO ADDRESSES ONI 


FOR PERMIT 
HOLDER’S USE 


NO POSTAGE 
necessary 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 1173 BOULDER COLORADO 80302 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

THE JOURNAL OF PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURERS 

P.O. BOX 693 
BOULDER 
COLORADO 80306 















—by Terry Edwards. Ed^ted, by J.W. Burns, Photos by Gary 
Flanagan. Combat in the streets- Cbse-up, dirty and deadly 
Combat: House-to-House is the latest In Unit Nine's hovy^to 
books, and possibly the best yet. How to attack, how to defend- 
House-clearing. Weapons and tactics. Barricades to vehicles. 
How to move, how to fight, how to stay alive and how to WIN! 
Combat: House-to-House doesnT deal In terrorisfin or political 
theory. It is a manual of city combat and it won't leave you 
hanging with vague or incomplete in struct ions. Must reading tor 
any potential combatant, tactician or police tactical unit. Over 
200-pages, over 100 photos and illustrations, $6.95 plus postage 
and handling (see below). 


PLUS TWO MORE NEWTITIES 


THE ..' ? — by David Logan. Few areas on 

earth can match the savage history of the Congo. Ljo^n culs 
through the myths and confusion and lays out the facts. The 
sadistic excesses of trIbar chiefs, the murders, the nhaseacree, 
the exploits of the famed White Ljeglon^ and the rnurderous 
incompetence of the United NatiDnSn are ail detailed. This book 
wilt enrage and horrify. It is the story of a country the free world 
abandoned to anarchy in the name'of freedom, iSO^pages^r over 
50 photos. $5.45 plus postage and handling (see belc^), 

GRENADES f — by Mike Weber. Edited by G-W. Winningtdn-Bail. 

A new generation of weapons has given new meaning to the word 
grenades. Here is whal they are all about. How they work, how 
to use them. From the exotic rmpact and electronic fused marvelSr ' 
through shaped charges, rocket propulsion, frag and blast, 
old and new, domestic and foreign. Grenades! Is put together 
as only a professional can do it. For collector, historian, and 
of course, THE USER I T^O^pages, over BO photos and illustrations. 
$5.45 plus postage and handling {see bclowi-' 


STILL AVAILABLE 

M.£fVGF!; .-;RV'r; hmmA 


by Terry Edwards, 
Pholos by Gary Flanagan. The book on surviving In combat. 
Packed with how-to stuff that might make the dlfferance 
between coming back In one place and not coming back at alL 
Compact and realistic. Tactics, camoufiage, amafl arms, 
grenades, indivtdual security and plenty more. 1 B 2 -pagEB, 

Sf j 5V2 X 8 V 2 , iiluatrated and with lots of photos. Still $4^6 plus 
postage and handling (see below). 

lA MERCENARY S cl - r. /T - by Terry Edwards, 

I ' \ Edited by Robt. K, Brown, Photos by Gary Flanagan, Al Venter 
j. and others. Like Part One, Part Two is a manual to be USED. For 
example the first chapter covers portable rockdts, missiles and 
^ recoiJleas weapor^s used by the infantry. Not just what they are 
Eg or how they work, but how to fire them as well. Twenty weapons 
■■ are covered, and that is only one chapter of the 16 In the book, 
■S From improvisations to tracking to demolitionSr mortars, mines,, 
m airborne and waterborne techniques, field fortltlcations, recon, 
U urban warfare and muoh more. Fail Two is the book on taking 
mm the war to the enemy I tt's up front and up-to-date. 32B-pages, 
mH 5 V 2 X 8 V 2 , over 150 photos, many Illustrations. $S.95 plus 
■I postage and handling (see below). 


POSTAGE AND HANDLING CHARGES •— AM books are mailed separately. 1st Class Includes Air Mail. We advise Parcel Post within North America, and 1st Class for foreign 
orders. To order, list books or books desired and calculate the postage according to the figures here. State clearly whether you want 1st Class or Parcel Post. Don’t forget your 
return address! 

For MERCENARY’S MANUAL PART ONE, TH E BLOODY CONGO, and GRENADES! For COMBAT: HOUSE-TO-HOUSE or MERCENARY’S MANUAL PART TWO 

Parcel Post inside North America 60« — outside North America $1.00 Parcel Post anywhere $1.00 

First Class inside North America $1.00 — outside North America $1.80 First Class inside North America $1.60 — outside North America $3.00. 


We now accept Chargex, Bank Americard, Visa and MasterCharge. To order Include your card number (including the four digits below your^name on MasterCharge) expiration 
date and signature on separate paper. OR, you can phone your charge card order to 416-661-5344 during business hours. Sorry, no COD’s. 

Send to: UNIT NINE, 1110 FINCH AVENUE WEST, DOWNSVIEW. ONTARIO, CANADA M3J 2T2 





